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year is the 500 year anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.
It was on October 31, 1517 that Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to
the door of the Castle Church in Wittenburg, sparking a Reformation
that would sweep across Europe and affect the entire world.
HIS

The Reformation, put in the simplest of terms, was the rediscovery of the
Gospel of Justification by Faith alone in Christ alone through Grace alone.
It was the declaration of the true Gospel that our sins are forgiven and we are
reunited to God, not by anything we have done or can do, but simply by God’s
sovereign action in and through Christ.
The proclamation of this doctrine swept across Europe as people realized that there
was a freedom in this Gospel that released them from the burden of Roman Catholic
dogma, which weighed them down with duty after duty and set the Clergy up as the
gate-keepers of Christ’s Kingdom. And in the years that followed, this Gospel of
free grace swept across the world as missionaries spread out from the major centers
of Reformation: Wittenburg, Geneva, Edinburgh, and Zurich.
It is good and right that this year we celebrate that after the deep darkness of
medieval Catholicism the Gospel light broke out and has shone brightly ever
since. It is right that this year we give thanks to God for His manifold grace as
He spoke powerfully through His Word and glorified Himself in the
proclamation of this Gospel.

T

is one of the reasons why I am particularly excited that our Keynote
Speaker for the 2017 World Missions Conference is Dr. Noé Acosta,
Founder and President of Seminario Reformado Latinoamericano. To our minds
it is easy for us to think of the Reformation as something that
happened 500 years ago, but the truth is there are many parts of
the world in which this Gospel of free grace is still relatively
unknown, and SRL is devoted to helping train and equip pastors
who are preaching and teaching in the midst of heavily Roman
Catholic societies.
HIS

There is no doubt that modern Roman Catholicism is not as brutal as that
which was found in medieval Europe, but essential Roman Catholic doctrine has
not changed and their religion is built on the understanding that there are things
we must do if we are to be saved; things that are required of us in order to
complete the work of Christ in salvation.

The Gospel Project

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
Ephesians
Friday-Sunday, November 3, 4, and 5
GIPC World Missions Conference
(details, pg. 2)
Mon 11/6, 13, 20, 27 Women’s
Weekly Prayer Group,
10:00 a.m., Parrish home
Tue 11/7 “Beyond the Pages”
Book Group, 1:00 p.m.
Magnolia Manor
Wed 11/8 Midweek Prayer Mtg.
7:00 p.m., Currier home
Thu 11/9 & Tue 11/28 Women’s
Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Chilton home
Sat

11/11 Men’s Monthly Study
8:00 a.m., Huddlestons

Sun 11/12 The Lord’s Supper
10:30 a.m. Worship
Wed 11/15 Midweek Prayer Mtg.
7:00 p.m., Brown home
Wed 11/22 No Prayer Mtg, in lieu of
Thanksgiving Holiday
Wed 11/29 Midweek Prayer Mtg.
7:00 p.m., Brown home
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While the Roman Catholic Church may have a less severe face, underlying it
all remains an understanding of God and salvation that keeps people burdened
and enslaved to ritual and dependent upon Mother Church. It is into that context
in Latin America that SRL is at work to help train and equip Protestant Pastors
to be more effective as they teach and preach and proclaim that Gospel of free
grace rediscovered and proclaimed by Martin Luther. I am excited to hear
personally from Dr. Acosta how this is changing lives and even communities
across Latin America as the light of the Gospel shines brightly into the darkness.

H

I am also excited to hear from our other two
speakers – Chaplain (MAJ) William M. (Michael) Oliver,
who is a PCA minister currently serving as Brigade Chaplain
for the 116th Military Intelligence Brigade (Aerial Intelligence),
Intelligence and Security Command. While Chaplain Oliver
may not share quite as many similarities with the Reformation
as Dr. Acosta, he has been called by God to serve in just as
spiritually dark a place. Chaplain Oliver has a unique ministry to many young
men and women who are serving our country, but who are surrounded by a
culture that promotes self-gratification. The secular, self-centered philosophy
that is so prevalent in our culture, including our military culture, is just as harsh
as anything that has ever come out of the Vatican. The relentless pursuit of selfsatisfaction driven on by the “secular gospel” can often lead to anxiety and
despair as people worry that they are not doing enough, often enough, in order
to get what that “gospel” promises. Chaplain Oliver has an amazing opportunity
to build relationships with young men and women and bring the light of the
Gospel of free grace to bear in their lives.
In a similar way Rev. Joshua Keel, who is serving
as the new Campus Minister at Georgia Southern
University, will share with us about how he is able to
proclaim this Gospel among the students on that
campus. It doesn’t take much work to realize that
our university campuses are the hotbed of cultural
influence and change. It is no accident that Martin
Luther was serving as a professor at the University of Wittenburg when he was
able to proclaim his rediscovery of Paul’s doctrine of justification from Romans
3, (and that is not to say anything of Jan Huss and John Wycliffe upon whose
shoulders Martin Luther stood – men who held positions at the significant
universities of the Charles University in Prague and Oxford University in
England, respectively).
Josh has a unique ministry, sitting on the front line of the battle for the hearts
and minds of the nation as he ministers among students wrestling with the
philosophies being taught, intentionally and unintentionally, in that seat of
higher education.

A

OWEVER,

we remember the Protestant Reformation this year, it is important for us
to remember that we are not talking about an “event” that happened 500
years ago, but an ongoing mission of the Church to take the Gospel “as far as
the curse is found.” I hope that you will be able to join us as we hear from these
men and give thanks to God for His grace and goodness to us in Christ. 
S

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, November 3rd
International Dinner and
Keynote Address
6:30 p.m. at GIPC
Dr. Noé Acosta: “21st Century
Reformation in Latin America”
Bring an ethnic main dish, side,
or dessert to share.
Program for school-aged children.
Childcare provided.

Saturday, November 4th
“Getting to Know You”
9:00-12:00 at GIPC, followed by a
Light Lunch (catered, no charge)
Ministry Presentations by our
Guest Missionaries

Sunday, November 5th
“Faith Promise Sunday”
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
(w/Guest Missionaries)
10:30 a.m. Worship*
Dr. Noé Acosta: “The Foreign Mission
of the Lord Jesus Christ”
*Collection of our 2018 Faith Promise
Commitment Cards
12:00 p.m. Light Lunch
(catered, no charge)

The Conference concludes
following the Lunch.
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Pardon our dust…
As I mentioned at the Fall Kick-Off, GIPC has been blessed with a generous
gift to upgrade our facility. The initial scope of this gift was to upgrade the
lighting at the front of the sanctuary, improve the public areas of the church,
and for tree removal.
In the summer the Session gathered together a Facility
Improvement Committee to oversee this work, and the
committee has been hard at work for the past few months
determining the best way to move forward and begin these
improvements.
The committee determined that the areas we want to upgrade first and foremost
were the bathrooms. Now, this might seem like an odd place to start, but I think
most of you will understand why we deemed the current condition of our
bathrooms as less than visitor-friendly! Over the course of twenty years
bathrooms take a beating (especially during the years that the school occupied
the building!) and it was our desire to refresh them so that all who use them feel
comfortable.
We also have been at work making plans for upgrading the sanctuary lighting.
After our initial focus on the pulpit area of the sanctuary, an additional donor
came forward and has enabled us to upgrade all the lighting in the sanctuary,
replacing the current light fixtures with LED lights. These lights will be more
adjustable and will use far less power to illuminate the sanctuary. Additionally,
we have been able to purchase a chandelier which will hang over the front rows
of seating, creating a warmer, more intimate space.
The committee has just met to make the final preparations for both of these
projects. We don’t have a definite date for when work will begin, but it is our
hope that some of the work will begin around the middle of November.
Additionally, you may have noticed new benches and planters at the front of
our church, designed and built by our own John Kroeze! These are part of a
developing plan to improve the landscaping at the front our building, beautifying
the initial impression people get of our building.
We are blessed with being in the position of having some money leftover after
these initial projects and so the committee’s next task will be to determine Phase
Two of the improvement process, which will likely begin in early 2018.

Men’s Discipleship
Saturday, November 11th
8:00 a.m., Huddleston home
623 Bartow Street, SSI
The men of the church meet on
the “2nd Saturday” of each
month for Bible study and
fellowship and are currently
working through the book of
James.

Women’s Bible Study
“The 3 Ans—Anxiety,
Annoyance, and Anger:
Robbers of our Joy in Christ”
This study meets twice a month,
7:00 p.m., at the home of Diane
Chilton, 106 Arthur J. Moore
Drive, St. Simons Island.
Note: the November dates
are as follows. . .
Thursday, November 9th
Tuesday, November 28th

Women’s Weekly
Prayer Group
(Monday mornings at 10)
The Women’s Prayer Group
meets each Monday morning at
10:00 a.m. at the home of
Cindy Parrish, 113 Demere
Oaks Circle, SSI. All women
are welcome to attend.

Thank you for your patience as we begin this work, and we hope that you like
the plans that we have come up with!
In your service,
Alexander Brown, for the Facility Improvement Committee

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
48 Hampton Point Drive
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522
Phone: 912.638.2563

Classes for school-aged Children and for Adults

E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org

A Nursery is available for younger children.

www.gipc-pca.org
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A Personal Note of Thanks
—from Alexander S. Brown, Minister
Thank you to all who helped in the set-up, serving and breaking down at our
recent hosting of the Savannah River Presbytery and at the Memorial Service
for Dan Reed. I am so thankful for your care and attention to detail. It was
wonderful to see many hands making light work. Thank you to all who pitched
in to make both of these events happen without any (discernible!) issues. It truly
gladdens my heart to see the church family coming together to serve as you did
so faithfully.
Please find below the Resolution of Thanks that was passed by the Presbytery:
Resolution of Thanks
Be it resolved that the Presbyterians of the Fifty-Sixth
Stated Meeting of the Savannah River Presbytery meeting at
Golden Isles Presbyterian Church, Saint Simons Island,
Georgia, wish to express our sincere and heartfelt thanks to
the staff, officers, and members of Golden Isles Presbyterian
Church for your warm and kind hospitality to us in Christ.
We are thankful that God has blessed you with wonderful
and beautiful facilities, in which you have shared with us
this morning. We thank you for the delicious meal and snacks,
prepared for us by your people, and your labor of love.
May God continue to bless you and your ministry to Saint
Simons Island and to others around the world.

Beyond the Pages Book Group
“Open to all those who enjoy
reading and discussing books”
The Book Group will meet
Tuesday, November 7th, 1:00 p.m.
to discuss “The Other Einstein,” by
Marie Benedict.
Meet at Magnolia Manor on St.
Simons, in the 2nd floor lounge of
the large building beside the water
fountain.
December selection: “A Cup of
Christmas Tea,” by Tom Hegg.

Midweek Prayer
Meeting
The church family gathers in
a home for prayer each
Wednesday except the first.
November meeting dates:
Nov. 8 (Currier home)
Nov. 15 (Brown home)
Nov. 29 (Brown home)

GIPC Christmas
Gift Box Project

There will be no meeting on the
22nd in lieu of the Thanksgiving
Holiday.

Each year, GIPC participates in Sacred Road’s “Shoebox
Christmas Gifts” Drive to benefit the more than 300 children
of the Yakama Indian Nation who attend Hope Fellowship and Kids Clubs.
Sacred Road has a goal of expanding to 5 other housing projects on the
Reservation. The boxes are handed out at the Youth Christmas Party.
Information sheets with details regarding what to pack, along with empty
shoebox-size containers, are available at a table in the church foyer. If you
prefer, you may choose to send a Walmart gift card instead.
All shoeboxes and gift cards should be turned in to GIPC by Sunday,
November 19th. (Gift Cards may be personally handed to Sharon Bolin.)
This is only one of many ways the Sacred Road team reaches out to the
community. To learn more, visit: www.sacredroadministries.com/www
View a 5-minute video of last year’s “A Reservation Christmas” as Joshua
Tsavatewa and his team of volunteers distributed additional shoeboxes and
food packages for families: jtsavatewa.blogspot.com (Scroll down to the Feb. 1, 2017 post.)
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Westminster Shorter Catechism

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #91

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #92

1 year plan—Q & A to review/study:
Week of November 5:

91, 92, 93

Week of November 12: 94, 95
Week of November 19: 96, 97
Week of November 26: 98, 99

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #93

Question: How do the sacraments
become effectual means of salvation?

Question:

Answer: The sacraments become
effectual means of salvation, not from
any virtue in them, or in him who
administers them; but only by the
blessing of Christ, and the working of His
Spirit in those who receive them by faith.

Answer:

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #94

What is a sacrament?
A sacrament is a holy ordinance
instituted by Christ, wherein, by sensible
signs, Christ, and the benefits of the new
covenant, are represented, sealed, and
applied to believers.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #95

Question:

Question: What is baptism?

Question:

Which are the sacraments of the
New Testament?

Answer: Baptism is a sacrament,
wherein the washing with water in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost, signifies and seals our
ingrafting into Christ, and partaking of
the benefits of the covenant of grace,
and our engagement to be the Lord’s.

To whom is baptism to be administered?

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #97

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #98

Answer:
The sacraments of the New Testament
are, Baptism, and the Lord’s supper.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #96
Question: What is the Lord’s supper?
Answer: The Lord’s supper is a sacrament,
wherein, by giving and receiving bread and
wine, according to Christ’s appointment,
His death is showed forth; and the worthy
receivers are, not after a corporal and carnal
manner, but by faith, made partakers of His
body and blood, with all His benefits, to their
spiritual nourishment, and growth in grace.

Answer: Baptism is not to be
administered to any that are out of the
visible church, till they profess their faith
in Christ, and obedience to Him; but the
infants of such as are members of the
visible church are to be baptized.

Question: What is required to the
worthy receiving of the Lord’s supper?

Question:

Answer: It is required of them that would

Answer:

worthily partake of the Lord’s supper, that
they examine themselves of their knowledge
to discern the Lord’s body, of their faith to
feed upon Him, of their repentance, love, and
new obedience; lest, coming unworthily, they
eat and drink judgment to themselves.

What is prayer?
Prayer is an offering up of our desires
unto God for things agreeable to His will,
in the name of Christ, with confession of
our sins, and thankful acknowledgement
of His mercies.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #99
Question:
What rule has God given for our
direction in prayer?
Answer: The whole Word of God is of
use to direct us in prayer; but the special
rule of direction is that form of prayer
which Christ taught His disciples,
commonly called The Lord’s prayer.
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NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

“As new-born babes, desire
the sincere milk of the Word,
that you may grow thereby.”
(I Peter 2:2)

“As new-born babes, desire
the sincere milk of the Word,
that you may grow thereby.”
(I Peter 2:2)

“As new-born babes, desire
the sincere milk of the Word,
that you may grow thereby.”
(I Peter 2:2)

“As new-born babes, desire
the sincere milk of the Word,
that you may grow thereby.”
(I Peter 2:2)

Family Worship
Old Testament Reading

Family Worship
New Testament Reading

Private
Old Testament Reading

Private
Psalms & New Testament

Date Book
Chapter
1
II Kings
14
2
15
3
16
4
17
5
18
6
19
7
20
8
21
9
22
10
23
11
24
12
25
13 I Chronicles 1,2
14
3,4
15
5,6
16
7,8
17
9,10
18
11,12
19
13,14
20
15
21
16
22
17
23
18
24
19,20
25
21
26
22
27
23
28
24,25
29
26,27
30
28

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Date Book
1
Psalms
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16 Luke
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Book
Hosea

Chapter
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
Joel
1
2
3
Amos
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
Obadiah
1
Jonah
1
2
3
4
Micah
1
2
3
4
5

Week beginning
NOVEMBER 12

































Week beginning
NOVEMBER 19
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Chapter
120-122
123-125
126-128
129-131
132-134
135,136
137,138
139
140,141
142
143
144
145
146,147
148-150
1:1-38
1:39-80
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

































Week beginning
NOVEMBER 26

Psalm 141:3-4 “Speech”
Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth;
keep watch over the door of my lips!
Do not let my heart incline to any evil, to busy myself with
wicked deeds in company with men who work iniquity,
and let me not eat of their delicacies!

Week beginning
NOVEMBER 5

































Psalm 125:1-2 “Trusting God”
Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.
As the mountains surround Jerusalem,
so the LORD surrounds His people,
from this time forth and forevermore.

Book
Chapter
II Timothy 4
Titus
1
2
3
Philemon
1
Hebrews
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
James
1
2
3
4
5
I Peter
1
2
3
4
5
II Peter
1
2

John 14:2-3 “Eternity”
Let not your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God; believe also in Me.
In my Father’s house are many rooms.
If it were not so, would I have told you
that I go to prepare a place for you?.

Proverbs 19:11 “Anger, Battling”
Good sense makes one slow to anger,
and it is his glory to overlook an offense.

Week beginning
OCTOBER 29

































John 15:5 “Life in Christ”
I am the vine; you are the branches.
Whoever abides in me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit,
for apart from me you can do nothing.

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)



NOVEMBER

