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Sunday Schedule

By Alexander S. Brown, Minister

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

Over the past few months we have been intermittently looking at what it means
to be a Church Member.

The Apostles’ Creed

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship

In September we looked at how, contrary to much contemporary discourse,
church membership is presented in the New Testament as a fundamental part of
the Christian life.
In March we moved from looking at the general concept of church membership
to begin looking at what it means to be a member of Golden Isles Presbyterian
Church in particular, and we saw that the first and foremost thing we have to
understand is that GIPC is a Christian Church.
In other words, GIPC is a congregation of people who understand that they are
sinners saved by the grace of God alone, and are resolved to live for the glory of
God alone.
This month, we drill a little deeper as we look at what it means for Golden Isles
Presbyterian Church to be a Presbyterian Church.
-----------------------------

T

America today you will find multitudes of different
Christian denominations. There are the Presbyterians, the Anglicans,
the Methodists, the Baptists – each with a variety of divisions among
themselves, and that is not to mention the thousands of independent churches
which have no formal denominational association.
HROUGHOUT

Each of these denominations and churches have their own distinctives and
emphases. Sometimes the differences between them are about how the Bible
is to be understood and interpreted – this is the case with things like when and
how baptism is to be administered, and the continuation, or otherwise, of
charismatic gifts.

Gospel of Matthew

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Zechariah

Tue 5/2 “Beyond the Pages”
Book Group
1:00 p.m., Magnolia Manor
Tue 5/2 Women’s Monthly Study
7:00 p.m., Parrish home
Wed 5/3 “1st Wednesday” Dinner
6:30 p.m., Jo Shippen’s
home (see pg. 2)
Sun 5/7 Lord’s Supper
10:30 a.m. Worship
Tue 5/9 Stated Session Meeting
6:00 p.m., GIPC
Wed 5/10, 17, 24, 31
Midweek Prayer
7:00 p.m., Brown home
Sat

5/13 Men’s Monthly Study
8:30 a.m., Brown home

Sun 5/14 Mother’s Day
(CareNet Coins-for-Life
begins)
Mon 5/29 Memorial Day Holiday

At other times the difference is a lot more fundamental and is over the place
the Bible itself should have within the life of the Church – whether it is to be
understood as inerrant (never misleading) and infallible (without error), or
whether it needs our wisdom and understanding to cover its blemishes and
make it presentable to a 21st century audience.
Within this spectrum, Golden Isles Presbyterian Church lies as a conservative
Presbyterian Church, and that means several things.
Continued on page 2
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Join us for the next

“1st Wednesday” Dinner

We are cared for by Elders
As a Presbyterian church we are governed by a Session that is constituted of
Elders who are elected by the congregation. It is easy to think of the Session as
the church’s Board of Directors, but that is to mis-characterize the work that the
Elders are called to.
While there is a component of the Elder’s work that comprises the management
of the congregation, being involved in the oversight of budgets, the casting of
vision, and the day-to-day running of the organization, the essential work of the
Elder is better understood as a Shepherding work. As a Shepherd of the congregation
who elected them, the Elder is called to care for the Members of the church. That
pastoral mandate is what guides and directs everything the Session does.
It is the duty of the Session to make sure that the congregation are well fed, and
so it is the work of the Session to oversee and approve what is taught in our Bible
studies and Sunday School, and to keep the Pastor accountable, ensuring that the
congregation are fed a balanced and nutritional spiritual diet.
Correspondingly, it is the duty of the Elders to ensure that the Members
of the church are kept from spiritual harm. This work entails guarding the pulpit,
ensuring that only faithful and qualified men are allowed to preach, and guarding
our classrooms, ensuring that only proven men and women are teaching the
congregation.
This work of guarding against spiritual danger is also what lies behind the
practice of church discipline. The whole notion of Church Discipline has fared
poorly over the past 50 years as a consumeristic view of the Church has become
more prevalent, and more often than not people will feel free to simply leave a
church if threatened with being made subject to church discipline.
In one sense it is understandable – we do not like to be told that we are wrong,
or to have our shortcomings made evident to us. This is especially true if we do
not understand the Elders as our Shepherds, but rather as Directors of an
organization we happen to like.
However, when we do understand the Elders as Shepherds who have been
entrusted with our spiritual care and well-being, we understand that church
discipline is for our good. It ultimately is not there to punish us, or humiliate us,
but is instead an act of pastoral care to stop us going down a wrong path and
bring us back to biblical faithfulness.
That is why the PCA’s Book of Church Order describes discipline like this –
“All baptized persons, being members of the Church are subject to its discipline
and entitled to the benefits thereof.” (BCO 27-2) It is a benefit of membership
that we are subject to the discipline of the church. It is a mark that there are
Shepherds who are keeping careful watch over us.

We are a Connectional Church
As a Presbyterian church, we are a connectional church. Unlike Independent or
Congregational churches, we are formally connected to all the other churches
within our denomination (the Presbyterian Church in America).
Continued on page 3

May 3, 2017 • 6:30 p.m.
On the first Wednesday of each
month the church family meets
in a home for a potluck supper.
The next dinner is set for
Wednesday, May 3rd at the
home of Jo Shippen,
Marsh’s Edge.
The main dish, barbeque, will
be provided; please sign up to
bring a side, salad, or dessert.
*Directions to Jo’s home are
available at the sign-up sheet.
Parents: Childcare will be
available at the Brown home.

“Beyond the Pages”
Book Group
Tuesday, May 2nd
1:00 p.m., Magnolia Manor*
The Book Group meets on the
“First Tuesday” of each month
and is open to all those who
enjoy reading and discussing
books. The May selection
is The Kitchen House, by
Kathleen Grissom.
*Magnolia Manor on St. Simons, in
the second floor lounge of the large
building beside the water fountain.

Loan Update
Loan Balance
(as of 3/27/17)

$633,670

April Payment:
Interest

$

2,846

Principal

$

3,102

Additional Principal $

1,500

Total Payment
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$

7,448
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The Presbyterian Church structure can be pictured like this:

The General Assembly is the national association, or court. It oversees the work
of the entire denomination, and in particular keeps the Presbyteries accountable.
The Presbytery is the regional court which oversees the work of the churches
within its bounds. The Session is the court of the local church, consisting of the
Elders elected by the congregation.
However, just as the Session is not the Board of Directors, it is important to
understand that our connectionalism is not something akin to a business corporate
structure. It is not the case that the General Assembly is our “Head Office,”
Presbytery our “Regional Office,” and the Session our local “branches.”
While our structure does help us in our desire to evangelize broadly as we bear
the burden of church planting and expansion, the true value of it lies in our
ensuring that things in the church are done decently and in good order.
The 17th century Scottish theologian Alexander Henderson captured the beauty
of this system of church government when he wrote:
In the authority of these assemblies, parochial [Session], presbyterial

[Presbytery], provincial [Synod]1, and national [General Assembly],
and in the subordination of the lesser unto the greater, or of the more
particular elderships to the larger and general eldership, doth consist
the order, strength, and steadfastness of the Church of Scotland…
Here is a superiority without tyranny, for no minister hath a papal
or monarchial jurisdiction over his own flock, far less over other pastors
and over the congregation of a large diocese. Here there is parity without
confusion and disorder, for the pastors are in order before the elders,
and the elders before the deacons. Every particular church is subordinate
to the presbytery, the presbytery to the synod, and the synod to the national
assembly. One pastor also hath priority of esteem before another for age,
for zeal, for gifts, for his good deservings of the Church, each one honoring
him whom God hath honored, and as he beareth the image of God, which
was to be seen among the Apostles themselves.
But none hath pre-eminence of title or power or jurisdiction above
others; even as in nature one eye hath not power over another, only the
head hath power over all, even as Christ over His church…
And lastly, here is a subjection without slavery, for the people are
subject to the pastors and assemblies, yet there is no assembly where in
every particular church hath not interest and power; nor is there anything
done but they are, if not actually yet virtually, called to consent unto it.
1

The PCA does not have Synods

The book table, located in the church
foyer, provides easy access to good
Christian books at reasonable prices. If
you would like to recommend a book
for the table, or are seeking good
books on a particular topic, please
speak to Rev. Brown.

On Sunday, May 7th, GIPC will
begin a new Sunday School class
on The Apostles’ Creed.
In conjunction
with this class,
copies of J. I.
Packer’s study
book, “Affirming
the Apostles’
Creed,” will be
available at the Book Stall.
The Apostles’ Creed is the oldest
summary of Christian beliefs and
was used as a tool to instruct nonJewish inquirers and Jewish
converts in the faith. According to
Packer, typically, at the end of
three years’ catechizing, the new
believer would be baptized on
Easter Eve, and confess his/her
faith using the words of the Creed.
“J. I. Packer explains the
meaning and implications of each
phrase of this great creed. Each
concise chapter serves as an
invitation to dive further into the
creed...and into the essentials of
the Christian faith.” (Crossway.org)

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
48 Hampton Point Drive
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522
Phone: 912.638.2563
E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org

Continued on page 4

May 2017 • GIPC Connection • Volume 8, Issue 5 • Page 3

www.gipc-pca.org

GIPC is a Presbyterian Church

(Continued from page 3)

Our connectionalism means that there is order and
accountability as the member churches of the PCA, and
their Elders, walk together for the glory of Christ. We live
in mutual submission to one another. We live in humble
acknowledgment that we might be wrong at times and
we trust our brothers to show us our error so that we can
correct ourselves.

We are a Reformed Church
Being a Presbyterian Church, however, does not just
have to do with how we govern ourselves. It also
associates us with a theological tradition known as
Reformed Christianity. At the very heart of our theology is
a high view of the Bible, which we believe to be the only
rule of our faith and life.
We believe that the Bible is free from error and does not
mislead us in any way. We believe that Scripture is
fundamentally trustworthy, and we believe that while
human reasoning and wisdom rises and falls with the ebb
and flow of the ages, Divine Revelation spread across the
pages of the Old and New Testaments is a rock which
remains true forever.
We hold such a high view of Scripture because apart
from it we cannot know the truth about God, the truth
about ourselves, or the truth about how God and a sinful
humanity can be reunited. As the Westminster Confession
of Faith puts it:
Although the light of nature, and the works of
creation and providence do so far manifest the
goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave
men unexcusable; yet are they not sufficient to give
that knowledge of God, and of his will, which is
necessary unto salvation. Therefore it pleased the
Lord, at sundry times, and in divers manners, to
reveal himself, and to declare that his will unto his
church; and afterwards, for the better preserving
and propagating of the truth, and for the more sure
establishment and comfort of the church against the
corruptions of the flesh, the malice of Satan and of
the world, to commit the same wholly unto writing:
which maketh the Holy Scripture to be most
necessary; those former ways of God’s revealing his
will unto his people being now ceased. (WCF 1:1)
This means our church is committed to placing the Bible
at the very center of our worship, and we seek to be a
church whose worship is shaped by the Bible.

We are committed to being a church who reads the Bible,
preaches the Bible, prays the Bible, sings the Bible, and
sees the Bible (in the administration of the Sacraments).
Our whole understanding of God, of humanity, and what
God has done in His grace to unite us to Him in Christ is
built on this foundational doctrine of Scripture. As we try
to understand more and more about Who God is, and what
He has done for us, we search the Scriptures believing that
it is the only place where we can discover the truth.
The best description of that theology is found in the
Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster
Larger and Shorter Catechisms. These are the sub-ordinate
standards of the PCA (the Bible is our Standard of Faith)
and what that means is that we believe that they contain
what we believe to be a faithful and accurate summary of
biblical theology on a variety of issues.
However, Reformed theology can be summarized by the
acrostic TULIP:

Total Depravity: by this we mean that sin has so
corrupted humanity that we are unable to obey God
or even desire God in our natural state, and that we
are wholly dependent upon Him for all things in
salvation.

Unconditional Election: simply put, it is our
understanding that there is nothing in a Christian
which compelled God to save him. We believe that
the only motivation that God has for saving anyone
is His free, unmerited grace.

Limited Atonement: we believe that only those
who profess faith in Jesus Christ will be saved, and
all others will be subject to God’s righteous
judgment.

Irresistible Grace: essentially that God’s grace is
so wonderfully beautiful that when God gives us the
eyes to see it, and the heart to believe the Gospel, we
cannot do anything but put our faith in Christ.

Perseverance of the Saints: we do not believe that
there is any chance that a true Christian can ever
lose their salvation.
These five points are a little simplistic, but they give a
helpful snapshot of how our theology is centered on the
Sovereignty of God in all things, and our complete
dependence upon Him.
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OW,

it is important to understand that while we are a Reformed Church,
you do not have to agree with every point of our doctrine in order to
become a member of GIPC. While we believe that Reformed theology is the
most faithful system to what we find revealed in the Bible, we do not insist
that everyone who puts themselves forward for Membership hold to every
point of it. We do insist that our Officers (Deacons and Elders) hold to the
Westminster Documents, but the qualification for Membership within the
Church is simply a credible profession of faith in Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins.
If you have put your trust in Jesus as your Savior, and that is evidenced in a
transformed life and a submission to Him, then you are welcome to become a
member of Golden Isles Presbyterian Church. 
If you have questions about becoming a member
of Golden Isles Presbyterian Church, or would like to learn more,
please contact Rev. Alex Brown.

WSC Q & A continued from page 6:

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #44
Question:
What does the preface to the
ten commandments teach us?
Answer: The preface to the ten
commandments teaches us that
because God is the Lord, and our God,
and Redeemer, therefore we are bound
to keep all His commandments.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #45
Question:
Which is the first commandment?
Answer:
The first commandment is,
You shall have no other gods before Me.

Adult Sunday School
9:30 a.m. at GIPC
New Class begins May 7th:
“The Apostles’ Creed”
We recite it nearly every Sunday. Is it just a dull routine, or spoken with
confidence and joy? Why do we need creeds? Join us as we explore the
significance of this historic confession of our faith.

Midweek Prayer Meeting
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., Brown home
“Praying the Psalms”
On Wednesday evening the GIPC family gathers for a time of instruction
from God’s Word, followed by prayer for the advancement of God’s
kingdom at home and abroad.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #46
Question:
What is required in the
first commandment?
Answer:
The first commandment requires us to
know and acknowledge God to be the
holy true God, and our God; and to
worship and glorify Him accordingly.

Children’s
Discipleship

Women’s Monthly Study
Tuesday, May 2nd, 7:00 p.m.
The Women’s Monthly Study is held on the “1st Tuesday” of each month
at the home of Cindy Parrish. Current topic: James

Men’s Monthly Study
Saturday, May 13th, 8:30 a.m.
The men of the church meet once a month on the “2nd Saturday” at Pastor
Brown’s home and are currently studying the book of James.

GIPC provides a
Nursery for children (birth - 4 yrs.)
Children’s Church is offered during
the latter half of the Morning Service.

SAVE THE DATE! July 17-21

GIPC’s “Backyard Bible Club”
for Kids
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Westminster Shorter Catechism
1 year plan—Q & A to review/study:

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #33

Week of May 7:

33, 34, 35, 36

Question: What is justification?

Week of May 14:

37, 38, 39, 40

Week of May 21:

41, 42, 43, 44

Week of May 28:

45, 46

Sermons preached by Rev. Brown covering
the WSC questions are available at:
gipc-pca.org/westminster-shorter-catechism

Answer:
Justification is an act of God’s free grace,
wherein He pardons all our sins,
and accepts us as righteous in His sight
only for the righteousness of Christ
imputed to us, and received by faith
alone.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #35

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #36

Question:
What is sanctification?
Answer:
Sanctification is the work of God’s free
grace, whereby we are renewed in the
whole man after the image of God, and
are enabled more and more to die unto
sin, and live unto righteousness.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #38

Question: What are the benefits which in
this life do accompany or flow from
justification, adoption, and sanctification?
Answer: The benefits which in this life
do accompany or flow from justification,
adoption, and sanctification, are
assurance of God’s love, peace of
conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit, increase of
grace, and perseverance therein to the end.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #39

Question:
What benefits do believers receive from
Christ at the resurrection?

Question:
What is the duty which God requires
of man?

Answer: At the resurrection, believers
being raised up in glory, shall be openly
acknowledged and acquitted in the day
of judgment, and made perfectly blessed
in the full enjoying of God to all eternity.

Answer:
The duty which God requires of man
is obedience to His revealed will.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #41

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #42

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #34
Question:
What is adoption?
Answer:
Adoption is an act of God’s free grace,
whereby we are received into the
number, and have a right to all the
privileges of the sons of God.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #37
Question: What benefits do believers
receive from Christ at death?
Answer: The souls of believers are
at their death made perfect in holiness,
and do immediately pass into glory;
and their bodies, being still united to
Christ, do rest in their graves till the
resurrection.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #40
Question:
What did God at first reveal to man
for the rule of his obedience?
Answer:
The rule which God at first revealed
to man for his obedience was the
moral law.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #43

Question:
Where is the moral law summarily
comprehended?

Question:
What is the sum of the
ten commandments?

Question:
What is the preface to the
ten commandments?

Answer:

Answer: The sum of the ten
commandments is, To love the Lord our
God with all our heart, with all our soul,
with all our strength, and with all our
mind; and our neighbor as ourselves.

Answer: The preface to the ten
commandments is in these words,
I am the Lord your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage.

The moral law is summarily
comprehended in the ten
commandments.

WSC Q & A #44-46— see page 5.
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“From childhood you have been
acquainted with the holy
Scriptures.” (II Timothy 3:15)

“From childhood you have been
acquainted with the holy
Scriptures.” (II Timothy 3:15)

“From childhood you have been
acquainted with the holy
Scriptures.” (II Timothy 3:15)

“From childhood you have been
acquainted with the holy
Scriptures.” (II Timothy 3:15)

Family Worship
Old Testament Reading

Family Worship
Psalms Reading

Private
Old Testament Reading

Private
New Testament Reading

Date Book
Chapter
1
Numbers
8
2
9
3
10
4
11
5
12,13
6
14
7
15
8
16
9
17,18
10
19
11
20
12
21
13
22
14
23
15
24
16
25
17
26
18
27
19
28
20
29
21
30
22
31
23
32
24
33
25
34
26
35
27
36
28 Deuteronomy 1
29
2
30
3
31
4

Date Book
1
Psalms
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Week beginning
MAY 21
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Book
Chapter
Hebrews
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
James
1
2
3
4
5
I Peter
1
2
3
4
5
II Peter
1
2
3
I John
1
2
3
4
5
II John
1
III John
1
Jude
1
Revelation 1
2


































Week beginning
MAY 28

Isaiah 40:30-31 “Waiting on God”
Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men
shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the LORD
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings
like eagles; they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.

Week beginning
MAY 14

Book
Chapter 
Song of
6

Solomon
7

8

Isaiah
1

2

3,4

5

6

7

8,9:1-7 
9:8-10:4
10:5-34 
11,12 
13

14

15

16

17,18 
19,20 
21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32


Isaiah 40:28-29 “Sovereignty of God”
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary; His understanding
is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint,
and to him who has no might He increases strength.

Week beginning
MAY 7

Chapter 
44

45

46,47 
48

49

50

51

52-54 
55

56,57 
58,59 
60,61 
62,63 
64,65 
66,67 
68

69

70,71 
72

73

74

75,76 
77

78:1-37 
78:38-72
79

80

81,82 
83,84 
85

86,87 

Ephesians 4:26 “Anger, Battling”
Be angry and do not sin;
do not let the sun go down on your anger.

Psalm 1:5-6 “Word of the Lord”
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

Week beginning
APRIL 30


































Colossians 3:1-3 “Life in Christ”
If then you have been raised with Christ,
seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God.
Set your minds on things that are above,
not on things that are on earth.
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)



MAY

