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The Worst Consequence of Skipping Church
Over the past few months we have
been considering together what it
means to be a member of a local
church, and in particular, what it
means to be a member of Golden Isles
Presbyterian Church. Below is an
article by Tim Challies in which he
explains the importance of regular
church attendance, not just for our
welfare, but also for the other people
within our fellowship.

W

are a culture of convenience,
of personalization, of
individualism. We have a million ways
of customizing our lives to perfectly
suit our every preference. When things
are difficult, we think little of pulling
away from responsibilities, of
reorienting our lives away from
whatever causes inconvenience.
This can even extend to something as
good and as central as our commitment
to the local church.
All of us who are involved in local
churches have seen people waver and
wander in their commitment. Most of
us have had to extend the call to
someone, to urge them back to
participation, back to the worship
services. When we do this, we often
turn to our go-to text, Hebrews 10:24-25,
to warn of the danger of “neglecting to
meet together, as is the habit of some…”
We insist that those who neglect to
participate in the local church will
encounter spiritual temptation, spiritual
decline, and even spiritual death.
E

Sunday Schedule

And while all of this is true, it is not
the emphasis of that passage. In fact,
when we use the passage in this way,
we are not displaying the divine
urgency behind the text, but our own
deep-rooted individualism.

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
The Apostles’ Creed

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
Gospel of Matthew

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
New series begins July 9th:
Colossians

Here is what Hebrews 10:24-25 says:
“And let us consider how to stir
up one another to love and good
works, not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some,
but encouraging one another,
and all the more as you see the
Day drawing near.”
This passage does, indeed, warn of
the serious consequences of skipping
church, but its focus is not what we
might expect through our Western,
individualized eyes. This passage does
not warn us that when we skip church
we put ourselves at risk. Rather, it
warns us that when we skip church we
put other people at risk. The first sin of
skipping church is the sin of failing to
love others.
Gathering with God’s people is not
first about being blessed but about
being a blessing. It’s not first about
getting but about giving.
As we prepare to worship on Sunday
morning, our first consideration should
be “how to stir up one another to love
and good works.” We should approach
Sunday deliberately, eager to do good
to others, to be a blessing to them.

Sun 7/2 The Lord’s Supper
10:30 a.m. Worship
Sun 7/2 Guest Minister
Rev. Charlie Turner,
Associate Pastor,
Grace Church of the
Islands (AM Worship;
no Evening Service)
Tue 7/4 Independence Day
Holiday (office closed)
Sat

7/8 Men’s Monthly Study
8:30 a.m., Huddlestons

Sun 7/16 Church Lunch and
General Assembly Report
12:00 p.m., GIPC
Tue 7/18 Stated Session Meeting
6:00 p.m., GIPC
Mon-Fri, 7/17-21
“Backyard Bible Club
for Kids” 9:00-11:00 a.m.
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those times we feel our zeal
waning, when we feel the
temptation to skip out on a Sunday or
withdraw altogether, we should
consider our God-given responsibility
to “encourage one another, and all the
more as you see the Day drawing
near.” This text is not about us, but
about them. This text is not for
Christian individuals but Christian
communities.
And, of course, our commitment
to the local church is far more than
a commitment to Sunday morning
services. It is a commitment to other
people through all of life. It is a
commitment to worship with them
once or twice a week, then to
fellowship with them, to serve them,
and to pray for them all throughout
the week.
N

(Continued from page 1)

In lieu of July’s “1st Wednesday”

It is to bind ourselves together in a
covenant in which we promise to do
good to them, to make them the special
object of our attention and encouragement. It is to promise that we will
identify and deploy our spiritual gifts
for their benefit so we can serve them,
strengthen them, and bless them.
Every Christian has a place within a
local church. Every Christian is needed
within a local church. Every Christian
has responsibilities within a local
church. Every Christian is to commit to
the members of a local church and to
love them, to encourage them, and to
stir them up in zeal until the day of
Christ’s return. 

Dinner, all are invited to a

CHURCH LUNCH
on

SUNDAY, JULY 16TH,
immediately following the
Morning Service.
Highlights from the 45th PCA
General Assembly will be shared
by Rev. Brown.

Significant Sessional
Actions


The Worst Consequence of Skipping Church first appeared on April 26, 2017,
at https://www.challies.com/articles/the-worst-consequence-of-skipping-church.
Copyright 2017 by Tim Challies.

Approved Pulpit Supply for
Sunday, June 25th (Rev.
Tommy Park) and Sunday,
July 2nd (Rev. Charlie Turner).

The next Stated Session Meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, July
18th, 6:00 p.m. at GIPC.

Christian Discipleship
Adult Sunday School —
Sundays, 9:30 a.m.
Current study:
“The Apostles’ Creed”

Loan Update
“Beyond the Pages”
Book Group

“2nd Saturday”
Men’s Monthly Study —
Saturday, July 8th, 8:30 a.m.
Topic: “James”
This month, meet at the home
of Clay Huddleston

The Book Group, which is open to
all those who enjoy reading and
discussing books, will resume
meeting August 1st to discuss
Standing in the Rainbow,
by Fannie Flagg.

Loan Balance
(as of 5/26/17)
June Payment:
Interest
Principal
Additional Principal
Total Payment

$623,757
$
$
$
$

3,056
2,892
1,500
7,448

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

FALL KICK-OFF

Dinner
and

Saint Simons Island, GA 31522

Wed. August 2nd

Calendar
Preview

Phone: 912.638.2563

6:30 p.m. at GIPC

48 Hampton Point Drive

E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org
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Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #54

Westminster Shorter Catechism

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #55

1 year plan—Q & A to review/study:
Week of July 2:

54, 55, 56

Week of July 9:

57

Week of July 16:

58, 59

Week of July 23:

60

Week of July 30:

61

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #56

Question:
What is required in the third
commandment?

Question:
What is forbidden in the third
commandment?

Answer:
The third commandment requires the
holy and reverent use of God’s names,
titles, attributes, ordinances, Word,
and works.

Answer:
The third commandment forbids all
profaning and abusing of any thing
whereby God makes Himself known.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #57

Question: What is the reason annexed
to the third commandment?
Answer: The reason annexed to the
third commandment is, That however
the breakers of this commandment may
escape punishment from men, yet the
Lord our God will not suffer them to
escape His righteous judgment.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #58

Question:
What is the fourth commandment?

Question: What is required in the fourth
commandment?

Answer:
The fourth commandment is,
Remember the Sabbath day,
to keep it holy. (see Exodus 20:8-11)

Answer: The fourth commandment
requires the keeping holy to God
such set times as He has appointed
in His Word; expressly one whole day
in seven, to be a holy Sabbath
to Himself.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #59

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #60

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #61

Question: Which day of the seven has
God appointed to be the weekly Sabbath?

Question: How is the Sabbath to be sanctified?

Question: What is forbidden in the fourth
commandment?

Answer: The Sabbath is to be sanctified
by a holy resting all that day, even from
such worldly employments and recreations
as are lawful on other days; and spending
the whole time in the public and private
exercises of God’s worship, except so
much as is to be taken up in the works of
necessity and mercy.

Answer: From the beginning of the world
to the resurrection of Christ,
God appointed the seventh day
of the week to be the weekly Sabbath;
and the first day of the week ever since,
to continue to the end of the world,
which is the Christian Sabbath.

Answer: The fourth commandment forbids
the omission or careless performance of the
duties required, and the profaning the day
by idleness, or doing that which is in itself
sinful, or by unnecessary thoughts, words,
or works, about our worldly employments
or recreations.

Children’s Discipleship
Nursery
GIPC provides a Nursery for children
ages Birth-4 years.

Children’s Church
Each Sunday during the Morning Worship Service all
children ages 4 years through 2nd Grade are provided
the opportunity to attend “Children’s Church” where they
are learning about common elements of the worship
service.

Summer Bible Club
A “Backyard Bible Club for
Kids” will be held each morning
from 9:00-11:00 a.m. during the
week of July 17-21, and will
include Bible lessons, snacks, games, and crafts.
If you are able to assist with activities and/or provide
snacks and other supplies, please contact Cindy Parrish
or Sara Brown.
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“They received the word with
all eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily.” (Acts 17:11)

“They received the word with
all eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily.” (Acts 17:11)

“They received the word with
all eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily.” (Acts 17:11)

“They received the word with
all eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily.” (Acts 17:11)

Family Worship
Old Testament Reading

Family Worship
Psalms & New Testament

Private
Old Testament Reading

Private
New Testament Reading

Date Book
1
Joshua
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18 Judges
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Date Book
1
Psalms
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14 Acts
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Date Book
Chapter
1
Isaiah
63
2
64
3
65
4
66
5
Jeremiah
1
6
2
7
3
8
4
9
5
10
6
11
7
12
8
13
9
14
10
15
11
16
12
17
13
18
14
19
15
20
16
21
17
22
18
23
19
24
20
25
21
26
22
27
23
28
24
29
25
30
26
31
27

Date Book
Chapter
1
Matthew
11
2
12
3
13
4
14
5
15
6
16
7
17
8
18
9
19
10
20
11
21
12
22
13
23
14
24
15
25
16
26
17
27
18
28
19 Mark
1
20
2
21
3
22
4
23
5
24
6
25
7
26
8
27
9
28
10
29
11
30
12
31
13

Week beginning
JULY 16



































































Week beginning
JULY 23

Week beginning
JULY 30

Matthew 10:28 “Fear, Battling”
And do not fear those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul.
Rather fear him who can destroy
both soul and body in hell.

Week beginning
JULY 9


































Philippians 1:6 “Security in God”
And I am sure of this,
that He who began a good work in you
will bring it to completion
at the day of Jesus Christ.

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces
of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand firm.

Ephesians 6:12-13 “Spiritual Warfare”

Week beginning
JULY 2

Chapter
126-128
129-131
132-134
135,136
137,138
139
140,141
142,143
144
145
146,147
148
149,150
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Ephesians 6:16-17 “Spiritual Warfare”
In all circumstances take up the shield of faith,
with which you can extinguish
all the flaming darts of the evil one;
and take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.

Chapter 
3

4

5-6:5 
6:6-27 
7

8

9

10

11

12,13 
14,15 
16,17 
18,19 
20,21 
22

23

24

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10-11:11
11:12-40 
12

13

14


Ephesians 6:14-15 “Spiritual Warfare”
Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth,
and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
and, as shoes for your feet,
having put on the readiness
given by the gospel of peace.

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)
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