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book of Isaiah, the author spends 39 chapters declaring the judgment
of God against the rebellious people of Judah. Isaiah told God’s rebellious
people that their idolatry would result in exile in Babylon, but with chapter 40
comes the turning point, with a great promise of hope. From this point on
Isaiah’s theme will be the restoring grace of God that would bring them back
from exile through the establishment of a New Covenant, in which their sin
would be fully dealt with.
N THE

It was, of course, a great part of the unfolding
redemptive story as God promised that all His
redemptive purposes, first revealed in Genesis 3
immediately following the Fall, would depend
not on the obedience of mankind but on the
sovereign determination of God Who, even
through tremendous sin, would work all things
according to the counsel of His own will.

The temptation
for us to believe, as
Adam and Eve did,
that the word of God
cannot be trusted,
is as strong for us
as it was for them.

But as Isaiah is commanded by God to give this word of hope to Israel, he is
commanded in chapter 40, verses 6 through 8 to cry out the infamous words:
“All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD
blows on it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the
flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.”
It was a simple but penetrating declaration that put the people of God in their
rightful place before God, while also offering them a word of great hope.
It is always tempting for us to put our confidence in humanity; it is very easy
for us to have a grand view of ourselves and trust in our own strength, ability or
understanding. Scripture is punctuated with examples of humanity getting
above their station and determining that they can be the masters of their own
destinies – whether it is the first sin, where Adam and Eve determined that they
were of such high intellect that they could sit in judgment upon God, or the
audacious construction of the Tower of Babel, in Genesis 11, where the
inhabitants of Babel declared, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower
with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be
dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”

Continued on page 2
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“Instruments in the
Redeemer’s Hands”
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“Gospel of Matthew”
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at the Kick-Off.
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There can be no doubt that the supreme example of human arrogance was seen
in the events that led up to the deportation to Babylon in which the people of
Judah determined that they could force God to conform to their own reformulation of religious worship, as they declared that they could live as they
wanted to live and yet call on God as their Savior (Jer. 2:27).
But in Isaiah 40, as God begins to explain and elaborate on the coming
redemption which will finally and fully bring His people into the Promised
Kingdom, Isaiah is commanded to cry out and declare that this Kingdom will not
be built by the power of man, but by the power of God. While we may fool
ourselves as to our own greatness, this passage reminds us that we are no more
permanent than the withering grass or the fading flower. It is a vivid illustration
of the frailty of humanity and a stark rebuke to those who would put too much
trust in the human creature.

H

OWEVER,

in contrast to the impermanence of humanity, Isaiah is called by
God to declare that there is something that stands forever, and that is the
word of God. The word of man will fade away, but the word of God will last
forever. With this simple statement Israel were reminded both of the contrast
between the permanent, continuing wisdom of God and the fleeting, fickle
wisdom of men, and the certainty of God’s promises concerning salvation.
These exiles must have wondered if all of God’s redemptive promises were
now grinding to a halt, as they sat removed from the Land of Promise, removed
from the Temple of God, and seemingly cut off from the blessings of unity with
God. But this simple statement reminded them that despite the passing wisdom
of the teachers who had led them down the path of rebellion and presumption
upon God, the word of God – the promises of God – would stand forever.
Somehow, they would come to fulfillment. While this sentence rebuked their
wandering, it also anchored their hope in the permanence of divine revelation.
And it does exactly the same for us. The temptation to wander away from the
Bible is as strong now as it ever was. The temptation for us to believe, as Adam
and Eve did, that the word of God cannot be trusted, is as strong for us as it was
for them. It has to be – the devil knows that the only way he can get us to forsake
God and deny Him the glory that He is due is by convincing us that God is not as
He has revealed Himself to us in Scripture – that there is either something wrong
with Scripture (that it is not perfect and contains mistakes that we must correct –
i.e. that it is not inerrant), or that it misinforms us or misleads, either in what it
says about God, what it says about us, or what it says about the nature of
salvation (i.e. that it is not infallible). It does not take much effort to see the
effects of this temptation in the society that surrounds us, in which the Bible is
either held up as a hateful book that has no bearing on our “enlightened” times,
or that it needs a helping hand to become more “relevant” to our day and age.

B

message of Isaiah 40:8 stands and rings out – “The grass withers,
the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.” It may not
always be popular. It may find itself in opposition to the spirit of the age. It may
be detracted by those who consider it outdated and inadequate. But like the
plants of the Middle Eastern plain under the withering east wind, all of
Scripture’s critics will fade away, and the word of our God will remain. ▪
UT THE

All are invited to the annual Fall
Kick-Off, which will be held
September 2nd at GIPC,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Hot dogs
and brats will be provided;
please bring a side to share.
Enter a pie in the Pie Contest!
(Prizes for best fruit, best cream
and best all-around pie.)
Following the dinner, details
regarding the fall schedule and
other important announcements
will be shared.

GIPC Blog
From time to time Rev. Brown
will post links on the church’s
website to articles that he
believes will be helpful and
informative to the congregation.
Recent topics include:
Margaret Sanger
Strength in Weakness
Planned Parenthood
The blog may be found here:
gipc-pca.org/blog

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Phone: 912.638.2563
E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org
48 Hampton Point Drive
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522
Missed a Sunday?
Sermons are available at:
gipc-pca.org/sermons
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Women in the Church
A Bible Study for Women is offered on the first and third Monday
of each month at 6:00 p.m., meeting at the home of Diane Chilton.
Topic: The nature of love, using C.S. Lewis’ The Four Loves, as a
guide. Next meeting: September 21st (no mtg. on 9/7, Labor Day)
Details regarding other Ladies Bible Studies will be announced at
the Fall Kick-Off on September 2nd.
The Book Group for Women will meet Wednesday, September 9th
at 9:30 a.m. in the upstairs library of the “Big House” at Magnolia
Manor, to discuss Liane Moriarty’s “Big Little Lies.” Please see
Sara Brown or Sharon Bolin for directions.
Looking ahead: The October book group selection is Chasing
Fireflies, by Charles Martin.

Chasing Fireflies: A Novel of Discovery, was
chosen because of both the beautiful prose of
Charles Martin and the setting he chose, which is
Brunswick, Georgia. Martin, who often presents at
“Coffee with the Author” for the Literary Guild of
St. Simons Island, was also the speaker at the most
recent Brunswick Library’s “Tables of Content,”
where he held the audience at rapt attention with
his inspirational commentary on his writing life.
Chasing Fireflies is three parallel stories of one man’s journey for
his identity, an autistic boy’s ability to communicate without words,
and the integrity of a man willing to make a lifelong sacrifice for
those he loves. It is a great mystery wrapped in a wonderful story set
in our own Glynn County. ▪

psalm
OF THE MONTH

Psalm 1
That man is blest who, fearing God,
from sin restrains his feet,
who will not stand with wicked men,
who shuns the scorners' seat.
Yea, blest is he who makes God's law
his portion and delight,
and meditates upon that law
with gladness day and night.
That man is nourished like a tree
set by the rivers' side;
its leaf is green, its fruit is sure,
and thus his works abide.
The wicked like the driven chaff
are swept from off the land;
they shall not gather with the just,
nor in the judgment stand.
The Lord will guard the righteous well,
their way to Him is known;
the way of sinners, far from God,
shall surely be o'er-thrown.

T

our Psalm of the Month
will be an arrangement of Psalm 1.
This psalm is considered to not only be an
introduction to the Book of Psalms, but a
concise description of the key concern of the
whole Bible – namely, the differentiation
between the wicked and the righteous, or,
to use the language of Genesis 3, the
differentiation between the seed of the woman
and the seed of the devil (Genesis 3:15).
HIS MONTH

A key distinguishing mark is that the
blessed man is devoted to the Word of God,
and that devotion leads him to prosper and
grow. In the first stanza (vv. 1-2), we are
given a stark contrast: the blessed man does
not build his life on the wisdom of men, but
instead delights in the law of God and
devotes himself to the study of it.
The result of this devotion to the Word of
God is found described in the second stanza
(vv. 3-4), which says that such devotion
leads to abundance and fruitfulness, whereas
the wicked man’s ignorance of Scripture
leads him to be driven away like the chaff.
The contrast that is given is not far removed
from what we find in Isaiah 40:6-8 (see
article), with the permanence of the Word of
God being contrasted with the fleeting
nature of humanity and human wisdom.
This is a psalm that reminds us of the vital
nature of our Bibles to our spiritual health
and strength, as it directly ties the prosperity
of the man (or woman) of God with their
devotion to Scripture.

W

hat that means is that this is a psalm
that leads us to ADORATION, as
we give thanks to God for His grace in
condescending to reveal Himself to us in a
way that we can understand. While it so easy
for us to take our Bibles for granted, this
psalm leads us to delight ourselves in our God
who is so merciful and gracious that He
would reveal Himself to us at all – which is
amazing in itself considering our sin –

and that He would do it in a way
that does not need a mediator for it to be
understood. It is so clear that we can simply
pick up our Bibles and read!
It also leads us to CONFESSION as we
consider how little we devote ourselves to
Scripture. The psalm describes the blessed
man as meditating on the law day and night;
in other words, living a life that is
characterized by a study of God’s Word.
We must confess that we do not devote
ourselves to Scripture like that, and we are
often found neglecting this vital,
foundational, gift of grace. And this psalm
leads us to THANKSGIVING as we
consider how God has brought us His Word
despite the many who would have corrupted
it and destroyed it. We give thanks that we
have God’s Word in our own language, and
we give thanks for the many who are
devoted to the spread of this Word around
the world.
Finally, we are led to SUPPLICATION,
praying that the work of Bible translation
would continue on around the world and that
many more would be able to enjoy the
privilege that we enjoy and be able to pick
up a Bible and read for themselves of the
great God who loves sinners to the point of
sending His Son to die for us. We pray,
asking God to bless the reading and
preaching of His Word in this land,
believing that “faith comes from hearing,
and hearing through the word of
Christ” (Romans 10:17).
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SEPTEMBER

SEPTEMBER

SEPTEMBER

“The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul.” (Psalm 19:7)

“The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul.” (Psalm 19:7)

“The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul.” (Psalm 19:7)

“The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul.” (Psalm 19:7)

Family Worship
Old Testament Reading

Family Worship
New Testament Reading

Private
Old Testament Reading

Private
Psalms

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Date Book
1
Ezekiel
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Date Book
1
Psalms
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Week beginning
SEPTEMBER 13

Chapter
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

































Week beginning
SEPTEMBER 20
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Chapter 
40,41 
42,43 
44

45

46,47 
48

49

50

51

52-54 
55

56,57 
58,59 
60,61 
62,63 
64,65 
66,67 
68

69

70,71 
72

73

74

75,76 
77

78:1-37 
78:38-72 
79

80

81,82 

Week beginning
SEPTEMBER 27

Matthew 7:1-2
Judge not, that you be not judged.
For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged,
and with the measure you use it will be measured to you.

Week beginning
SEPTEMBER 6

































Matthew 6:33-34
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you.
Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow,
for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

Book
Chapter
I Corinthians 6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
II Corinthians 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
Galatians
1
2
3
4
5
6

Matthew 6:31-32
Therefore do not be anxious, saying, “What shall we eat?”
or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?”
For the Gentiles seek after all these things,
and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.

Week beginning
AUGUST 30

































Matthew 6:30
But if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?

Book
Chapter
I Samuel
25
26
27
28
29,30
31
II Samuel
1
2
3
4,5
6
7
8,9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
I Kings
1
2

Matthew 6:27-29
And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour
to his span of life? And why are you anxious about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow:
they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)
September Fighter Verses (Desiring God Ministries, Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN)



SEPTEMBER

