CHAPTER 8 (EPILOGUE): FINDING AND
REPLACING YOUR IDOLS

1. (pg.165) What is “god-making”?

2. (pg.166) Keller writes “No one grasped this better than Martin Luther. In his
LARGE CATECHISM (1529) and in his TREATISE ON GOOD WORKS he wrote
that the Ten Commandments begin with a commandment against idolatry.
Why does this come first? Because, he argued, the fundamental motivation
behind lawbreaking is idolatry. We never break the other commandments
without breaking the first one. Why do we fail to love or keep promises or live
unselfishly? Of course, the general answer is ‘because we are weak and
sinful,” but the specific answer in any actual circumstance is that there is
something you feel you must have to be happy, something that is more
important to your heart than God himself. we would not lie unless we first
had made something-human approval, reputation, power over
others, financial advantage-more important and valuable to our hearts than
the grace and favor of God. The secret to change is to identify and dismantle
the counterfeit gods of your heart.”

Question: Identify idols in your own heart that you want to dismantle.



3. (pgs.167-168) Keller says the first principle of identifying your idols is to “look
at our imagination...In other words, the true god of your heart is what your
thoughts effortlessly go to when there is nothing else demanding your
attention. What do you enjoy daydreaming about? What occupies your mind
when you have nothing else to think about? Do you develop potential
scenarios about career advancement? Or material goods such as a dream
home? Or a relationship with a particular person? One to two daydreams are
not an indication of idolatry. Ask rather, what do you habitually think about
to get joy and comfort in the privacy of your heart?”

Question: First principle to identifying idols is to ask yourself, what consumes
your thoughts during your idle time?

4. (pg.168) Keller says “Another way to discern your heart’s true love is to look at
how you spend your money.” What does he mean by this statement?

S. (pg.169) Keller writes “A third way to discern idols works best for those who
have professed a faith in God. You may regularly go to a place of worship.
You may have a full, devout set of doctrinal beliefs. You may have a full,
devout set of doctrinal beliefs. You may be trying very hard to believe and
obey God. However, what is your real, daily functional salvation? Where you
really living for, what is your real-not your professed-god? A good way to
discern this is how you respond to unanswered prayers and frustrated hopes.”
Question: Looking at your life, what would you say is your “functional-
savior,” the god that you trust when fall on hard times?



6. (pg.171) Keller says “idolatry is not just a failure to obey God, it is a setting of
the whole heart on the something besides God.” How is this remedied?

7. (pg-172) How does Rejoicing and Repenting go hand and hand? Why does
repentance without rejoicing lead to despair? Why is rejoicing without
repentance shallow and will only provide passing inspiration instead of deep

change?

8. (pg.175) What role does spiritual disciplines play in replacing the idols of the
heart?

9. (pgs. 175-176) Why patience so important in uprooting idols of the heart?



