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The Reformation
and the Bible

Sunday
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
“Gospel of Matthew”

By Alexander S. Brown, Minister

A

end of this month we will be celebrating “Reformation Sunday,”
remembering the great work of Reformation that began when Martin
Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg
on October 31st, 1517. It was the great breach of the dam that would lead to
a Reformation that would spread across Europe, undermining the monolithic
power of the Roman Catholic Church.
Martin Luther’s boldness to stand up to the Roman Catholic Church, and in
particular, to cast doubt on Church Tradition and the authority of Papal
pronouncements, was generated by a conviction that the Bible alone is the rule
of faith and life. In his famous speech at the Diet of Worms, Luther declared,
Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear
reason (for I do not trust either in the pope or in councils alone,
since it is well known that they have often erred and contradicted
themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my
conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not
recant anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against
conscience. Here I stand, I can do no other. God help me. Amen.
However, as Luther stood at the Diet of Worms he stood as the heir to the
courage and conviction of men known as the pre-Reformers, who had already
begun to assert the final authority of the Bible, and in doing so had begun to put
cracks in the foundation of Church Authority.

J

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
“The Pastoral Letters to
Timothy & Titus”
Children’s Church, Nursery available

T THE

th

WYCLIFFE was a 14 century English theologian who made several
attacks against core Roman Catholic dogmas. Wycliffe argued against the
doctrine of transubstantiation and was among the first to advocate the
“sacramental” presence of Christ in communion, and argued that the true
Church was not the Pope and his visible hierarchy, but was the invisible body
of those who are predestined to salvation.
OHN

Sun 10/4 Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper (10:30 a.m.)
Mon 10/5, 19 Women’s Study
The Four Loves
(6:00 p.m., Chilton home)
Tue 10/6 Women’s Monthly Study
Women of the Word
(6:30 p.m., Parrish home)
Wed 10/7 “Beyond the Pages”
Book Group
(9:30 a.m., Magnolia Manor)
Wed 10/7 “First Wednesday” Dinner
(6:30 p.m., Brown home)
Sat 10/10 “2nd Saturday” Men’s
Breakfast Fellowship
(8:30 a.m., Brown home)
Tue 10/13 Stated Session Meeting
(6:00 p.m., GIPC)
Wed 10/14, 21, 28 Ladies Bible Study
Acts
(9:30 a.m., Brown home)
Wed 10/14, 21, 28 Prayer Meeting
(7:00 p.m., Brown home)
Fri

He also was a proto-presbyterian, arguing that the New Testament made no
distinction between the bishop and the presbyter, and that therefore the Roman
bishop had wrongly taken power and privilege that was not his.
Continued on page 2

The Word of God Stands Forever

10/30 Men’s Fall Fellowship
(6:00 p.m., Rickerson home)

In this issue
Committee Updates &
Special Events…………. 2,4
Psalm of the Month……. 3
Bible Reading Plan…….. 5
October ‘Fighter’ Verses… 5

“First Wednesday”
Dinner

The Reformation and the Bible
(continued from page 1)

These arguments were strong and necessary, but it was his doctrine of
Scripture that was his most important contribution. Indeed, it was from his
belief that Scripture alone was the final authority that he was led to critique the
doctrine of the Roman Church.

John Wycliffe translated the Bible
into English in the 1380’s

A

Wycliffe’s belief in the authority
and vitality of the Bible was such
that he translated it into English,
and his followers – the Lollards (a
name derived from a word meaning
“mumblers”) – began itinerating,
wandering in groups of twos and
preaching and teaching, taking the
Word of God to the people, without
the filter of Church Tradition.

these pre-reformers whose work laid the foundation for the
Reformation was the Czech preacher and scholar, Jan Huss. The writings
of John Wycliffe had arrived in Prague through a scholarly exchange between
the University of Prague and the University of Oxford, and they became a
source of great debate, and then division, within the University.
NOTHER OF

October 7th, 6:30 p.m.
On the first Wednesday of each
month, in lieu of the Midweek
Prayer Meeting, the church
family gathers in a home for a
potluck dinner.
This month we will meet at the
Brown home, 413 Couper Ave.
Please sign up in the foyer to
bring a pot of soup, a salad/side,
or a dessert to share.

Finance
Loan Balance 8/26/15 $715,545
September Payment:
Interest
Principal
Total Payment

$
$
$

3,311
2,637
5,948

Jan Huss held some of the highest offices at the University, and while he was
not convinced of every part of Wycliffe’s argument, especially his writing on the
presence of Christ in communion, the controversy served to strengthen his belief
that the Bible is the final authority by which all men are to be judged. This
conviction would lead him to go head-to-head with the Pope, eventually stating
his position that a Pope who does not obey the Bible is himself not to be obeyed.
Both Huss and Wycliffe were declared to be heretics and were
excommunicated because of their positions (Wycliffe posthumously), but their
firm belief that the Bible was the final source of authority in matters of doctrine
and practice laid a seed-bed that flourished in the wake of Luther’s theses.
Martin Luther, reflecting on the process of the spread of the Reformation,
commented that it was all down to the proclamation of Scripture:
I simply taught, preached, and wrote God’s Word; otherwise I did
nothing. And then, while I slept, or drank Wittenberg beer with my
Philip [Melanchthon] and my [Nicholaus von] Amsdorf, the Word
so greatly weakened the papacy that never a prince or emperor did
such damage to it. I did nothing. The Word did it all.

H

4:12 SAYS that “the word of God is living and active, sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of
joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”
May that Word go forth with power and bring another Reformation and another
Revival. 
EBREWS

GIPC Mission Conference
November 6-8, 2015

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
48 Hampton Point Drive
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522
Phone: 912.638.2563
E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org
.........
Sermons are available online:
gipc-pca.org
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psalm
OF THE MONTH

Psalm 46
God is our refuge and our strength,
a present help in our distress.
We will not therefore be afraid
though all the earth should be removed;
though mountains great be hurled
into the ocean's depths;
though seas may roar and foam
and billows shake the shore;
though mountains tremble at their power.
A river brings refreshing streams
to cheer the city of our God,
the Most High’s holy dwelling place.
God is in her; she won't be moved;
at dawn will God help her.
The heathen rage; realms quake;
He lifts His voice; earth melts.
The LORD of hosts with us!
Our fortress strong is Jacob’s God.
O come, see what the LORD has done;
He desolations brought on earth;
on earth He puts an end to wars,
breaks bow and spear, and chariots burns.
Be still! Know I am God.
Exalted o’er all men,
exalted o’er all earth.
The LORD of hosts with us!
Our fortress strong is Jacob’s God.

O

is the month of
Reformation as we remember,
on October 31st, Martin Luther’s
nailing of his 95 Theses to the door
of the Castle Church in Wittenberg.
Every year we, along with many
other churches, mark Reformation
Sunday by singing Martin Luther’s
great hymn, A Mighty Fortress Is
Our God. That hymn is a paraphrase
of Psalm 46, and so we thought it
would be fitting to have that as our
Psalm of the Month for October.
CTOBER

The focus of the Psalm is the
confidence that we have in the
Sovereignty of God, even in the midst
of great trouble.
The Psalmist puts it vividly in the
opening two verses, writing,
“God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore, we will not fear
though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved
into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble
at its swelling.”
It is a picture of confidence in the
face of the greatest of all catastrophes,
which then leads the reader, through
an argument from greater-to-lesser, to
realize that there is nothing that can
come upon us for which God is not
our help and strength.

T

he Psalm begins and ends with a
magnificent description of the
sovereign work of God, but in the
middle of the Psalm it is the Kingdom
of God that is described.
The middle stanza (vv. 4-7)
describes the Kingdom of God in
language very similar to Revelation
22, and focuses on the incredible
satisfaction of that Kingdom, and the
presence of God amongst His people.
Even though the nations rage against
God and His people, we have a
profound security in our union with
such a magnificent God.
. . . . . . . . .

T

Psal m leads us t o
ADORATION by reminding us
of the sheer power of our God.
There are times when we can grow
intimidated by those who rage against
the Church, but this psalm lifts our
eyes and fixes them on the glory of
our God whose very voice melts the
earth (v. 6). It leads us to stand in awe
of the strength of our God.
It leads us to CONFESSION as we
consider how often we have been
sinfully anxious about how the world
will treat us. There have been times
when we have been afraid, and we
have forgotten that the Almighty God
is our refuge and strength. It leads us
to confess that too often we seek
peace and security in places other than
our God.
The Psalm also leads us to give
THANKS to God for this promise that
is a real source of comfort to the
Church around the world. We give
thanks to God that He has spoken to
us in His Word, and reminded us of
the intimate care with which He
protects His Church. We give thanks
that this God is our Father, and that
He protects us as His children.
Finally, this Psalm leads us to
SUPPLICATION as we pray that
such a wonderful promise will lead the
Church on to boldness in the face of
hostility, and resolve in the face of
persecution. It leads us to pray for the
Church around the world (ourselves
included) that we would rejoice even
in the face of raging nations, secure in
the knowledge that “the LORD of
hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is
our fortress.” (v. 11) 
H IS

October 2015 • GIPC Connection • Volume 6, Issue 10 • Page 3

Sunday, October
18th has been
designated
“Covenant College
Sunday” — a time
to highlight our
denomination’s
college.

Why I Love Covenant College
By Chase Bradley Waller, son of TE Brad Waller,
Pastor, Grace Church of the Islands.

“I am the son of a Presbyterian minister. I attended
Christian school from lower school through middle school.
Thus I never really assumed I would end up at a Christian
college. But I agreed to visit Covenant College, which I had
not heard of until senior year of high school, due to the
constant requests of a friend of mine who was a student there.
“After visiting, I was positive this was the school I wanted
to attend, and the Lord has made that clearer to me each day
I am here. My impressions of Covenant when I visited can
only be described as perhaps the most genuine, fervent, and
joyful community of believers I have experienced.
“When I arrived for school in the fall, I was quite
prideful of my doctrinal and theological knowledge, being
a pastor's son, and assumed that much of what I heard
would be review. But when I truly began to engage in
classes, I was astonished at what I saw and learned. I have
been a believer since my youth, but the very essence of my
faith began to evolve and solidify. This only becomes
more true as my experience at Covenant progresses. Even
for one, such as myself, who has been a believer for a long
time, I am daily gaining a diversity of wisdom and
knowledge. My views of the cross and even the person of
God have changed dramatically since being here.
“And on top of the richness of the intellectual and
spiritual experience is the sheer beauty of the location.
Covenant is the #1 prettiest Christian college in America,
and simply that will remind any student of the goodness
and glory of the Lord. Covenant is also unique because it
provides a solace from the business of the world as it is on
top of a mountain, but it is also ten minutes away from
downtown Chattanooga. Thus any student at Covenant has
the potential for a richly diverse experience.
“Overall, Covenant provides a unique experience that is
enriching for any student who decides to attend. I know
that for me, Covenant has taught me more about life and
my faith than anywhere before, and I am exceptionally
thankful for my experience. To God be the glory.” ▪

“Beyond the Pages”
Book Group
Wednesday, October 7th, 9:30 a.m.
The Book Group meets on the first
Wednesday of each month and is
open to anyone who enjoys reading
and discussing books. The next
meeting is set for October 7th at 9:30 a.m. to discuss
Chasing Fireflies, by Charles Martin. This “novel of
discovery” is set in Glynn County, GA. Meet at
Magnolia Manor, 100 Heritage Drive, in the second
floor library of the large building beside the water
fountain.

Men’s Monthly Study
Saturday, October 10th, 8:30 a.m.
The men of the church meet on the “2nd Saturday” of
each month at the pastor’s home, 413 Couper Avenue.
The current study is based on “The Life of God in the
Soul of the Church,” by Thabiti Anyabwile. Copies of
the book are available at the Book Stall in the church
foyer.

Men’s Fall Fellowship
Friday, October 30th, 6:00 p.m.
All men are invited to gather at the home of Ken
Rickerson (105 Bartram Trail) for an evening of good
food and fellowship on Friday, October 30th. Details will
be announced.

Women in the Church
A Women’s Study Group is offered on the first and third
Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m., meeting at the
home of Diane Chilton (106 Arthur J. Moore Drive).
Topic: The nature of love, using C.S. Lewis’ The Four
Loves, as a guide. October meeting dates: 10/5, 10/19
A new Women’s Monthly Study
begins Tuesday, October 6th, 6:30
p.m. at the home of Cindy Parrish
(113 Demere Oaks Circle). Books
are available at GIPC. If you have
any questions, please contact Sara
Brown at 577-3287.
The Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Study continues
their in-depth look at the book of Acts. This group meets
each Wednesday except the first, 9:30 a.m. at the home
of Sara Brown, 413 Couper Avenue.
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OCTOBER

OCTOBER

“Oh how I love Your law! It is
my meditation all the day.”
(Psalm 119:97)

“Oh how I love Your law! It is
my meditation all the day.”
(Psalm 119:97)

“Oh how I love Your law! It is
my meditation all the day.”
(Psalm 119:97)

Family Worship
Old Testament Reading

Family Worship
New Testament Reading

Private
Old Testament Reading

Private
Psalms

Date Book
Chapter
1
I Kings
3
2
4,5
3
6
4
7
5
8
6
9
7
10
8
11
9
12
10
13
11
14
12
15
13
16
14
17
15
18
16
19
17
20
18
21
19
22
20 II Kings
1
21
2
22
3
23
4
24
5
25
6
26
7
27
8
28
9
29
10
30
11,12
31
13


































Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Date Book
1
Psalms
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Week beginning
SEPTEMBER 27

Week beginning
OCTOBER 4

Daniel

Hosea

Matthew 7:6
Do not give dogs what is holy,
and do not throw your pearls before pigs,
lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.

Week beginning
OCTOBER 11

Chapter
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
1
2
3,4
5,6


































Week beginning
OCTOBER 18
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Chapter 
83,84 
85

86

87,88 
89

90

91

92,93 
94

95,96 
97,98 
99-101 
102

103

104

105

106

107

108,109 
110,111 
112,113 
114,115 
116

117,118 
119:1-24 
v. 25-48 
v. 49-72 
v. 73-96 
v. 97-120 
v. 121-144 
v. 145-176 

Week beginning
OCTOBER 25
Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread,
will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him
a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father
who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!
So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them,
for this is the Law and the Prophets.

Book
Ezekiel

Matthew 7:9-12


































Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you;
seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks receives,
and the one who seeks finds,
and to the one who knocks it will be opened.

Book
Chapter
Ephesians 1
2
3
4
5
6
Philippians 1
2
3
4
Colossians 1
2
3
4
I Thessalonians 1
2
3
4
5
II Thessalonians 1
2
3
I Timothy
1
2
3
4
5
6
II Timothy 1
2
3

Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye,
but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?
Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck
out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye?
You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then
you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.

Matthew 7:3-5

OCTOBER

“Oh how I love Your law! It is
my meditation all the day.”
(Psalm 119:97)

Matthew 7:1-2
Judge not, that you be not judged.
For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged,
and with the measure you use it will be measured to you.

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)
October Fighter Verses (Desiring God Ministries, Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN)



OCTOBER

