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Certainty
in an age of

misinformation

T

By Alexander S. Brown

here is no doubt that we
are living in an age of
misinformation that is
growing rapidly more sophisticated
and influential. Regardless of where
you fall on the political spectrum, the
recent indictment by Robert Mueller
alleging that 13 Russian nationals
colluded to disrupt the 2016 elections
is disturbing. What, I think, is most
disturbing is that the way they
allegedly did it was through the subtle
manipulation of social media and
internet news.
When we think of propaganda, we
tend to think of North Korean style
posters with images of strong North
Koreans and demonic Americans. But
it is becoming clear that increasingly
propaganda is taking a more covert
form and is being slipped into our
daily diet of news and entertainment.
And this manipulation is becoming
more and more sophisticated with
rapidly developing technology that is
able to manipulate and create audio
and video. There is now a computer
algorithm that has been developed that
is able to take a selection of photographs
of a face and then merge the results
with an unrelated video clip,

to produce a wholly believable and yet
totally contrived clip.
Increasingly we are not able to
believe what we see or what we hear.
The technology that we rely on so
much for our information is
increasingly being corrupted and
twisted for nefarious ends.
It is a situation that can cause panic.
In a world in which you don’t know if
you can believe your eyes it is easy to
grow paranoid and suspicious, even
angry and hostile. In the worst situation
it can result in a combative mentality,
distrusting everything around.
But as troubling as this is, these
developments should send Christians
back to their Bibles, rejoicing that
while the world around us seems to be
descending into uncertainty, we have
in the Bible a solid rock on which we
can stand.

A Sufficient Guide
Within the pages of our Bible we
have a completely sufficient guide for
our life and faith. Wayne Grudem, in
his Systematic Theology described this
doctrine of the sufficiency of Scripture
like this:
“The sufficiency of Scripture
means that Scripture contains all
the words of God He intended for
His people to have at each stage of
redemptive history, and that it now
contains all the words of God we
need for salvation, for trusting Him
perfectly, and for obeying Him
perfectly.”

March Calendar
Sunday Schedule
9:15 a.m. Sunday School Classes
for Children and Adults
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
Gospel of Matthew
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Malachi

Thu 3/1 & Tue 3/20 Women’s Bible
Study 7:00 p.m.,
Chilton home
Sun 3/4 Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper, 10:30 a.m.
Each Monday
Women’s Prayer Group,
10:00 a.m., Parrish home
Tue 3/6 “Beyond the Pages”
Book Group
1:00 p.m., Magnolia Manor
Wed 3/7 “1st Wednesday” Dinner
6:30 p.m., Hull home
(see page 2)
Sat 3/10 Men’s Bible Study
8:30 a.m., Brown home
(note new time)
Each Wednesday, except the first:
Midweek Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m., Brown home
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Certainty in an age of misinformation
Or, as the Westminster Confession
puts it:
“The whole counsel of God
concerning all things necessary for
his own glory, man’s salvation, faith
and life, is either expressly set down
in Scripture, or by good and
necessary consequence may be
deduced from Scripture: unto which
nothing at any time is to be added,
whether by new revelations of the
Spirit, or traditions of men.” (WCF 1.6)

warning him even that “evil people
and impostors will go on from bad to
worse, deceiving and being deceived”
(2 Tim. 3:13), and Paul’s counsel to
him was to hold fast to Scripture.
His advice to Timothy and those
with him was to double down on their
commitment to Scripture because in
the midst of the chaos of sin, it, and it
alone, is breathed-out by God and
spoken for the good of His people.

What is contained in our Bibles is
perfectly sufficient for our faith and
life – there is nothing in our Bibles
that needs to be removed because it is
mistaken, and neither is there
anything that needs to be added
because it is absent. It is a perfect,
complete, guide for our devotion.

in is deceptive in its very
nature; the devil is known as
the “deceiver” (Rev. 12:9),
and so it shouldn’t really surprise us
that as we live between the Ascension
of Christ and His Return we are
surrounded by deception and
misinformation.
But if we are to remain steadfast
and true then we must hold on to
Scripture. We might not be able to
believe much of anything else that we
see or hear, but we can believe that
God’s Word in Scripture is a true
lamp for our feet and light for our path.

And the reason that it is so perfect is
because its Author is perfect.
In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Paul
described the nature of Scripture to
his protégé Timothy, saying
“All Scripture is breathed out by
God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, that the
man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work.”
Scripture is the out-breathing of
God; it is the speaking of God to His
people, and that means that it is
perfect and complete – a solid rock
for our lives in the midst of conflict
and trouble and uncertainty. In fact,
that was the very context in which
Paul wrote that to Timothy.
At the beginning of 2 Timothy 3 it
is clear that Paul is preparing Timothy
for the militant godlessness that he
will face as he ministers between the
ascension of Christ and His return,

Join us for the next

(Continued from page 1)
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“1st Wednesday”
Dinner!
March 7, 6:30 p.m.
at the Hull home
On the first Wednesday of
each month the church family
meets in a home for a potluck
supper.
The next dinner will be held at
Troy and Charlotte Hull’s home.

What to Bring
The main dish, spaghetti, will
be provided; please sign up in
the foyer to bring salad, bread,
or dessert.
Children are welcome!
Parking is available along the
street in front of the vacant lot
next to their house, down the
side street, or along the street
opposite their house.

Significant Sessional
Actions

“A voice says, ‘Cry!’
And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like
the flower of the field.
The grass withers,
the flower fades when the breath
of the LORD blows on it;



Approved Pastor’s vacation for
the following dates: April 2-9,
2018.

The next Stated Session Meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, March
20, 2018; 6:00 p.m. at GIPC.

surely the people are grass.
The grass withers,
the flower fades,
but the word of our God
will stand forever.”
(Isaiah 40:6-8)
Men’s “2nd Saturday” Study > beginning march 10th
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Children’s Discipleship
“We will tell to the coming generation
the glorious deeds of the LORD,
and His might, and the wonders
that He has done.” - Psalm 78:4
Sunday School for Children* and Adults
Sundays at 9:15 a.m.
*school-age children; a Nursery is available for younger children.

Morning Worship (10:30 a.m.) | Evening Worship (6:00 p.m.)
Midweek Prayer Meeting (Each Wednesday except the first)
March dates: Wednesday, March 14, 21, and 28
7:00 p.m. at the Brown home
“1st Wednesday” Fellowship Dinners
In lieu of the Prayer Meeting the church family meets in a home for a
potluck dinner on the first Wednesday of each month. Please see
page 2 for details regarding the March dinner.
Monday Prayer Group for Women (Each Monday)
10:00 a.m. at Cindy Parrish’s home
Women’s Bible Study (1st Thursday, 3rd Tuesday)
March dates: Thursday, March 1; Tuesday, March 20
7:00 p.m. at Diane Chilton’s home
Current topic: “The 3 Ans—Anxiety, Annoyance, and Anger:
Robbers of our Joy in Christ”
Men’s Monthly Bible Study—*New Study begins March 10th*
The men of GIPC meet on the “2nd Saturday” of each month. All men
are invited to Rev. Brown’s home on Saturday, March 10th, at 8:30
a.m., to begin a new series entitled “Discipleship Explored.” This study
consists of 8 lessons based on Paul’s letter to the Philippians, and is
complemented by a film series shot on location around the world.
Book Stall
The book table is located in the church foyer and provides easy
access to good Christian books at reasonable prices.
Hospice Ministry
GIPC provides a meal (for 4) to Hospice of the Golden Isles on the
2nd Thursday of each month. A volunteer from Hospice delivers the
meal to a family whose loved one is being cared for at home. Please
see the sign-up sheet located at the Volunteer table in the sanctuary.
World Missions
GIPC provides prayer and financial support, through the Faith Promise
method of giving, to individuals and families committed to reaching the
nations for Christ. This year’s Missions Conference is scheduled for
November 2-4, 2018.

Nursery:

GIPC provides a Nursery

for children ages birth - 4 years.

Sunday School:

School-age children

meet at 9:15 a.m. each
Sunday. The Gospel
Project curriculum immerses
kids in the gospel through
every story, theological concept, and
call to mission, from Genesis to
Revelation.

Children’s Church:
Each Sunday children
ages 4 years - 2nd Grade
are dismissed during the
latter half of the Morning
Service for “Children’s Church” where
they are learning about the common
elements of worship the Church has
used throughout the ages.

Children’s Bulletin:

GIPC provides

a Children’s Bulletin (available at the
Check-In desk) that mirrors the
Morning Worship Service.
► Questions? Please see Cindy Parrish.
► Helpers are needed (sometimes
just to be an extra pair of hands!) in
the Nursery, Sunday School,
Children’s Church, or at the Check-In
desk. Sign up sheets are located at
the table in the sanctuary.

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
48 Hampton Point Drive
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522
Phone: 912.638.2563
E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org
www.gipc-pca.org
Newsletter archives and sermon audio files
are available on the website.
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Westminster Shorter Catechism
1 year plan—Q & A to review/study:

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #18

Sermons preached by Rev. Brown
covering each of the WSC questions
are available at: gipc-pca.org/sermons.

Question: Wherein consists the sinfulness
of that estate into which man fell?
Answer: The sinfulness of that estate into
which man fell consists in the guilt of
Adam’s first sin, the want of original
righteousness, and the corruption of his
whole nature, which is commonly called
Original Sin; together with all actual
transgressions which proceed from it.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #20

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #21

Week of March 4:

18

Week of March 11:

19, 20

Week of March 18:

21

Week of March 25:

22, 23

Question: Did God leave all mankind to
perish in the estate of sin and misery?
Answer: God having, out of His mere
good pleasure, from all eternity,
elected some to everlasting life,
did enter into a covenant of grace,
to deliver them out of the estate of sin
and misery, and to bring them into an
estate of salvation by a Redeemer.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #22
Question: How did Christ, being the
Son of God, become man?
Answer: Christ, the Son of God, became
man, by taking to Himself a true body,
and a reasonable soul, being conceived
by the power of the Holy Ghost,
in the womb of the Virgin Mary,
and born of her, yet without sin.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #19
Question:
What is the misery of that estate into
which man fell?
Answer: All mankind by their fall
lost communion with God,
are under His wrath and curse,
and so made liable to all miseries
in this life, to death itself,
and to the pains of hell for ever.

Question:
Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?
Answer:
The only Redeemer of God’s elect
is the Lord Jesus Christ, who,
being the eternal Son of God,
became man and so was, and continues
to be, God and man in two distinct
natures, and one person, for ever.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #23
Question:
What offices does Christ execute
as our Redeemer?
Answer:
Christ, as our Redeemer, executes the
offices of a prophet, of a priest,
and of a king, both in His estate
of humiliation and exaltation.

“Beyond the Pages” Book Group
“Open to all those who enjoy reading
and discussing books”

“Sisterhood of Spies: The Women
of the OSS,” by Elizabeth P.
McIntosh, will be discussed at the
Tuesday, March 6th meeting, set for
1:00 p.m. at Magnolia Manor, Saint
Simons Island. Meet in the 2nd floor
lounge of the large building beside
the water fountain.

Looking ahead: The April selection is
entitled, “Adventures in Nowhere,”
by John Ames.
More info? Contact Sharon Bolin
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MARCH

MARCH

MARCH

MARCH

“Mary kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19)

“Mary kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19)

“Mary kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19)

“Mary kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19)

Date Book
Chapter 
1
Exodus
12:22-51
2
13

3
14

4
15

5
16

6
17

7
18

8
19

9
20

10
21

11
22

12
23

13
24

14
25

15
26

16
27

17
28

18
29

19
30

20
31

21
32

22
33

23
34

24
35

25
36

26
37

27
38

28
39

29
40

30 Leviticus
1

31
2,3


Date Book
1
Luke
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11 John
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Date Book
Chapter
1
Job
30
2
31
3
32
4
33
5
34
6
35
7
36
8
37
9
38
10
39
11
40
12
41
13
42
14 Proverbs
1
15
2
16
3
17
4
18
5
19
6
20
7
21
8
22
9
23
10
24
11
25
12
26
13
27
14
28
15
29
16
30
17
31
18

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Family Worship
New Testament Reading
Chapter
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21


































Private
Old Testament Reading


































Private
New Testament Reading
Book
Chapter
I Corinthians 16
II Corinthians 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
Galatians
1
2
3
4
5
6
Ephesians 1
2
3
4
5
6
Philippians 1
2
3
4
Colossians 1


































Week beginning

Week beginning

MARCH 11

MARCH 18

MARCH 25
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Psalm 86:11 “Guidance (of God)”
Teach me Your way, O LORD,
that I may walk in Your truth;
unite my heart to fear Your name.

Week beginning

MARCH 4

Psalm 103:20-22 “Praise and Worship”
Bless the LORD, O you His angels, you mighty ones
who do His word, obeying the voice of His word!
Bless the LORD, all His hosts, His ministers,
who do His will! Bless the LORD, all His works,
in all places of His dominion. Bless the LORD, O my soul!

Week beginning

Psalm 103:17-19 “Goodness (of God)”
But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting
to everlasting on those who fear Him,
and His righteousness to children’s children,
to those who keep His covenant and remember
to do His commandments. The LORD has established
His throne in the heavens, and His kingdom rules over all.

“Fighter Verses” (more info: fighterverses.com)



Psalm 103:15-16 “Goodness (of God)”
As for man, his days are like grass;
he flourishes like a flower of the field;
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more.

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)

Family Worship
Old Testament Reading

