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GIPC is a Christian Church
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Sunday Schedule

By Alexander S. Brown, Minister

SEPTEMBER we began a series of articles looking at what it means to be a
Church Member. In that article we noted that despite the contemporary
confusion about what Church Membership is, and whether or not the
concept of formal Church Membership is Biblical, the New Testament presents
being part of a defined local congregation of Christians as an expected part of the
Christian life. It is not an optional extra; not something to do if you really like the
congregation that you are attending, but is a fundamental part of the Christian life.
However, in this second installment, we move from looking at the concept of
Church Membership in general, to asking what it means to be a member of
Golden Isles Presbyterian Church. And the first thing that we must understand is
that Golden Isles Presbyterian Church is a Christian Church.
Now, that might seem obvious, but when we say that, there are two things that
can muddy our understanding of this fundamental truth about GIPC.

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

N

The first is that we still live in a culture in which Christianity is relatively
attractive and which, therefore, attracts many who call themselves Christians
but whose lives have not been transformed by the Gospel. The second is that
our “post-modern” culture has a very fluid understanding of what words mean,
and so my understanding of what it means to be a Christian may not be your
understanding.
So, we have to get to terms with each other.

We are a church of sinners.
The fundamental truth that unites all the members of the Golden Isles
Presbyterian Church is that we are sinners and that we are all equally deserving
of God’s just and righteous everlasting punishment for our sins.
The Bible teaches us that the guilt of Adam’s sin was imputed to all of
humanity in the wake of his disobedience in Genesis 3. When Adam broke that
initial Law of God in the Garden of Eden, and ate the fruit of the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil, he did not do so as a private citizen but as the
Federal Head of all humanity. As Adam stood in the Garden, he stood there as
the source of all humanity – if he had obeyed the Law, and been invited to eat of
the Tree of Life, then all of humanity would have shared in that blessing, and,
similarly, because he disobeyed the Law and was then given over to death, so
were all his descendants. When the head of the river is poisoned, the whole river
is poisoned with it.
Continued on page 2

Empowered: Equipping everyone
for relational evangelism

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
Gospel of Matthew

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Zechariah

Wed 3/1 “1st Wednesday” Dinner
6:30 p.m., Chilton home
(pg. 2)
Sun 3/5 Guest Minister,
Chad Turner
(RUF/Valdosta State)
Tue 3/7 “Beyond the Pages”
Book Group
1:00 p.m., Magnolia Manor
Tue 3/7 Women’s Monthly Study
7:00 p.m., Parrish home
Wed 3/8, 15, 22, 29 Midweek Prayer
7:00 p.m., Brown home
Sat

3/11 Men’s Monthly Study
8:30 a.m., Brown home

Sun 3/12 Lord’s Supper, AM Worship
Sun 3/12 Daylight Savings—Clocks
“Spring Forward” one hour
Sat

3/18 Ladies Spring Fellowship
Lunch, Ledbetter home

Thu-Sun, 3/23-26 Reformation
Conference at IPC (pg. 4)
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However, it is not just for the guilt we inherit from Adam that we are guilty
before God. To the guilt of his original sin we add the guilt of our own many
sins. From the outright heinous, such as murder, to the “small” sins of lustful
glances and envy, the Law of God stands as a witness against us, and we stand
as guilty law-breakers before God.
This is the terrible human condition that Paul describes in Romans 5, when he
wrote, “sin came into the world through one man [Adam], and death through
sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.” (Romans 5:12)
There is no member of Golden Isles Presbyterian Church who is not a sinner
by both nature and nurture, and who does not deserve the righteous punishment
of God.

We are a church of saved sinners.
What unites us as a church is not just our shared misery. It is that we have
found in Jesus Christ a Perfect Savior Who is able to bring us out of our
wretched condition and unite us once again to God.
Almost as soon as Adam had sinned, God promised to him (and to all
humanity) that He would bring a Redeemer who would be able to rescue
humanity from the living death of sin. In Genesis 3:15, in what theologians call
the proto evangelium (the first gospel), also known as the Mother Promise of
Scripture, God promised that He would bring a Son of the Woman who would
crush the head of the serpent.
It was a wonderful promise which indicated that despite the entry of death into
the world through sin, there would still be child-bearing; it was not the end for
humanity. And with that child-bearing would come one Child who would put to
death evil, as embodied by that diabolic serpent in the Garden.
That Child was, of course, Jesus Christ. And through His great Saving Work
He secured a Redemption that would rescue any who are joined to Him by faith.
Paul described this as he continued in Romans 5:
For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one
man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the
free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one
man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's
obedience the many will be made righteous. (Romans 5:17-19)
It is our belief in that Gospel that defines and unites as a Christian church.
We don’t just look to Jesus as a moral teacher or spiritual guru. We look to Him
as the only One who can save us from the death of our sins and grant us eternal
life. We are a body of men and women who owe everything to the saving work
of Jesus Christ, knowing that without Him we would still be dead in our
transgressions and sins, still alienated from God, and without any hope.
The result of this is that we are a church that longs to serve God, and live
according to His Law.

“First Wednesday”
Dinner
Wednesday, March 1st
6:30 p.m., Chilton home
In lieu of the Wednesday
Prayer Meeting the church
family gathers once a month
for a potluck supper. All are
welcome!

.......
Pizza will be provided. Please
sign up in the foyer to bring
salads or desserts.

“Beyond the Pages”
Book Group
Tuesday, March 7th
1:00 p.m., Magnolia Manor*
The Book Group meets on the
“First Tuesday” of each month
and is open to all those who
enjoy reading and discussing
books.
The March 7th book selection is
The Girls of Atomic City: The
Untold Story of the Women Who
Helped Win WW II, by Denise
Kiernan.
*Magnolia Manor on St. Simons, in
the second floor lounge of the large
building beside the water fountain.

LOOKING AHEAD:
April 4th
selection:
Praying for
Sheetrock
by Melissa Faye
Greene (set in
McIntosh County, Georgia)

Continued on page 3
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We are a church of debtors.
There are some who make Christianity synonymous with morality, and there
are others who believe that Christians earn favor with God by doing good works.
We do not believe that either of these positions are true or biblical.
However, we do believe that Christians are required to display a certain
morality and we are called to do good works. The difference is that we believe
these ethics are intimately connected to, and are a response to, the salvation that
we have in Christ.

The Women's Discipleship Ministry
of Golden Isles Presbyterian Church
invites the Ladies of GIPC to a

Tim Keller put it like this:
Religion = I obey, therefore I am accepted.

Spring Fellowship Lunch
Saturday, March 18th

Gospel = I am accepted, therefore I obey.
We can do nothing to earn the favor of God. As we saw above, our natural
spiritual condition is simply too severe for us to be able to “make up” for our sin
by doing good works – there simply are not enough good works to counterbalance our evil, and even if there were it would not cancel the guilt of our sins.
We believe that we are wholly brought to God through Jesus Christ, who paid
the penalty for our sin and who imputed to us His own righteousness, that we
might have fellowship with God.
But that does not mean there is nothing now for us to do. Our acceptance by
God through Christ compels us to obey God. Not because we think it will earn us
points with Him, but simply because we love Him, and out of that love want to
do what He says.
And so we understand ourselves as servants of God, or, as the New Testament
puts it, slaves of God. Having been redeemed from our sin by the blood of Christ
we now belong to God – we are His slaves, and so we live to serve Him and
obey His commands.
In Romans 6, as Paul continued his meditation on the wonder of salvation,
he wrote:
What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace?
By no means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin,
which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?
But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become
obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were
committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of
righteousness. (Romans 6:15-18)
We were once slaves of sin, unable to do anything but sin, but now we are
slaves of righteousness – obeying God, whose law is never burdensome.
We understand the Bible to be a lamp to our feet and a guide to our path (Psalm
119:105) – it is the place where we read and understand how we are to live, now
that we have been united to God as His holy people. We search the Scriptures
and examine our lives by it, so that we can continue to live in a way that reflects
the new life we have in Christ.

at the Ledbetter home.
Details will be announced.

Loan Update
Loan Balance
(as of 1/26/17)

$643,503

February Payment:
Interest

$

2,803

Principal

$

3,145

Additional Principal $

1,500

Total Payment

$

7,448

Significant Sessional
Actions






Approved Vacation Pulpit
Supply by Chad Turner, RUF
Campus Minister at Valdosta
State, on March 5th;
Approved pulpit swap with
Rev. Jason Davis (Vidalia),
on April 30th;
Approved financial support of
Savannah River Presbytery
Women’s Ministry.

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
48 Hampton Point Drive
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522
Phone: 912.638.2563
E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org

Continued on page 4
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What this all means.

REFORMATION’S
REFORMS

O SUMMARIZE,

this means that to become a member of Golden Isles, you
are publicly proclaiming that you too are a sinner saved by grace, and that
you are now resolved to live your life for the glory of God.
That is what we commit to when we take the first three membership questions:
1. Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly
deserving His displeasure, and without hope, save in His sovereign mercy?
2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of
sinners, and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He
is offered in the Gospel?
3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of
the Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes followers of Christ?
By taking these vows before the congregation and before God we are saying
that by faith in Christ we have been granted new life in Him, and that means that
nothing can ever be the same. These vows are a public testimony that while we
once lived as we saw fit, now we live under the rule of Christ our King, and we
are actively seeking to live for His glory in response to our salvation. 

—-— CONFERENCE —-—
In honor of the 500th anniversary
of the Protestant Reformation,
Independent Presbyterian Church
of Savannah, Georgia will
co-host a conference on Thursday,
March 23rd through Sunday,
March 26th entitled,
“The Reformation’s Reforms.”
Featured speakers are:
Carl Trueman, Robert Godfrey,
Terry Johnson, and David Gobel.
The conference is free but
registration is appreciated.
Please visit
ipcsav.org/1517-2017

If you are interested in becoming a member of GIPC, please speak with Alex;
he would be happy to guide you through the membership process.

for a schedule of topics and
meeting venues, and to register
for the conference.

Midweek Prayer Meeting

Adult Sunday School
9:30 a.m. at GIPC
“I would share my faith but I can’t, because I feel
completely inadequate.” If you desire to share your
faith with family and friends but don’t know quite how
to begin the conversation, or if you fear rejection or
being asked a question you might not know how to
answer, this class is for you!
“Empowered: Equipping
everyone for relational
evangelism,” by Rebecca Manley
Pippert with Dick Molenhouse, is
designed to help ordinary
Christians be motivated to share
their faith and equipped to talk about Jesus in their
normal lives and everyday conversations.

Each Wednesday (except the first)
7:00 p.m., Brown home
“Praying the Psalms”
On Wednesday evenings the GIPC family gathers for
a time of instruction from God’s Word, followed by
prayer for the advancement of God’s kingdom at home
and abroad.

Women’s Monthly Study
Tuesday, March 7th, 7:00 p.m.
The Women’s Monthly Study is held on the “1st
Tuesday” of each month at the home of Cindy Parrish.
Current topic: The book of James.

Men’s Monthly Study
Saturday, March 11th, 8:30 a.m.
The men of the church meet once a month on the “2nd
Saturday” at Pastor Brown’s home. The current topic is
the book of James.
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Westminster Shorter Catechism
1 year plan—Q & A to review/study:
Week of March 5:

18

Week of March 12:

19, 20

Week of March 19:

21

Week of March 26:

22, 23

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #18

Sermons preached by Rev. Brown
covering each of the WSC questions
are available at: gipc-pca.org/sermons.

Question: Wherein consists the sinfulness
of that estate into which man fell?
Answer: The sinfulness of that estate into
which man fell consists in the guilt of
Adam’s first sin, the want of original
righteousness, and the corruption of his
whole nature, which is commonly called
Original Sin; together with all actual
transgressions which proceed from it.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #19

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #20

Question:
What is the misery of that estate into
which man fell?
Answer: All mankind by their fall
lost communion with God,
are under His wrath and curse,
and so made liable to all miseries
in this life, to death itself,
and to the pains of hell for ever.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #21
Question:
Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?
Answer:
The only Redeemer of God’s elect
is the Lord Jesus Christ, who,
being the eternal Son of God,
became man and so was, and continues
to be, God and man in two distinct
natures, and one person, for ever.

Question: Did God leave all mankind to
perish in the estate of sin and misery?
Answer: God having, out of His mere
good pleasure, from all eternity,
elected some to everlasting life,
did enter into a covenant of grace,
to deliver them out of the estate of sin
and misery, and to bring them into an
estate of salvation by a Redeemer.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #22
Question: How did Christ, being the
Son of God, become man?
Answer: Christ, the Son of God, became
man, by taking to Himself a true body,
and a reasonable soul, being conceived
by the power of the Holy Ghost,
in the womb of the Virgin Mary,
and born of her, yet without sin.

Children’s
Discipleship
Nursery
GIPC provides a Nursery for
children ages birth through four
years.
Children’s Church
Each Sunday
children ages four
years old through
2nd Grade are
dismissed during the latter half of
the Morning Service for “Children’s
Church.” Here they are learning
about the common elements of
worship that the universal church
has used throughout the ages.
GIPC also provides a Memorization
Program for children that involves
incentives and rewards.
► For more information, please see
Sara Brown.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #23
Question:
What offices does Christ execute
as our Redeemer?
Answer:
Christ, as our Redeemer, executes the
offices of a prophet, of a priest,
and of a king, both in His estate
of humiliation and exaltation.

“Alas! There are thousands in the world that make a Christ of their
works; and here is their undoing. They look for righteousness and
acceptation more in the precept than in the promise, in the law than
in the gospel, in working than in believing; and so miscarry… And
there is some touch of this in us all; otherwise we should not be so
up and down in our comforts and believing as we are still, and cast
down with every weakness as we are.”
So writes Edward Fisher in The Marrow of Modern Divinity. Originally written in England in the 1640’s
as a conversation between Evangelista (a gospel-wise, seasoned saint), Neophytus (a gospel-ignorant man), and Antinomista
(an antinomian), the book also contains theological notes by the beloved Puritan Thomas Boston. Sinclair Ferguson says,
“Anyone who comes to grips with the issues raised in The Marrow of Modern Divinity will almost certainly grow by leaps
and bounds in understanding three things: the grace of God, the Christian life, and the very nature of the gospel itself.”
 Now available at the GIPC Book Stall, located in the church foyer 
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MARCH
MARCH

“Mary kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19)
“Mary kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19)
“Mary kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19)

Date Book
Chapter 
1
Exodus
12:22-51
2
13

3
14

4
15

5
16

6
17

7
18

8
19

9
20

10
21

11
22

12
23

13
24

14
25

15
26

16
27

17
28

18
29

19
30

20
31

21
32

22
33

23
34

24
35

25
36

26
37

27
38

28
39

29
40

30 Leviticus
1

31
2,3

Date Book
1
Luke
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11 John
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
Date Book
Chapter
1
Job
30
2
31
3
32
4
33
5
34
6
35
7
36
8
37
9
38
10
39
11
40
12
41
13
42
14 Proverbs
1
15
2
16
3
17
4
18
5
19
6
20
7
21
8
22
9
23
10
24
11
25
12
26
13
27
14
28
15
29
16
30
17
31
18
Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Week beginning
MARCH 5

Chapter
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

































Private
Old Testament Reading

Week beginning
MARCH 12


































Week beginning
MARCH 19
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Philippians 2:12-13 “Sanctification”
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now,
not only as in my presence but much more in my absence,
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,
for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work
for His good pleasure.

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)

MARCH

“Mary kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19)

Family Worship
New Testament Reading

Philippians 2:10-11 “Supremacy of Jesus”
. . . so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Week beginning
FEBRUARY 26

Philippians 2:8-9 “Humility of Christ”
And being found in human form, He humbled Himself
by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross.
Therefore God has highly exalted Him
and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name,



Philippians 2:5-7 “Humility of Christ”
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in
Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God,
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men.

I John 2:15-17 “Sin, Battling”
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in
the world — the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes
and pride in possessions — is not from the Father but is from
the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires,
but whoever does the will of God abides forever.
Family Worship
Old Testament Reading

MARCH
Private
New Testament Reading

Book
Chapter
I Corinthians 16
II Corinthians 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
Galatians
1
2
3
4
5
6
Ephesians 1
2
3
4
5
6
Philippians 1
2
3
4
Colossians 1

































Week beginning
MARCH 26

