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I John 4
A sermon preached by Rev. Alexander S. Brown
on Sunday evening, March 1, 2015.

of the most theologically packed
sentences ever written, the Apostle John
essentially summarized all of Christianity
when he wrote in 1 John 4:10:
N ONE

Saint John the Apostle (Orazio Fidani, c. 1640-56)

“In this is love, not that we have loved
God but that He loved us and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”

John packed the glorious gospel truth of the story of redemption, which began
in Genesis 3 and climaxed at the Cross, and which will come to fulfillment
when Christ returns and we will see His glorious saving work in all its
magnificent fullness, in this simple sentence of 26 words (it’s the same in the
ESV as it is in Greek).
What John wants his readers to see is that the Gospel is that God, driven by
His abundant grace, did not just leave us to languish in our sin and receive the
wages of our sin and face the righteous wrath of divine justice, but instead
resolved to not just forgive sins but be reconciled to sinners.
It is the good news that God resolved, not just to make atonement for sins but
to make propitiation for sins by restoring the bond between man and God
broken by sin, and even going beyond that and deepening that bond so that we,
as John had said earlier in his letter, could now be called children of God.
And this work of redemption would be achieved by none other than the Son of
God, sent by God the Father to be the propitiation for our sins.
That is a simply incredible statement!
We might be tempted to breeze through that verse, but when we stop and
consider exactly what it is that John is saying, we are struck by just how lavish
the love of God for sinners is. What John is saying is that God loves sinners –
the definitively unlovely – to the point of sending His own infinitely lovely Son
to make propitiation for our sins.
It is incredible that in His love He would promise in Genesis 3 that this Son
would come and crush the head of the devil and in the incarnation of Christ
send His own Son to be that Son of the Woman and bear the penalty of the law
against our sin, that Divine justice might be satisfied and we might be forgiven,
and God be made propitious towards us.
Continued on page 2

May Calendar
Sunday
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
“Back to Basics”
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
“Joshua”
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
“The Servant Songs in Isaiah”
Children’s Church, Nursery available

Sun 5/3

Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper (10:30 a.m.)

Sun 5/3

No Evening Worship in
lieu of the Special
Service at Midway
Church (Rev. Brown
preaching) - see pg. 2

Mon 5/4,18 Ladies Bible Study
(6:00 p.m., Chilton home)
Wed 5/6

Book Group for Women
(9:30 a.m., Brown home)

Wed 5/6

“First Wednesday”
Social Dinner - see pg. 2

Thu 5/7

National Day of Prayer

Sat 5/9

Men’s Breakfast
(8:00 a.m., Brown home)

Sun 5/10 “Mother’s Day” CareNet
Change for Life begins
Tue 5/12 Stated Session Meeting
(6:00 p.m., GIPC)
Wed 5/13, 20, 27 Ladies Bible Study
(9:30 a.m., Brown home)
Wed 5/13, 20, 27 Prayer Meeting
(6:30 p.m., GIPC)
Mon 5/25 Memorial Day Holiday
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For the Glory of God and the Good of Our Neighbor

I John 4, continued from page 1
AVE you ever wondered why the Cross is the symbol of Christianity?
Have you ever wondered why we sing about lifting high one of the most
brutal forms of execution the world has ever seen? Why do we boast in a
cruel instrument of torture? Because of this! Because of 1 John 4:10! Because it
was there that the deep, deep love of God for sinners was made gloriously
manifest as God the Son, in obedience to God the Father, bore divine wrath
against our sins so that we might be forgiven and united to God.
How much does God love you? A cross full!
So much that He would sacrifice His own Son so
It is this Gospel
that you might have life! So much that He would
send His own Son to perfectly make atonement
that is to be our
for your sin and thereby make propitiation for
preoccupation.
our sin and give you the abundant life of union
with God.
That’s the Gospel! That’s Christianity! If you take anything away from 1 John
4:10 you lose Christianity itself. And it is that incredible truth that is to captivate
us and inform us and shape us as Christians. It is this Gospel that is to be our
preoccupation. And that is what John wanted his readers to see in this letter.

I. It is the source of our comfort.
In fact, John structures his whole letter around this Gospel – first, he reminded
them of the wonder of the fellowship that they have with God now, through their
belief in the Gospel. Then, he reminded them further at the beginning of chapter 3
that they don’t just have fellowship with God, they have been made, by faith,
children of God. And now here, in chapter 4, he gives this epic description of the
riches of the Gospel of Christ crucified. And the reason that he is so intent on
this is because it is only this that can anchor souls as the storms of life rage.
When life gets hard and overwhelming – when you struggle to see the
goodness of God in your circumstances – it is 1 John 4:10 that will keep you
safe. It is remembering this abundant salvation that will guard your hearts.
That’s why John’s main theme in this letter has not been addressing the heresy
that had swept through this church, which had occasioned the writing of this
letter, but instead bringing them back to this objective truth of the Gospel: that
they are loved by God to this extent and to this depth. If there is one thing that
John wants his readers to take away from this letter it is this security that is found
in this lavish Gospel. That is what he wants the over-riding anthem of the hearts
of his readers to be. As anxieties and concerns and worries and hurts flooded
over them in the wake of this schism this was to be the truth that was to ring in
their ears.
And so it is with us. Life in a fallen world is hard. As Paul Tripp pointed out in
his marriage book What Did You Expect?, it is so easy for us to get focused on
the sins of others because we have a lot of material to work with. We are
surrounded by sin, and we are often sinned against. We feel the hurt of personal
sin, but we also feel the pain of sin’s horrible marring of this world as we
struggle with work and we struggle with health and safety and security.

Sunday, May 3, 2015
Evening Worship
4:30 p.m. at
the Historic
Midway
Church
GIPC has been invited by
Redeemer PCA in Brunswick to
join in their annual Covenant
Renewal Service on Sunday
evening, May 3rd, with the Rev.
Alexander Brown preaching.
(There will be no Evening Service
at GIPC.)
Enjoy a potluck dinner on the
Midway Church lawn (4:30 p.m.),
followed by the service.
A sign-up sheet is located in the
foyer. If able, please bring a dish
to share and indicate if you can
be a driver or would prefer to
carpool with someone else.

“First Wednesday”
Social Dinner
Wednesday, May 6th
6:30 p.m. (Neptune Park
Picnic Area / St. Simons)
This month the GIPC church
family will gather for a Picnic at
Neptune Park. Hot dogs and
hamburgers will be provided.
Please sign up to bring a side to
share or homemade ice cream.

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Phone: 912.638.2563
E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org
48 Hampton Point Drive
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522

Continued on page 3
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I John 4, continued from page 2
There is a lot to be anxious about. It is easy for us to get caught up in the
difficulty of life because we have a lot of material to work with. It is easy for us
to let ourselves be overwhelmed by the noise of life in this world as it rings so
loudly in our ears.
However, John urges us that we must set our eyes on this over-riding truth that
we are loved by God to the extent that He would send His own Son to die for us,
to die in our place, and that God is now propitious towards – no longer angry at –
our sin, but now wholly favorable to us.
As he says in vv. 15-18,

The Building and
Grounds Committee is
scheduled to meet at
the
church
on
Thursday, April 30th, beginning
at 6:30 p.m.
If you have suggestions for the
committee, please feel free to
share them with Nick Chilton.

“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in
him, and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the
love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love
abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected with
us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment,
because as He is so also are we in this world. There is no fear in
love, but perfect love casts out fear.”

Finance
Loan Update
Loan Balance 3/26/15 $730,395
April Payment:

There is nothing to be afraid of anymore. There is nothing to be afraid of before
God because there is no punishment left for you. It was all poured out on Christ
as He hung on that Cross and so if there is nothing left to fear before God then
there can be nothing left to fear in the world.
That’s the logic of Romans 8, isn’t it?
“He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all,
how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things? Who
shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.
Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than
that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed
is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, ‘For Your sake we
are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us.” (Romans 8:32-37)
I heard one man who works with Samaritan’s Purse recently put it this way –
the world has never seen a nation as free from threats and danger as America but
it has also hardly seen a nation as afraid as America. Our society is in a perpetual
state of fear and suspicion. There is a constant searching for the next danger and
for the next attack. We are afraid of political movements, afraid of religions,
afraid of diseases. But, John says, not for the Christian. “There is no fear in love,
but perfect love casts out fear.” (v. 18) We have no fear before God because in
His love for us He has perfectly dealt with our sin and united us to Himself and
therefore, arguing from the greater to the lesser, as Paul does in Romans 8, there
can be no fear of anything else. In our salvation we have become more than
conquerors over tribulation, and distress, and persecution, and famine, and
nakedness, and danger, and sword.
Continued on page 4

Interest

$

3,181

Principal

$

2,767

Total Payment

$

5,948

Men’s Ministry
“Second Saturday”
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship
May 9th • 8:00 a.m.
Brown home (614 Dellwood)
All men are welcome to enjoy a
delicious breakfast and time of
fellowship.

Significant Sessional
Actions


The Session approved joining
Redeemer PCA (Brunswick)
for their Covenant Renewal
Service set for Sunday
evening, May 3rd, at the
his t oric M id wa y C h urc h
(Midway, GA). Rev. Brown is
scheduled to preach. There will
be no Evening Worship service
at GIPC.

The next Stated Session Meeting
is set for Tuesday, May 12th,
6:00 p.m. at GIPC.
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Midweek Prayer

I John 4, continued from page 3
II. It is the model for our lives.
But just as 1 John 4:10 is the foundation of our confidence, and our hope, and our
joy, even in the face of great difficulty, it is also the model for our lives. John has
already made this point powerfully in 1 John 3:16: “By this we know love, that He
laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.”
But here he repeats it in 1 John 4:7: “Beloved, let us love one another, for love
is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone
who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” And then again in
1 John 4:19: “We love because He first loved us.”
The sheer amount of space that John devotes to the importance of love in the
Christian shows that this is vitally important. In fact, it is the crucial mark of a
credible testimony because, as he points out in v. 8, we cannot claim to know God,
to be joined to God, to be a child of God if we do not love, because God is love.
You see, this love of God manifested in the Gospel is something that is utterly
transforming. In Exodus 19 and 20 Israel were told that now that they had been
saved and joined to God by faith they were to be a people marked by that union,
transformed by that union – now that they were God’s treasured possession they
were to live in imitation of the God to whom they were joined. That’s what John
is saying to his readers – now that we have been joined to God in this incredible
way, intimately joined to God through the propitiatory work of Jesus, we cannot
remain the same, and in particular we must be marked by this self-effacing love.
We must love as we have been loved. Note v. 11: “Beloved, if God so loved us,
we also ought to love one another.”
It makes sense, doesn’t it? We cannot deny to others that by which we have
been changed. We cannot deny to others that which has meant everything to us.
So incredible is this Gospel that it must change us profoundly and fix our eyes
not on ourselves, but on those around us. And so incredible is this Gospel that it
gives us the security we need to be freed to love like this because we no longer
have anything to lose. Being so held in the grip of God’s grace, having the blood
of Christ as the guarantee of our salvation and our union with God, there is, then,
nothing that we can lose by giving ourselves away in loving others.
heard me tell the story before of the 19th century missionaries in
West Africa— “the Missionaries Graveyard,” who used to pack their
belongings in a coffin when they went out. And one of them who had
survived was asked at a Missionary Meeting if they were afraid to die and his
response was, “We died before we went.” They knew that everything that really
mattered was tied up with the propitiatory work of Christ and so they had
nothing to lose. They had died to the old way of life that was bound with comfort
and ambition and safety and fear, and they lived a life modeled on their Savior
that was willing to give everything to love their neighbors in West Africa and
share with them the Gospel.
1 John 4:10 is one of the most beautifully concise summaries of the Christian life,
and it is my hope and prayer that we would increasingly be a church that is marked
by the love that we have been shown by God in the sacrifice of His Son, and driven
by that love to then love one another in a radical and self-forgetful way. ▪
OU HAVE

Each W ednesday evening
(except the first) the church
gathers for a light supper at 6:30
p.m. followed by a time of prayer
for our missionaries, countries
where the church is experiencing
severe persecution, an
unreached people group, and the
needs of GIPC.
The meal is $3 per person;
reservations are not required. If
you would like to partner with
someone to provide the meal
please refer to the sign-up sheet
in the kitchen.

World Missions
GIPC provides prayer and
financial support, through the
Faith Promise method of giving,
to individuals and families
involved in reaching the nations
for Christ.

“Open a door for the Word”
As you pray, consider Paul’s
request in Colossians 4:
“Continue steadfastly in
prayer, being watchful in it
with thanksgiving.
“At the same time, pray
also for us, that God may
open to us a door for the
Word, to declare the
mystery of Christ, on
account of which I am in
prison — that I may make
it clear, which is how I
ought to speak.”
(Colossians 4:2-4)
Newsletters are available in the
church foyer, or you may contact
the missionaries directly to
receive updates by email and
send words of encouragement.
(Check the back pages of the
GIPC Directory for contact
information.)
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The ladies of GIPC meet weekly to study the Bible,
discovering the peace that comes through the Cross of Christ.

Care Net

 Wednesday Morning (except the first), 9:30 a.m.
at the Brown home, 614 Dellwood Avenue
Current topic— Acts

Change-For-Life

 Monday Evening (first and third), 6:00 p.m.
at the Chilton home, 106 Arthur J. Moore Drive
Current topic— Praying the Names of Jesus

The Book Group for Women meets monthly on the first Wednesday.
Alexander McCall Smith’s novella, Fatty O’Leary’s Dinner Party, will be the
selection discussed at the meeting on Wednesday, May 6th, 9:30 a.m. at
the home of Sara Brown.
Looking ahead
The June book club selection, Maisie Dobbs, by Jacqueline Winspear is the first in a series
of historical novels/mysteries set in World War I England. The protagonist, Maisie Dobbs, is a
private detective with an interesting background. At age 14, her mother died and because her
father was unable to give her the care she needed, she became the
housemaid for a family of means. Her exceptional work ethic, integrity,
and intellect so impressed Lady Rowan Compton that she enabled Maisie
to have the resources to attend university. She ultimately became a nurse
and spent time in France during The Great War, finally returning to
England where she worked for private detective, Maurice Blanche, her
mentor. She then began her own career as a private investigator and,
although green at first, but sharp and ambitious, she accepted her first
case. It seemed like a simple investigation into infidelity, which turned out
not to be so, and grew into an adventure much larger when she realized there was something
seriously amiss at The Retreat, a convalescent home for war veterans. Winspear’s mysteries
deliver a little romance and heartache along with criminal wrongdoing.
Those who like Precious Ramotswe, the private detective in Alexander McCall Smith’s The
No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series, will most likely also enjoy this first book in the Maisie
Dobbs series. 

The Glynn County National Day of Prayer
Committee hopes you will join in publicizing and
participating in the National Day of Prayer, Thursday,
May 7, 2015. Events will be held:
- 12:00 noon at the First United Methodist Church,
1400 Norwich Street, Brunswick GA
- 12:00 noon at the Jekyll Island Baptist Chapel,
Jekyll Island
The St. Simons UMC Chapel and the Brunswick
First UMC will be open all day for prayer.
Prayer guides may be downloaded from:
coastalgeorgiaitstime.com or nationaldayofprayer.org
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Campaign
If you’ve been
wondering what
to do with all the
loose change
you’ve been
accumulating
on your
dresser top
or in your
purse, look
no further!
Beginning on
Mother’s Day,
May 10th, GIPC
will be offering
empty baby bottles
for you to take
home and fill with
loose change.
Filled bottles will
be returned to
GIPC on Father’s
Day (June 21st),
and donated to
Care Net of
Coastal Georgia.
Thank you for
supporting this
important ministry
in our community!

.......
For other volunteer
opportunities, visit:
coastalcarenet.org/
get-involved

MAY
MAY

“From childhood you have been
acquainted with the holy
Scriptures.” (II Timothy 3:15)
“From childhood you have been
acquainted with the holy
Scriptures.” (II Timothy 3:15)
“From childhood you have been
acquainted with the holy
Scriptures.” (II Timothy 3:15)

Family Worship
Old Testament Reading
Family Worship
Psalms Reading
Private
Old Testament Reading
Private
New Testament Reading

Date Book
Chapter
1
Numbers
8
2
9
3
10
4
11
5
12,13
6
14
7
15
8
16
9
17,18
10
19
11
20
12
21
13
22
14
23
15
24
16
25
17
26
18
27
19
28
20
29
21
30
22
31
23
32
24
33
25
34
26
35
27
36
28 Deuteronomy 1
29
2
30
3
31
4
































Date Book
1
Psalms
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Week beginning
MAY 3
Week beginning
MAY 10

Book
Chapter 
Song of
6

Solomon
7

8

Isaiah
1

2

3,4

5

6

7

8,9:1-7 
9:8-10:4
10:5-34 
11,12 
13

14

15

16

17,18 
19,20 
21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32


Week beginning
MAY 17
Week beginning
MAY 24
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Matthew 6:1-2
Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people
in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward
from your Father who is in heaven. Thus, when you give to the
needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do
in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised
by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)

MAY

“From childhood you have been
acquainted with the holy
Scriptures.” (II Timothy 3:15)

Chapter 
44

45

46,47 
48

49

50

51

52-54 
55

56,57 
58,59 
60,61 
62,63 
64,65 
66,67 
68

69

70,71 
72

73

74

75,76 
77

78:1-37 
78:38-72
79

80

81,82 
83,84 
85

86,87 

Matthew 5:47-48
And if you greet only your brothers,
what more are you doing than others?
Do not even the Gentiles do the same?
You therefore must be perfect,
as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Matthew 5:45b-46
For He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good,
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.
For if you love those who love you,
what reward do you have?
Do not even the tax collectors do the same?

And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.
Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one
who would borrow from you. You have heard that it was said,
“You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I say
to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven.

Matthew 5:41-45a

Matthew 5:38-40
You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye
and a tooth for a tooth.” But I say to you, Do not resist
the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right
cheek, turn to him the other also. And if anyone would sue
you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.

May Fighter Verses (Desiring God Ministries, Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN)


MAY

Book
Chapter
Hebrews
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
James
1
2
3
4
5
I Peter
1
2
3
4
5
II Peter
1
2
3
I John
1
2
3
4
5
II John
1
III John
1
Jude
1
Revelation 1
2

































Week beginning
MAY 31

