
The Word of God Stands Forever 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

The Rise & Fall of King Solomon 

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship 

Gospel of Matthew 

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

 

Sun 7/3 The Lord’s Supper 
  10:30 a.m. Worship 

  Guest Minister (AM only)  
  Rev. Ro Taylor, GSU/RUF 

  (No Evening Service) 

Mon 7/4 July 4th Holiday 

Wed 7/6 “1st Wednesday” Dinner 
  6:30 p.m., Sea Island 
  (pg. 3) 

Tue-Fri  7/12-7/15  Backyard Kids Club 
  9:00-11:00 a.m.,  
  Brown home (pg. 5) 

Tue 7/12 Stated Session Meeting 
  6:00 p.m., GIPC 

Tue 7/12 Women’s Bible Study 
  6:30 p.m., Parrish home 
  “Women of the Word” 

Fri, Sat 7/22,23 Savannah River 
  Presbytery meets at FPC 
  Waynesboro 
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A T GIPC we are a church that is 

firmly committed to the Bible. 

Our tag-line, “The Word of God 

Stands Forever” is taken from Isaiah 

40:6-8, which contrasts the 

impermanence of human philosophy 

with the steadfastness of Scripture and 

highlights how the Bible transcends 

culture and history. 

We understand the value of 

Scripture and its necessity for the 

faithful Christian life perhaps now, 

more than ever, as we are making 

our way slowly through Psalm 119 

in the Scripture Readings in our 

morning services.  

We know that the Bible is to be held 

in high esteem, and that it is to be 

read, studied and applied. 

However, that task can seem a little 

daunting, and it can be difficult to 

know how best to get to grips with 

Scripture. Most of us know the value 

of finding or developing a structure to 

reading through the Bible – every 

December I try to point you in the 

right direction for getting a reading 

plan in place for the coming year.  

But what if you want to go a little 

deeper? What if you want to do a 

little more than simply reading two 

or three chapters every day? How do 

you do that?  

It can be easy to listen to sermons or 

read books and think about our own 

Bible reading and wonder why we 

don’t get as much out of Scripture in 

our devotions. 

Now, the first thing to remember is 

that preachers and teachers are blessed 

with an amount of time to study 

Scripture that is unreasonable to 

expect a “layman” to be able to 

dedicate to their study. I am 

constantly thankful that my job is to 

study Scripture! However, there are 

some things that anyone can do to dig 

down into Scripture and really get to 

grips with it. 

F 
IRST, you must be reading your 

Bible. That probably goes 

without saying, but it is important to 

understand that reading your Bible is 

an essential part of studying it.  

Daily reading helps you get 

acquainted with the sweep of 

Redemptive History, and helps you 

to see the plot-line of Scripture. 

Now it might not seem to be giving 

you profound insights, but it is part 

of an essential foundation that can 

be built upon. 

Second, in order to study 

Scripture you need to develop a 

“plan of attack.” The Bible is a big 

book, and there are a lot of different 

ways to study it. For instance, you 

might want to get to know a particular 

book better and want to unfold the 

intricacies of that book and the 

connections it makes with the rest of 

Scripture. 

By Alexander S. Brown, Minister 
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Maybe you want to narrow your 

focus even further, and study a portion 

of a book, like Sinclair Ferguson’s 

study on the Upper Room chapters of 

John’s Gospel that we have just been 

looking at in Sunday School.  

Perhaps you want to expand your 

scope and trace a certain theme 

running through Scripture from 

Genesis to Revelation. Whatever  

your focus is, establish it, write it 

down, and commit to it. 

T 
HIS leads into the third part of 

Bible Study, which is collecting 

the tools required to do your study.  

Now, of course, the Holy Spirit is 

our first helper when it comes to 

Scripture and so we need to pray for 

His guidance and illumination as we 

study the Scripture He inspired.  

However, we believe that God  

gave “the apostles, the prophets,  

the evangelists, the shepherds and 

teachers, to equip the saints for 

the work of ministry, for building up 

the body of Christ” (Eph. 4:11-12), 

and so we study 

Scripture with others 

who have come 

before us, learning 

from their wisdom 

and using their 

thoughts as catalysts 

for our own. 

The first tool I would encourage 

anyone to get in the study of Scripture is 

a good one-volume Bible Commentary. 

Not only do these give helpful insights 

and explanations of the portion of 

Scripture that you want to study, having 

a commentary on the entire Bible means 

that you can get help no matter where 

your study takes you.  I would highly 

recommend the New Bible Commentary 

from InterVarsity Press or the ESV 

Study Bible, both of which have content 

written by solid and reliable scholars. 

From that base you can then go on 

and build your library. If you are 

studying a portion of Scripture, it is a 

good idea to get two or three 

commentaries on the passage or book.  

O 
NE place that I always go when 

researching which commentaries 

to purchase is bestcommentaries.com, 

which has reviews and recommendations 

on each book of the Bible. A word of 

warning, however – some of these 

commentaries can be very technical, 

so click the link to the Amazon.com 

listing and try to get a feel for how it 

is written.  

  A good series to 

keep in mind is 

the Tyndale Old 

Testament 

Commentaries or 

the Tyndale New 

Testament 

Commentaries, which are small, 

paperback books with helpful insights 

without the sometimes confusing 

scholarly work.  

If you want something a little 

meatier, then I am generally confident 

in the New International Commentary 

on the Old Testament or the New 

International 

Commentary  

on the New 

Testament series. 

While they will 

have a little more 

technical content, 

they are still very accessible. 

It can also be good to pick up books 

that are on your topic, especially if 

you are studying a theme.  

The website mentioned above – 

bestcommentaries.com – also has a 

section on Theology that can be a 

helpful guide as you look for books.  

Also, it can be fruitful to follow the 

“footnote trail” in a commentary, 

which can lead you to good additional 

material. And from there, you are 

good to go! You just need to pick a 

time to do this, preferably one that is 

the same every day to help you make it 

part of your routine.  

It really is not as difficult or 

daunting as it may seem at first. There 

are, of course, further ways in which 

you can develop your study, but they 

will generally become apparent as you 

continue on with your study.  

Perhaps you’ll want to write a paper, 

even if no one else ever sees it; or 

perhaps you’ll want to incorporate 

memorization as another way of 

internally reading the passage you are 

studying; maybe you’ll want to invite 

a friend to study with you, so that you 

have another mind and heart to 

bounce ideas off of and learn from. 

T he main thing is that if you 

have a desire to study 

Scripture, then, as Nike once 

exhorted us, Just Do It!  

It doesn’t take a lot of time, a lot of 

training, or a lot of money (many 

books and commentaries can be found 

used at bookfinder.com), and it will 

bear tremendous fruit, not only in 

your own life, but also in the lives of 

others, as you come to know Scripture 

better. ▪ 

 

 

“Sanctify them in the truth; 

Your Word is truth.” 

- John 17:17 

 

“I have stored up Your Word 

in my heart, that I might 

not sin against You.”  

- Psalm 119:11 

How to Study the Bible (Continued from page 1) 

 

 

http://bestcommentaries.com
http://bestcommentaries.com
http://bookfinder.com
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Loan Update 

Loan Balance 

  (as of 5/26/16) $683,054 

June Payment: 

 Interest   $    3,347    

 Principal $    2,601   

 Additional Principal $    4,000 

Total Payment $    9,948 

Significant Sessional 

Actions 

 Approved pulpit supply as 

follows:  Mr. Kyle Brent on 

Sunday, June 26th (AM and 

PM); Rev. Ro Taylor on 

Sunday, July 3rd, (AM service 

only); and Rev. John 

Tweeddale on Sunday, 

November 6th (AM service). 

Rev. Tweeddale will be the 

Keynote Speaker at this 

year’s Missions Conference, 

set for November 4-6, 2016. 

 Approved no Evening Service 

on Sunday, July 3, 2016. 

B&G Committee 

The next meeting of the Building 

and Grounds Committee is 

scheduled for Thursday, June 

30th, 6:30 p.m. at 1015 Arthur J. 

Moore Drive. 

Outreach: making an impact where you live 

Missions: making an impact by intentionally 

 stepping beyond where you live* 

Jessica Wiggins, RN (Peru Mission) 

On Sunday, July 10th at 9:30 a.m., during the Adult Sunday 

School class, Ms. Jessica Wiggins of Independent 

Presbyterian Church in Savannah will share about her plans 

to serve for two years as a missionary nurse at a health clinic 

started by churches of the Peru Mission in Trujillo, Peru. 

Jessica fell in love with the country as the result of spending a 

week each of the past four years hosting a summer camp for children in Trujillo. 

Come and learn more on Sunday the 10th! 

Bill Wood (Rafiki Foundation) 

Bill Wood, a deacon at Golden Isles Presbyterian Church, 

is planning to depart for Ghana, West Africa in early 

August where he will substitute 

for the Dean of the Rafiki 

Institute of Classical Education, 

an organization that trains nationals to be teachers  

in grades PK - 3. The Rafiki Foundation oversees 10 

villages in 10 African nations that provide orphanages, 

Classical Christian Schools, Widows Programs, Bible 

Study Programs, and Teacher Training Programs.   

If you would like to learn more about this opportunity and find out how you 

might pray for Bill during his seven weeks in Africa, please contact him at 

williamtwood@gmail.com. Information about the Rafiki Foundation is available 

at rafikifoundation.org. 

- - - - - - - 

*Dr. Mark Naylor, Northwest Baptist Seminary  (Mark and his wife Karen served 14 years in a “closed country” 

doing evangelism, church planting, Bible translation, and leadership development. 

GOLDEN ISLES 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

48 Hampton Point Drive 

Saint Simons Island, GA 31522 

Phone:  912.638.2563 

E-Mail:  office@gipc-pca.org 

www.gipc-pca.org 

 

 

Adult Sunday School 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m.: The adult 

class began a new study on June 

19th based on the first eleven 

chapters of I Kings:  “The Rise and 

Fall of King Solomon.” This series is 

written by James Hughes, Minister 

of Christ Church Greenbank (UK), 

and is published by The Good Book 

Company. Many regard the story of 

King Solomon as simply a “morality 

tale,” and miss the fact that it is a 

“shadow of the reality that is to 

come in Christ”— a greater King 

who will never fall.     

“First Wednesday” 

Church Dinner 

July 6th, 6:30 p.m.: All are 

invited! The next dinner is set for 

July 6th, and will be held at Cottage 

117, 240 West 25th Street, Sea 

Island.  

The main dish, fried chicken, will be 

provided; please sign up to bring a 

side, salad, or dessert. Swimming 

is available for kids; bring your own 

towels. This month’s dinner is 

hosted by Bill and Nancy Wood.  

http://www.perumission.org
http://www.rafikifoundation.org


O F  T H E  M O N T H  

psalm  
Psalm 138 

With grateful heart my thanks I bring; 

before the “gods” Your praise I sing.  

I worship in Your holy place 

and praise You for Your truth and grace. 

For truth and grace together shine 

in Your most holy Word divine; 

in Your most holy Word divine. 

I cried to You and You did save; 

Your Word of grace new courage gave. 

The kings of earth shall thank You, LORD, 

for they have heard Your wondrous Word. 

Yes, they shall come with songs of praise, 

for great and glorious are Your ways; 

for great and glorious are Your ways! 

O LORD, enthroned in glory bright, 

You reign alone in heavenly height; 

the proud in vain Your favor seek, 

but You have mercy for the meek. 

Through trouble though my pathway be, 

You will revive and strengthen me; 

You will revive and strengthen me. 

You will stretch forth Your mighty arm 

to save me when my foes alarm. 

The work You have for me begun 

shall by Your grace be fully done. 

Your love forever will endure: 

Your mercy, LORD, is ever sure; 

Your mercy, LORD, is ever sure. 

 

P 
SALM 138 is the first psalm in the 

final collection of psalms 

attributed to David, which will run 

through Psalm 145. This psalm is a 

song of thanksgiving that David offers 

to God as He considers God’s 

personal faithfulness to him, 

throughout his life, especially in the 

face of danger. In verse 3 David 

reflects on how God has watched over 

him, and answered him when he has 

called out, and verse 7 praises God for 

protecting him as he faced the anger 

of his enemies. 

In earlier psalms David is 

overwhelmed by the enemies that 

surround him. Psalm 13, for instance, 

contains David’s cry, “How long, O 

LORD? Will you forget me forever?” 

As David saw his enemies 

encroaching upon him, he cried out to 

God wondering where the LORD was 

in the midst of his trouble. That psalm, 

just like many others like it, resolve 

with a hopeful conclusion that he will 

one day sing to the LORD because he 

knows that the steadfast love of the 

LORD will not fail. 

In many ways we can consider 

Psalm 138 to be the song that Psalm 

13:6 anticipates. Here is David, 

seemingly towards the end of his life, 

reflecting on how God has brought 

him safely through many storms. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 

A 
ND SO this psalm is one that we 

can take on our lips as we reflect 

on our lives. Whether it be at the end 

of our lives, or simply if we take a 

moment to consider how God has 

dealt with us this far, any Christian 

can use the words of this psalm to give 

thanks to God for the help which He 

gave us, which we did not always 

understand at the time. 

There are many seasons in life that 

are filled with more questions than 

answers; seasons in which we cry for 

help but struggle to find it. But, as 

they say, hindsight is twenty-twenty, 

and this psalm gives the Christian 

words to express thanksgiving to God 

for His faithfulness towards us. 

However, David’s focus here is not 

just on the good which God does to 

His people, but on the glory of God 

manifested in that care.  

 

I 
N THE first stanza, in verses 1-3, 

David meditates on the union of 

God’s holiness and intimacy 

manifested in the Temple. In verse 2 

he says, “I bow down toward Your 

holy temple and give thanks to Your 

name for Your steadfast love and 

Your faithfulness, for You have 

exalted above all things Your name 

and Your word.”  

What he is saying is that this holy 

God Who is exalted above all things is 

the very one who is covenantally 

united to His people in steadfast love 

and faithfulness. 

This Most Holy God is also the One 

who personally fights for His people. 

That is brought to bear also in the 

second stanza in verses 4-6 as David 

considers that one day all the kings of 

the earth will give thanks to God – 

that is to say that one day the most 

exalted of this earth will bow in the 

worship of Yahweh. 

What all this means, is that the 

Christian is led by this psalm to rest in 

our union with God through Christ. 

Here we are given a wonderful 

perspective on Who God is and His 

loving protection of His people.  
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 Westminster Shorter Catechism 
1 year plan: Study Q & A: 
Week of July 3:   54, 55, 56 

Week of July 10:   57 

Week of July 17: 58, 59 

Week of July 24: 60 
Week of July 31: 61 

2 year plan: Study Q & A: 
Week of July 3:   27 

Week of July 10:   28 

Week of July 17: 29 

Week of July 24: 30 
Week of July 31: 31 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #54 

Question:   

What is required in the third 
commandment? 

Answer:   

The third commandment requires the 
holy and reverent use of God’s names, 
titles, attributes, ordinances, Word, 
and works. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #55 

Question:  

What is forbidden in the third 
commandment? 

Answer: 

The third commandment forbids all 
profaning and abusing of any thing 
whereby God makes Himself known. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #56 

Question:  What is the reason annexed 
to the third commandment? 

Answer:  The reason annexed to the 
third commandment is, That however 
the breakers of this commandment may 
escape punishment from men, yet the 
Lord our God will not suffer them to 
escape His righteous judgment. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #57 

Question: 

What is the fourth commandment? 

Answer: 

The fourth commandment is, 
Remember the Sabbath day, 
to keep it holy.  (see Exodus 20:8-11) 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #58 

Question: 

What is required in the fourth 
commandment? 

Answer:  The fourth commandment 
requires the keeping holy to God such 
set times as He has appointed in His 
Word; expressly one whole day in seven, 
to be a holy Sabbath to Himself. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #59 

Question:  Which day of the seven has 
God appointed to be the weekly Sabbath? 

Answer:  From the beginning of the world 
to the resurrection of Christ,  
God appointed the seventh day of the 
week to be the weekly Sabbath;  
and the first day of the week ever since,  
to continue to the end of the world,  
which is the Christian Sabbath. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #60 

Question:  How is the Sabbath to be sanctified? 

Answer:  The Sabbath is to be sanctified 
by a holy resting all that day, even from 
such worldly employments and recreations 
as are lawful on other days; and spending 
the whole time in the public and private 
exercises of God’s worship, except so 
much as is to be taken up in the works of 
necessity and mercy. 

Children’s Church 

Each Sunday during the Morning Worship 

Service all children ages 4 years through 

2nd Grade have the opportunity to attend 

“Children’s Church” where they are 

learning about common elements of worship, such as the 

Call to Worship, Prayer, Praise, Reading of the Word, 

Confession of Faith, etc. Learn more by visiting the 

display across from the Nursery. 

Bible Club for Kids 

A Bible Club for Kids will be held 

July 12-15 (corrected date) at the 

Brown home, from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

The time will include Bible Lessons, Games, Snacks, and 

Crafts. A supply/volunteer list is located in the foyer—

please sign up if you are able to assist! Thank you!   

(Contact:  Sara Brown) 

  

Children’s Discipleship 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #61 

Question:  What is forbidden in the fourth 
commandment? 

Answer:  The fourth commandment forbids 
the omission or careless performance of the 
duties required, and the profaning the day 
by idleness, or doing that which is in itself 
sinful, or by unnecessary thoughts, words, 
or works, about our worldly employments 
or recreations. 
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JULY 
“They received the word with 
all eagerness, examining the 
Scriptures daily.” (Acts 17:11) 

Family Worship 

Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter        

1 Joshua 3  

2       4  
3       5-6:5  

4        6:6-27  
5  7  
6  8  
7  9  

8  10  
9  11   
10  12,13  
11  14,15  

12  16,17  
13  18,19  
14  20,21  
15  22   

16  23   
17  24   
18 Judges 1   

19  2   

20  3   
21  4   
22  5   
23  6   

24  7   
25  8   
26  9   
27  10-11:11 

28  11:12-40  
29  12   

30   13   
31  14   

JULY 
“They received the word with 
all eagerness, examining the 
Scriptures daily.” (Acts 17:11) 

Family Worship 

Psalms & New Testament 

Date Book Chapter        

1 Psalms 126-128  

2  129-131  
3  132-134  

4  135,136  
5  137,138  
6  139   
7  140,141  

8  142,143  
9  144   
10  145   
11  146,147  

12  148   
13  149,150  
14 Acts 1   

15  2   

16  3   
17  4   
18  5   
19  6   

20  7   
21  8   
22  9   
23  10   

24  11   
25  12   
26  13   
27  14   

28  15   
29  16   

30  17   

31  18   

JULY 
“They received the word with 
all eagerness, examining the 
Scriptures daily.” (Acts 17:11) 

Private 

Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   

1 Isaiah  63  

2   64  
3   65  

4   66  
5 Jeremiah  1   

6   2   
7   3   

8   4   
9   5   
10   6   
11   7   

12   8   
13   9   
14   10   
15   11   

16   12   
17   13   
18   14   
19   15   

20   16   
21   17   
22   18   
23   19   

24   20   
25   21   
26   22   
27   23   

28   24   
29  25   

30  26   

31  27   

JULY 
“They received the word with 
all eagerness, examining the 
Scriptures daily.” (Acts 17:11) 

Private 

New Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   

1 Matthew  11  

2   12  
3   13  

4   14  
5   15  
6   16  
7   17  

8   18  
9   19  
10   20  
11   21  

12   22  
13   23  
14   24  
15   25  

16   26  
17   27  
18   28  
19 Mark  1  

20   2  
21   3  
22   4  
23   5  

24   6  
25   7  
26   8  
27   9  

28   10  
29  11   

30  12   

31  13   

“Beyond the Pages”  
Book Group 

The next meeting of the Book 

Group, which is open to anyone 

who enjoys reading and 

discussing books, is scheduled 

for Wednesday, September 7th, 

9:30 a.m. at Magnolia Manor on 

St. Simons Island. 

The September selection is: 

“Dead Wake:  The Last Crossing 

of the Lusitania,” by Erik Larson. 

(Contact Sara Brown or  

Sharon Bolin) 

Women’s Discipleship 

Bible Study:  The Tuesday evening study group that 

meets monthly will gather on July 12th at the home of 

Cindy Parrish (6:30 p.m.). Topic:  Women of the Word. 

Presbytery Women ~ Fall Retreat at Epworth:  The 

women of GIPC are invited to attend the annual Fall 

Retreat sponsored by the Savannah River Presbytery 

Women in the Church. The dates are October 14 and 

15, 2016.  The cost for locals (includes conference 

and meals—no lodging) is $51.75.  

Flyers are available in the church foyer, or you may 

sign up online at:  kirkpca.org/fall-retreat 

http://www.kirkpca.org/fall-retreat

