
The Word of God Stands Forever 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

Lessons from the Upper Room 

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship 

Gospel of Matthew 

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

 

Sun 5/1 The Lord’s Supper 
  (10:30 a.m. Worship) 

Tue 5/3 Women’s Monthly Study 
  (6:30 p.m., Parrish home) 

Wed 5/4 Book Group 
  (9:30 a.m., Magnolia Manor) 

Wed 5/4 “1st Wednesday” Dinner 
  (6:30 p.m., Fox Run 
  Community Center— 
  see page 3) 

Sun 5/8 “Mother’s Day” 
  CareNet Baby Bottle 
  “Coins-for-Life” begins 

Mon 5/9, 23  Women’s Study Group 
  (6:00 p.m., Chilton home) 

Wed 5/11,18, 25  Ladies Bible Study 
  (9:30 a.m., Brown home) 

Wed 5/11,18, 25  Prayer Meeting 
  (7:00 p.m., Brown home) 

Sat 5/14 “2nd Saturday” Men’s Study 
  (8:30 a.m., Brown home) 

Tue 5/17 Stated Session Meeting 

Mon 5/30 Memorial Day Holiday 

May Calendar 
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Pray for us. 
By Alexander S. Brown, Minister 

I T IS usually in my June article that I ask for your prayers for the General 

Assembly, which meets every summer as the highest court in our 

denomination. However, I have decided to bring it forward this year and ask 

you to start praying now for the work that will be done during that week (June 

20-24), as well as for all the work that is being done in preparation for it. 

As many of you know, last year’s General Assembly was a somewhat 

historic meeting as the denomination made a significant step in confronting its 

history concerning our relationship towards minorities, especially the African-

American community.  

   We were brought face-to-face with many of 

our failings as Drs. Ligon Duncan (Chancellor, 

Reformed Theological Seminary) and Sean 

Lucas (Senior Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, 

Hattiesburg, MS) brought their personal 

resolution entitled Personal Resolution on  

Civil Rights Remembrance.  

During the course of the debate and discussion that followed the presentation 

of the resolution, the General Assembly heard from many diverse voices on 

how the PCA, and its forebear the PCUS, has conducted itself in regards to 

race relations. The evening culminated in an unprecedented hour of prayer, as 

we confessed our corporate sin (cf. Daniel 9:4-11; Nehemiah 9:2) and sought 

guidance from the Lord as we move forward. 

The will of the Assembly was to defer action until this year’s General 

Assembly, with the hopes that a year of consideration and discussion might 

yield some positive, actionable steps that would prevent any statement we 

issue being simply another piece of paper, simply to be filed away with little 

tangible change. 

N 
OW, it is important to understand that what we are speaking about is how 

we, the Presbyterian Church in America, have acted in race-relations. 

This is not a political statement or action, nor is it intended to make much 

comment about the wider race situation as it has been, or currently is, with the 

United States. What we are seeking to deal with is how the PCA and its church 

got caught up in a sinful cultural movement that led to the hurt of our own 

people, and a compromise to the gospel we proclaim. We are simply seeking to 

get the skeletons out of our closet, and get our own house in order. 

General 

Assembly 
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Men of the Church 
“2nd Saturday” Monthly Study 

May 14th, 8:30 a.m. (Brown home) 

The current study is based on 

the book, “The Life of God in the 

Soul of the Church.”  

Loan Update 
Loan Balance 

  (as of 3/28/16) $694,590 

April Payment: 

 Interest   $    3,025    

 Principal $    2,923   

 Additional Principal $    4,000 

Total Payment $    9,948 

“Beyond the Pages”  
Book Group 

The Book Group plans to meet on 

Wednesday, May 4th, 9:30 a.m. at 

Magnolia Manor* on St. Simons, and 

is open to anyone who enjoys reading 

and discussing books. The May 

selection is Emma: A Modern 

Retelling, by Alexander McCall Smith. 

*meet in the 2nd floor library of the large 

building beside the water fountain 

Looking ahead: 

June 1st:  The Residence,  

by Kate Andersen Brower 

September 7th:  Dead Wake:   

The Last Crossing of the Lusitania, 

by Erik Larson 

GOLDEN ISLES 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
48 Hampton Point Drive 

Saint Simons Island, GA 31522 

Phone:  912.638.2563 

E-Mail:  office@gipc-pca.org 

Web:  gipc-pca.org 

Children’s 
Ministry 

Each Sunday during the Morning 

Worship Service all children ages 4 

years through 2nd Grade have the 

opportunity to attend “Children’s 

Church.”  

This Spring the children are using 

a new curriculum entitled, “Teach 

Me to Worship.” Over the next year 

they will be learning about all the 

elements of the worship service, 

along with memorizing Scripture. 

If you would like to learn more 

about Children’s Ministry at GIPC, 

please speak to Sara Brown or 

Cindy Parrish. 

 Pray for us. 
   Continued from page 1 

D 
URING this year of consideration, many discussions have taken place 

throughout our denomination in which we have intentionally listened to our 

African-American brothers and let them show us the blind-spots that we were 

simply not aware of. Out of this has come a momentum in which several 

presbyteries have submitted to the General Assembly Overtures in which they 

echo the language of the Lucas-Duncan resolution and seek to make it more 

concrete and actionable. An Overture is simply a petition by a Presbytery that the 

General Assembly take action on a certain issue. At the time of writing, there are 

34 Overtures trying to tackle this thorny issue in an effective manner. 

There is no doubt there will be much debate again as this emotive issue comes 

to the floor of the Assembly, and so I would ask that you begin praying now* for 

harmony, for charity, for great care in speech, and that through our actions Christ 

would be glorified in His Church. 

T 
HE race issue is, of course, not the only matter that we will be dealing with. 

As always we will be hearing reports from our Committees and Agencies, 

reporting on their various labors on our behalf. Please pray for all the men who 

will be involved in committee meetings and giving reports on the floor of the 

Assembly. Please pray that their work would be carried out with alacrity, and 

even joy as we spend hours in windowless rooms for the sake of the Kingdom! 

And please do pray that the general tenor of the Assembly would be one of unity 

and peace.  

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! It is like the precious 

oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down on the 

collar of his robes! It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion!  

For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore.” (Psalm 133) 

*The PCA is offering a Prayer Guide online entitled, “Songs of the Redeemed:  50 Days 

of Prayer.”  pcamna.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/50-Days-of-Prayer-March-18.pdf   

The guide begins with Thursday, May 5th and runs through June 23rd. 

Significant Sessional 
Actions 

 Thomas James “Jamie” Hickey 

met with the Session of 

Golden Isles Presbyterian 

Church on Tuesday, March 

29th, 2016 for the purpose of 

joining the fellowship here and 

was subsequently received 

into membership. Please join 

in giving Jamie a warm 

welcome! 

 The next Stated Session 

Meeting is scheduled for May 

17th. (The Session did not 

meet in April.) 

Building & Grounds 
An additional light pole was 

installed in the parking lot to 

enhance safety and security for 

church members and visitors. 

http://pcamna.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/50-Days-of-Prayer-March-18.pdf
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O F  T H E  M O N T H  
psalm  

Psalm 103  
(vs. 8-14, 19-22) 

(Sing Psalms ~ Free Church of Scotland) 

The LORD is merciful and kind,  

to anger slow, and full of grace. 

He will not constantly reprove, 

or in His anger hide His face. 

He does not punish our misdeeds, 

or give our sins their just reward. 

How great His love—as high as heaven— 

to-wards all those who fear the LORD; 

to-wards all those who fear the LORD! 

As far as east is from the west, 

so far His love has borne away 

our many sins and trespasses 

and all the guilt that on us lay. 

Just as a father loves his child, 

so God loves those who fear His name. 

For He remembers we are dust, 

and well He knows our feeble frame; 

and well He knows our feeble frame. 

God’s kingly rule is over all; 

in heav-en He has set His throne. 

O you His angels, praise the LORD, 

strong ones by whom His will is done. 

O praise the LORD, you heavenly hosts, 

His servants who perform His word. 

Praise God, His works throughout His realm, 

and you, my soul, O praise the LORD; 

and you, my soul, O praise the LORD! 

 

P 
SALM 103 is a psalm of praise, which 

celebrates the goodness, mercy and 

grace of God towards His covenant people. 

In this psalm David overflows with joy as he 

considers the love of God for His people, 

which grants them an abundant life. 

The psalm considers the grace of God in the 

forgiveness of sin, giving to us one of the 

most vivid illustrations of God’s forgiveness, 

as David writes in verse 12 “as far as the east 

is from the west, so far does He remove our 

transgressions from us.”  

This forgiveness, however, is not taken in 

isolation but rather as part of the manifold 

“benefits” of God (v. 2), which include His 

slowness to anger (v. 8), His justice towards the 

downtrodden (v. 6), and the deep satisfaction 

that He provides in a world of sin (v. 5). 

All of this is made all the more astounding 

when we remember the context in which this 

redemptive relationship is taking place. 

Verses 15-22 remind us that humanity is 

fleeting – its days like grass, and its 

flourishing like a flower, but in sharp contrast 

God is the almighty King who rules over all, 

and the One who is praised by angels. 

.  .  .  .  .  .  . 

T 
HIS PSALM leads us to ADORE God for 

the grace that He has shown to us. As 

wonderful as all the benefits are that we 

receive, we must first be led to remember 

that none of them are ours by rights, but only 

because God, in His steadfast love and 

covenant faithfulness resolved to grant them 

to us in Christ.  

We must then CONFESS our sin, 

especially how we are often drawn away 

from these blessings and to the hollow 

promises of the world, the flesh, and the 

devil. Thirdly, we GIVE THANKS that 

despite our unfaithfulness God remains 

faithful and that “as a father shows 

compassion to his children, so the LORD 

shows compassion to those who fear 

Him.” (v. 13).  

Finally, we pray in SUPPLICATION that 

God would grant us more and more delight in 

our relationship with Him and that we would 

give Him the praise and honor that He is due 

as our Savior.  

“1st Wednesday” 

Church Dinner 

“Picnic by the Lake!” 

Wednesday, May 4th 

6:30 p.m. 

Meet at the Fox Run 

community building 

(“The Lair”) in 

Brunswick 

The dinner will be 

hosted by Dan & 

Connie Reed 

with the main dish 

(chicken) provided.  

Please bring a salad, 

side or dessert 

to share. 

. . . . . . . 

Activities include:  

Fishing from a dock—

bring your own pole; 

toys available for kids 

to play in the sand, 

and a corn hole  

(bean-bag toss) game 

set-up for the adults. 

Directions:  

Take Glynco Parkway  

to Harry Driggers Blvd; 

turn left to Fox Run:   

The Village. As you enter 

Fox Run, follow along 

Fox Run Drive and 

watch for signs for “The 

Lair” (community building 

by a lake).  

Maps are available in the 

church foyer. 
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 Westminster Shorter Catechism 
1 year plan: Study Q & A: 
Week of May 1:   33, 34, 35 

Week of May 8:   36, 37, 38 

Week of May 15: 39, 40, 41, 42 

Week of May 22: 43, 44 

Week of May 29: 45, 46 

2 year plan: Study Q & A*: 
Week of May 1:   18 

Week of May 8:   19 

Week of May 15: 20 

Week of May 22: 21 
Week of May 29: 22 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #33 

Question: 

What is justification? 

Answer:   

Justification is an act of God’s free grace, 
wherein He pardons all our sins, and 
accepts us as righteous in His sight only 
for the righteousness of Christ imputed 
to us, and received by faith alone. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #34 

Question:   
What is adoption? 

Answer:   

Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, 
whereby we are received into the 
number, and have a right to all the 
privileges of the sons of God. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #35 

Question: 

What is sanctification? 

Answer:   

Sanctification is the work of God’s free 
grace, whereby we are renewed in the 
whole man after the image of God, and 
are enabled more and more to die unto 
sin, and live unto righteousness. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #36 

Question:  What are the benefits which in 
this life do accompany or flow from 
justification, adoption, and sanctification? 

Answer:  The benefits which in this life 
do accompany or flow from justification, 
adoption, and sanctification, are  
assurance of God’s love, peace of 
conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit, increase of 
grace, and perseverance therein to the end. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #37 

Question:  What benefits do believers 
receive from Christ at death? 

Answer:  The souls of believers are  
at their death made perfect in holiness, 
and do immediately pass into glory;  
and their bodies, being still united to 
Christ, do rest in their graves till the 
resurrection. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #38 

Question:   

What benefits do believers receive from 
Christ at the resurrection? 

Answer:  At the resurrection, believers 
being raised up in glory, shall be openly 
acknowledged and acquitted in the day 
of judgment, and made perfectly blessed 
in the full enjoying of God to all eternity. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #39 

Question:   

What is the duty which God requires  
of man? 

Answer:   

The duty which God requires of man 
is obedience to His revealed will. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #40 

Question: 

What did God at first reveal to man 
for the rule of his obedience? 

Answer: 

The rule which God at first revealed 
to man for his obedience was the  
moral law. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #41 

Question:   

Where is the moral law summarily 
comprehended? 

Answer:   

The moral law is summarily 
comprehended in the ten 
commandments. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #42 

Question:   

What is the sum of the  
ten commandments? 

Answer:  The sum of the ten 
commandments is, To love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, with all our soul, 
with all our strength, and with all our 
mind; and our neighbor as ourselves. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #43 

Question:   

What is the preface to the  
ten commandments? 

Answer:  The preface to the ten 
commandments is in these words,  
I am the Lord your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage. 

WSC Q & A 44-46—see page 5. 
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Women’s Discipleship 
“First Tuesday” Monthly Study— May 3rd 

6:30 p.m.; Parrish home    Women of the Word 

“Wednesday Morning” Bible Study— May 11th, 18th, & 25th 

9:30 a.m.; Brown home    Nehemiah 

“2nd & 4th Monday Evening” Study Group— May 9th & 23rd 

6:00 p.m.; Chilton home    The Four Loves 

MAY 
“From childhood you have been 
acquainted with the holy 
Scriptures.”  (II Timothy 3:15) 

Family Worship 

Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter        

1 Numbers 8  

2       9  
3       10  
4        11  

5  12,13  
6  14  
7  15  
8  16  

9  17,18  
10  19   
11  20   
12  21   

13  22   
14  23   
15  24   
16  25   

17  26   
18  27   
19  28   
20  29   

21  30   
22  31   
23  32   
24  33   

25  34   
26  35   
27  36   
28 Deuteronomy 1   

29  2   

30  3   

31  4   

MAY 
“From childhood you have been 
acquainted with the holy 
Scriptures.”  (II Timothy 3:15) 

Family Worship 

Psalms Reading 

Date Book Chapter        

1 Psalms 44  

2  45  
3  46,47  
4  48  

5  49   
6  50   
7  51   
8  52-54  

9  55   
10  56,57  
11  58,59  
12  60,61  

13  62,63  
14  64,65  
15  66,67  
16  68   

17  69   
18  70,71  
19  72   
20  73   

21  74   
22  75,76  
23  77   
24  78:1-37  

25  78:38-72 
26  79   
27  80   
28  81,82  

29  83,84  
30  85   

31  86,87  

MAY 
“From childhood you have been 
acquainted with the holy 
Scriptures.”  (II Timothy 3:15) 

Private 

Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   

1 Song of  6  

2 Solomon  7  

3   8  
4 Isaiah  1  

5   2   
6   3,4   
7   5   
8   6   

9   7   
10   8,9:1-7  
11   9:8-10:4  
12   10:5-34  

13   11,12  
14   13   
15   14   
16   15   

17   16   
18   17,18  
19   19,20  
20   21   

21   22   
22   23   
23   24   
24   25   

25   26   
26   27   
27   28   
28   29   

29  30   

30  31   

31  32   

MAY 
“From childhood you have been 
acquainted with the holy 
Scriptures.”  (II Timothy 3:15) 

Private 

New Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   

1 Hebrews  6  

2   7  
3   8  
4   9  

5   10  
6   11  
7   12  
8   13  
9 James  1  

10   2  
11   3  
12   4  

13   5  
14 I Peter  1  

15   2  
16   3  

17   4  
18   5  
19 II Peter  1  

20   2  

21   3  
22 I John  1  

23   2  
24   3  

25   4  
26   5  
27 II John  1  
28 III John  1  

29 Jude 1   

30 Revelation 1   

31  2   

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #44 

Question:   

What does the preface to the  
ten commandments teach us? 

Answer:  The preface to the ten 
commandments teaches us, That 
because God is the Lord, and our God, 
and Redeemer, therefore we are bound 
to keep all His commandments. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #45 

Question:   

Which is the first commandment? 

Answer:   

The first commandment is,  
You shall have no other gods before Me. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #46 

Question:   

What is required in the  
first commandment? 

Answer:   

The first commandment requires us to 
know and acknowledge God to be the 
holy true God, and our God; and to 
worship and glorify Him accordingly. 

WSC Q & A continued from page 4: 


