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is a local church.

Sunday Schedule
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

By Alexander S. Brown, Minister

This month we come to the final installment in a series looking at what it means
to be a church member. As we noted all the way back in September when we
began this series there are many today who don’t believe that the concept of
formal church membership is biblical. However, as we have seen, not only is it a
biblical practice, being clearly laid out in various passages in the New Testament,
it is also a wholly beneficial practice.
Last month we looked at what it means for our church to be a Presbyterian
church, and the benefits that system of government brings to our congregation and
to each of us individually as members. This month we conclude by looking at the
benefits of being an intentionally local church.
----------------------------------

O

past few years with the rise of the internet it has become
incredibly easy for people to retreat into their own little worlds, associate
only with those with whom they agree, and seek out only the best voices
on a chosen subject. That phenomenon has crept into the Church and has
manifested itself in a strange Christian isolationism and the rise of “celebrity”
preachers. This has been to the detriment of the local church, with some thinking
it is not necessary, and others continually moving churches in the futile quest to
find “the perfect church.”
However, at GIPC we are committed to gathering together as a local expression
of the body of Christ. We come from a variety of backgrounds, we don’t always
agree on everything, we don’t always get what we want, and we certainly know
that our Pastor is no celebrity! But we are committed to gathering together as a
church because we believe we are called to do so for our own benefit and the
benefit of others.
VER THE

The Apostles’ Creed

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
Gospel of Matthew

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Zechariah

Sun 6/4 The Lord’s Supper
10:30 a.m. Worship
Tue 6/6 Stated Session Meeting
6:00 p.m., GIPC
Wed 6/7 “1st Wednesday” Dinner
6:30 p.m., Picnic at
Neptune Park (see pg. 2)
Sat

6/10 Men’s Monthly Study
8:30 a.m. (Location TBA)

Mon 6/12 - Fri 6/16
45th PCA General Assembly
(Greensboro, NC)
Sun 6/18 Father’s Day
(CareNet Change-for-Life
ends—return filled bottles
to GIPC—see pg. 4)
Sun 6/25 Guest Minister:
Rev. Tommy Park
(RUF campus minister
at UNF/Jacksonville)

A local church is good for Christians.
The Apostle Paul wrote of the benefits of being part of a local church when he
wrote in 1 Corinthians 12:
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit
we were all baptized into one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and
all were made to drink of one Spirit. For the body does not consist of one
member but of many.
Continued on page 2
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GIPC is a local church (Continued from page 1)
If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear
should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that
would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an
eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear,
where would be the sense of smell? But as it is, God arranged the members
in the body, each one of them, as He chose. If all were a single member,
where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.
(1 Corinthians 12:12-20)
It is often the case that there are people in our church who we would not ordinarily
gravitate towards or have an affinity with. The local church brings us into contact
with people from other social circles and interests – that is what Paul means when he
says “we were all baptized into one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free.”
First century Jews and Greeks had nothing to do with each other, and were often
enemies, but the Apostles never allowed for the notion of a Jewish-church and a
Greek-church. Both Jew and Greek were to understand that through their shared
salvation they were one in Christ. The division had been broken down, as Paul
went to lengths to demonstrate in Ephesians 2. Likewise, the slave would have
very little to do with the free-man, but in the church they were brought side-byside with all social divisions being erased by the gospel. Within the Church of
Christ there is a fundamental unity that transcends even the deep differences that
kept them apart in the first century culture.
The same is true for us. We might be wealthy or poor; Democrat or Republican;
athlete or bookworm, but we are brought together within the local church, to
stand together and remember the fundamental union we have in the salvation by
grace that we share.
Now there are times when that is uncomfortable. We like to be around people
who are like us. We like to gravitate towards our own affinity groups. But what
we have to see is that this trans-cultural nature of the Church is actually designed
by God for our mutual benefit. By not seeking out people who are “just like us”
we are able to get new perspectives and new understandings from one another.
There are times when we will joke that someone is in our life “for our
sanctification.” The idea is usually that we struggle with them, and conclude that
God has brought them in to our lives to teach us patience! However, while that is
often pitched as a good-natured joke, there is actually a lot of truth there. By
being part of a fellowship that contains people of different backgrounds,
convictions, and perspectives, we will find ourselves challenged in the living out
of our faith.
But, if we’re honest, we know that there are times when that sanctification
does come by way of an irritant, and we find our buttons being pushed. It is
through that challenge of perspective that we find our blind-spots exposed, and
we are even challenged on how we see certain things about God and about the
world. It is not for nothing that the metaphor Proverbs 27:17 uses for
sanctification is an abrasive one, when it says “Iron sharpens iron, and one man
sharpens another.”
Continued on page 3

This month’s “1st Wednesday”
Dinner will be a picnic at Neptune
Park on St. Simons Island.
Meet in the picnic area between
the Lighthouse and the Pier.
Grilled hamburgers and hotdogs,
along with ice cream sundaes
for dessert, will be provided.
Please sign up in the church foyer
to bring a side dish to share.

Significant Sessional
Actions


Approved a Facility Use
Request (overflow parking for
a wedding event at Cannon’s
Point on December 2nd).

The next Stated Session Meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, June
6th, 6:00 p.m. at GIPC.

Loan Update
Loan Balance
(as of 4/25/17)
May Payment:
Interest
Principal
Additional Principal
Total Payment
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$628,809
$
$
$
$

2,824
3,124
1,500
7,448

GIPC is a local church (Continued from page 2)
When I was interning at a Campus Ministry in the UK, one of the mantras that
was drilled in to us was, “encourage the good wherever you find it… and if you
can’t find it, look harder!” The point was that in any kind of ministry it is easy to
be negative, to grow disgruntled by those among whom you are ministering. But
we were taught that there was always something to affirm or be thankful for –
even if you had to look hard for it, it was there.
Being around people that we would not choose necessarily to be around teaches
us to appreciate things in people that we would not otherwise see, and draws out
things in us that would not otherwise be drawn out – sometimes a sin that needs
confessed, or a gift that had lain hidden.

The local church is good for our community.
Being committed to being part of the local church also helps us to serve our
community. As we gather together as a church we demonstrate to our local
community that what unites us is more than mere externals.
When the Jew and the Greek, the slave and free gather together for worship and
for fellowship it demonstrates to the watching world that there is something
profound that unites the two. It is the same for us. When we are committed to
gathering with people who do not “look” like us, we witness to the other-worldly
unity that we have in Christ. It shows that this is not just another affinity-group or
club, but a body that is united around one thing – our shared salvation.
The gathering of the local church on the Lord’s Day is a testimony to the world
of the profound nature of our salvation, which not only draws us close to God, but
which breaks down the barriers that sin raises between us. It demonstrates that in
Christ we have been adopted by God, and so regardless of our earthly status we
are united as brethren within the family of God.
However, our commitment to being part of the local church also helps us to
serve our community because it gives us a local network that makes us aware of
opportunities for ministry that we might not otherwise be aware of. As we are
involved in each other’s lives we are brought into contact with needs and
opportunities that we would simply never come into contact with otherwise.
In other words, being part of the local church can help us get out of our
“comfort zone” and can help us challenge ourselves to see and serve our
community in unexpected ways.
But it also increases our ability to answer those needs. By ourselves we are
limited in how we are able to help people. We are limited in terms of our
resources, our gifts, abilities and even simply the time we have available. When
we are an active part of the local church we complement each other, and can
provide a fuller service together than we would otherwise be able to do apart. We
can certainly love well on our own, but we can love better in community.
The Westminster Shorter Catechism begins by asking the question, What is
man’s chief end? And the answer to that question is Man’s chief end is to glorify
God and enjoy Him forever. As we think about the community where we live,
work, and play, our greatest desire for them is to know the true meaning of life –
the glorification and enjoyment of God. Being a Member of a local church
better helps us communicate that to our community and invite them to join us
in worship.
Continued on page 4

The book table, located in the church
foyer, provides easy access to good
Christian books at reasonable prices. If
you would like to recommend a book
for the table, or are seeking good
books on a particular topic, please
speak to Rev. Brown.

“It is almost futile
to underline the most
helpful parts of the book
without underlining
every sentence.”
So said Dr. Keith Mathison,
Professor of Systematic Theology
at Reformation Bible College,
referring to “Jesus and Israel:
One Covenant or Two?” written
by David E. Holwerda, Professor
of New Testament (emeritus) at
Calvin Theological Seminary.
Holwerda
examines the
topic of promise
and fulfillment in
Scripture from a
Reformed,
covenantal
perspective,
addressing questions such as,
Who is Jesus? What is His
relationship to Israel and the Old
Testament (law and promises), the
promises concerning the temple,
the land, and Jerusalem? Who is
Israel? Holwerda maintains that
the Old Testament promises of
God find their complete fulfillment
in Jesus Christ and the church.
“Any so-called particular
fulfillment of Old Testament
promises that bypasses Jesus
Christ cannot be the genuine
fulfillment that the Old Testament
anticipates.”
(Available at the Book Stall)

June 2017 • GIPC Connection • Volume 8, Issue 6 • Page 3

GIPC is a local church

I

(Continued from page 3)

Conclusion

short series we have explored the topic of church membership,
focusing in from the theological foundations of church membership to the
practical implications of it. I hope that you have seen that not only is formal
church membership biblical, but it is supremely beneficial as we unite together
for our own edification and for our witness to this world.
N THIS

If you have not yet become a member of Golden Isles Presbyterian Church,
I hope that these articles have spurred you to consider doing so. If you would like
to pursue membership then please get in touch with me, and I would love to talk
it over with you. 

Care Net’s
“Change-for-Life”
Each year, beginning on
Mother’s Day and ending on
Father’s Day, GIPC
participates in the Changefor-Life campaign to benefit
the Care Net Centers of
Coastal Georgia.
Empty bottles are available in
the sanctuary—please return
your filled baby bottles to GIPC
on Father’s Day, June 18th.
Thank you for
supporting this
life-saving ministry!

- Contact Rev. Brown at abrown@gipc-pca.org or 912-638-2563 -

Care Net Pregnancy Center
is a Christ-centered ministry
dedicated to advancing the
Sanctity of Human Life and
sexual purity.
For more information or to find
other ways to assist, visit:

Adult Sunday School
9:30 a.m. at GIPC
Current Study: “The Apostles’ Creed”
What place do creeds have in our worship? What significance do they have
for our daily lives? Join us as we delve into the meaning and implications of
each phrase of this historic summary of Christian beliefs.

Midweek Prayer Meeting
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., Brown home
“Praying the Psalms”
Note: The final prayer meeting prior to a summer break will be on
Wednesday, May 31st.
► Prayer Guides are available each week in the Sunday bulletin; please
continue to make use of these during the summer months.

coastalcarenet.org/volunteer

“Beyond the Pages”
Book Group
The Book Group will resume
meeting in early August. The
August selection is Standing in
the Rainbow, by Fannie Flagg.

► Missionary newsletters with updates and prayer requests are available
in the church foyer.

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Men’s Monthly Study
Saturday, June 10th, 8:30 a.m.
The men of the church meet once a month on the “2nd Saturday” and are
currently studying the book of James. The men will meet in different homes
throughout the summer; details will be announced, or you may contact Mr.
Clay Huddleston.

48 Hampton Point Drive
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522
Phone: 912.638.2563
E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org
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Westminster Shorter Catechism

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #47

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #48

1 year plan—Q & A to review/study:
Question: What is forbidden in the
first commandment?

Week of June 4:

47, 48

Week of June 11:

49

Week of June 18:

50, 51, 52

Week of June 25:

53

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #49
Question: Which is the second
commandment?
Answer: The second commandment is,
You shall not make for yourself a carved
image, or any likeness of anything that is
in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under
the earth. You shall not bow down to
them or serve them (see Ex. 20:4-6).

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #52
Question:
What are the reasons annexed to the
second commandment?
Answer:
The reasons annexed to the second
commandment are, God’s sovereignty
over us, His propriety in us, and the zeal
He has to His own worship.

Answer: The first commandment
forbids the denying, or not worshipping
and glorifying the true God as God,
and our God; and the giving of that
worship and glory to any other,
which is due to Him alone.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #50

Question: What are we specially taught
by these words [before Me] in the first
commandment?
Answer: These words [before Me] in the
first commandment teach us, That God,
who sees all things, takes notice of,
and is much displeased with,
the sin of having any other God.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #51

Question:
What is required in the second
commandment?

Question:
What is forbidden in the second
commandment?

Answer: The second commandment
requires the receiving, observing,
and keeping pure and entire,
all such religious worship and ordinances
as God has appointed in His Word.

Answer:
The second commandment forbids
the worshipping of God by images,
or any other way not appointed
in His Word.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #53
Question:
Which is the third commandment?
Answer:
The third commandment is,
You shall not take the name of the Lord
your God in vain, for the Lord will not
hold him guiltless who takes His name
in vain.

Children’s Ministry
Children’s Church
Each Sunday during the Morning
Worship Service all children ages
4 years through 2nd Grade have the
opportunity to attend “Children’s
Church” where they are learning about common
elements of worship, such as the Call to Worship,
Prayer, Praise, Reading of the Word, Confession of
Faith, etc. Find out more by visiting the display across
from the Nursery.

Summer Bible Club
A “Backyard Bible Club for Kids”
will be held each morning during
the week of July 17-21 and will
include Bible lessons, snacks,
games, and crafts. Volunteers are needed who can
assist with the activities and/or provide snacks and
other supplies. If you are interested in helping please
get in touch with Sara Brown.
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JUNE

JUNE

“Blessed is the one who
reads...and blessed are those
who hear.” (Revelation 1:3)

“Blessed is the one who
reads...and blessed are those
who hear.” (Revelation 1:3)

“Blessed is the one who
reads...and blessed are those
who hear.” (Revelation 1:3)

“Blessed is the one who
reads...and blessed are those
who hear.” (Revelation 1:3)

Family Worship
Old Testament Reading

Family Worship
Psalms Reading

Private
Old Testament Reading

Private
New Testament Reading

Date Book
Chapter 
1
Deuteronomy 5

2
6

3
7

4
8

5
9

6
10

7
11

8
12

9
13,14 
10
15

11
16

12
17

13
18

14
19

15
20

16
21

17
22

18
23

19
24

20
25

21
26

22
27-28:19
23
28:20-68
24
29

25
30

26
31

27
32

28
33,34 
29 Joshua
1

30
2


Date Book
1
Psalms
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Date Book
1
Isaiah
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Date Book
Chapter
1
Revelation 3
2
4
3
5
4
6
5
7
6
8
7
9
8
10
9
11
10
12
11
13
12
14
13
15
14
16
15
17
16
18
17
19
18
20
19
21
20
22
21 Matthew
1
22
2
23
3
24
4
25
5
26
6
27
7
28
8
29
9
30
10

































Week beginning
JUNE 18
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Week beginning
JUNE 25

Ephesians 6:10-11 “Spiritual Warfare”
Finally, be strong in the Lord
and in the strength of His might.
Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand against
the schemes of the devil.

Chapter
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power
are being guarded through faith for a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time.

Week beginning
JUNE 11

I Peter 1:3-5 “Salvation”

Week beginning
JUNE 4

Chapter 
88

89

90

91

92,93 
94

95,96 
97,98 
99-101 
102

103

104

105

106

107

108,109 
110,111 
112,113 
114,115 
116

117,118 
119:1-24 
v. 25-48 
v. 49-72 
v. 73-96 
v. 97-120 
v. 121-144 
v. 145-176 
120-122 
123-125 

I Timothy 2:5 “Supremacy of Jesus”
For there is one God,
and there is one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus.

Isaiah 40:30-31 “Waiting on God”
Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men
shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the LORD
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings
like eagles; they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.

Week beginning
MAY 28

Psalm 86:5-7 “Faithfulness (of God)”
For You, O Lord, are good and forgiving,
abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon You.
Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my plea for grace.
In the day of my trouble I call upon You, for You answer me.

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)



JUNE

