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An Invitation to Evening Worship

Sunday Schedule

By Alexander S. Brown, Minister

T

9:15 a.m. Sunday School
for Children and Adults
(resumes January 7th)

that absence makes the heart grow fonder, and I can certainly
say that has proven to be true when it comes to our Evening Services.
HEY SAY

As many of you know, we decided to put the Evening Service on hold
back in November when I was forced to pare back my schedule due to illness.
And while I am tremendously grateful for the opportunity to remove something
from my schedule to facilitate the rest I needed, I can honestly say that I have
tremendously missed joining together for worship at the end of the Lord’s Day.
Attending Evening Worship has been part of my Christian life almost from its
very beginning. Very soon after my conversion I became a member in a church
where Evening Worship was a regular and ordinary part of the Lord’s Day, and it
quickly became a precious time as we gathered together, especially on cold, wet
Scottish winter evenings. Going in to the warmth of that fellowship will always
remain one of my most treasured memories.
However, my missing Evening Worship is not simply a matter of broken
routine or nostalgia. I miss Evening Worship because I find that without it my
Lord’s Day simply withers away. We get up and get going as normal – we get to
church to prepare for Sunday School and the Morning Service, we get home and
have lunch, take Sunday afternoon naps, and then…. well, nothing. We have
gone for walks on the beach, we have spent time together as a family, but I have
felt the sanctity of the day fades away. Ironically, while not having to prepare an
Evening Service has provided me with physical rest, I have felt a growing
restlessness on Sundays.
As we restart the Evening Service in the latter half of January, after the State of
the Church meeting, I want to invite you to join me in attending both Morning
and Evening Worship Services. I want you to come and enjoy the distinct
blessing that is found in “bracketing” the Lord’s Day by gathering together in
worship, remembering that our true rest is found in and through Christ.

I

COULD TRY to convince you of the importance of Sunday Evening Worship
by telling you of its roots in the Old Testament morning and evening
sacrifices; about how David applies that Temple practice to personal devotion in
Psalm 92 (entitled A Song for the Sabbath) when he writes, “It is good to give
thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High; to declare your
steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night.”

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
Evening Worship dates
will be announced.

Thu 1/4, Tue 1/16 Women’s Bible
Study 7:00 p.m.,
Chilton home
Sun 1/7 Sunday School resumes
(9:15 a.m.)
Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper, 10:30 a.m.
Mon 1/8, 15, 22, 29 Women’s
Prayer Group
10:00 a.m., Parrish home
Tue 1/9 “Beyond the Pages”
Book Group
1:00 p.m., Magnolia Manor
Wed 1/17 State of the Church Dinner
& Meeting: “Chili Cook-off”
6:30 p.m. at GIPC
Tue 1/23 Stated Session Meeting
Wed 1/24 Midweek Prayer Meeting
resumes, 7:00 p.m.,
Brown home
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An Invitation to Evening Worship

I could tell you about how both Morning and Evening Worship were a
normal part of life for most American Christians until the 20th Century. I
could give you facts and data to try and convince you, but I think the best
way to convince you is to ask you to try it.
I think if you come and try the Evening Services, you will find them to
be a source of great blessing to you. I think you will find the Lord’s Day
to be more spiritually restful than with only Morning Worship. I think you
will find yourself going into the busyness of the week, spiritually
stronger. I think you will find it to be a source of great joy as you again
come to listen to the voice of God as His Word is read and preached, and
as we respond to that voice in song and prayer.
It will mean approaching the day differently, including what you do on
Sunday afternoons. It will mean intentionally re-thinking your weekend
plans. It will take strategy, especially for those of you with children, and
you will have to decide if you will bring your children, or if you will take
it week-about with only one parent being able attend while the other stays
home.
For anyone, it will take effort to introduce a new part of your Sunday
routine, but I think if you try it – if you give it a go you will see that this
hour on Sunday evenings will change how you relate to Sundays as a
whole, and will help you to appreciate better the gift of the Lord’s Day.

W

start the Evening Service again in the latter half of
January, and I would love to see you there, singing with the
Psalmist, “To the Lord’s house they were calling, and with joy I went
with them.” (Ps. 122:1) 
E WILL

Christian Discipleship
Sunday School (Children and Adults)
9:15 a.m. at GIPC, resuming on
Sunday, January 7, 2018

Midweek Prayer Meeting
Wednesday, January 24th, 2018
7:00 p.m. at the Brown home

Monday Prayer Group for Women
(Next meeting to be announced)
10:00 a.m., Cindy Parrish’s home

Women’s Bible Study (“3 Ans”)
Next meeting: Thursday, January 4th
7:00 p.m., Diane Chilton’s home

Men’s Monthly Study (“James”)
Saturday, February 10th
(No January meeting)

SAVE THE DATE!

(Continued from page 1)

“Beyond the
Pages”
Book Group
“Open to all those who enjoy reading
and discussing books”

“Beloved Invader,” a novel by
Eugenia Price, will be the topic
of discussion at the January
meeting, scheduled for 1:00
p.m. at Magnolia Manor on
Tuesday, January 9th. Meet in
the 2nd floor lounge of the large
building beside the water
fountain. Book Group Contact:

Significant Sessional
Actions


Approved the 2018 Budget, to
be presented at the Annual
Meeting in January;



Approved 2018 Pastor and Staff
Compensation;



Approved IRS 2018 Pastor
Housing Allowance Resolution;



Approved purchase and
installation of Piano Casters;



Approved new bulletin cover.

Wright Sloan met with the
Session of Golden Isles
Presbyterian Church on Tuesday,
December 19, 2017, and was
subsequently received into
membership. Please join in giving
him a warm welcome!

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
48 Hampton Point Drive
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522
Phone: 912.638.2563
E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org

Sharon Bolin
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Why Not Give
Sunday Evening
Worship a Try?
By Mary Beth McGreevy

S

oon after my husband and I
moved back to St. Louis from
Philadelphia and rejoined Covenant
Presbyterian Church, we got a call
from a friend inviting us to join a new
supper club that she and her husband
were forming. After she described it
to me, I asked when it would meet.
“On Sunday evenings,” she replied.
“Do you mean you’ll have it after the
evening worship services?” I asked.
“Well, no, Mary Beth…you know,
we’re not under the Law anymore;
we’re under grace. You don’t have to
attend your Sunday evening worship
service.”
“Oh,” I said, “I know I am free to
miss it—but why would I want to?
These are the people that have stood
with me through the hardest times of
my life. It’s the most wonderful way
to end the Lord’s Day, being with
them and worshiping together. Thank
you for your gracious invitation—but
we would just miss too much if we
intentionally missed evening church
once a month.”
It was clear that my answer surprised
my friend, but it impressed her,
too. It piqued her interest to the point
that she and her family visited our
church for a while, just to see what
caused me to love it and its people so
much. (They continued to hunt for a
church home and ended up in the
church where she grew up—perhaps
that’s where she found her people
as well.)

My answer also caused me to reflect
on why attending Sunday evening
worship is the habit of our lives. Even
before we met, both my husband and I
had the habit of regular Sunday
evening worship attendance. So, when
we married, it was only natural that
the habit would continue, as it has to
this day, 42 years later.
One reason why both of us attended
evening worship as single young
people was the fact that we were both
relatively new Christians and had a
hunger for learning the Bible and
being with other believers. Both of us
really liked our pastors (before we met
we belonged to different churches in
different denominations) and their
preaching.
Both of us had made good friends at
our churches that we enjoyed being
with during and after the evening
services. I especially loved our elderly
Scottish assistant pastor who led the
hymn singing with passion and a
heavy brogue! For both of our
congregations, the evening service was
simply an important part of the life of
the community. And as typical singles,
we liked being out and about with
other people rather than being home
alone.

A

fter we got married, we
received more teaching about
the Sabbath principle of observing the
Lord’s Day. When George Robertson
was preaching through the Psalms, he
showed us how Psalm 92 refers to
evening worship. The introduction to
the psalm says “A psalm. A song. For
the Sabbath day.” And the first two
verses say,

morning and your faithfulness at
night, [italics mine] to the music of
the ten-stringed lyre and the
melody of the harp.
We learned that the principle of
Sabbath rest goes back to creation.
That is how the Lord explained it
when He gave the fourth commandment to Moses in Exodus 20:8-11:
Remember the Sabbath day by
keeping it holy. Six days you shall
labor and do all your work, but the
seventh day is a Sabbath to the
LORD your God. On it you shall
not do any work, neither you, nor
your son or daughter, nor your
manservant or maidservant, nor
your animals, nor the alien within
your gates. For in six days the
LORD made the heavens and the
earth, the sea, and all that is in
them, but he rested on the seventh
day. Therefore the LORD blessed
the Sabbath day and made it holy.
In the New Testament we learn that
Jesus fulfills all of the Law for us, and
He Himself is our Sabbath rest
(Hebrews 4; Romans 5:19; Hebrews
5:8-10). We find the disciples, after
His Sunday-morning resurrection,
gathering on the first day of the week,
“the Lord’s day,” or Sunday.
So, as G. I Williamson explains, “it is
the proportion alone—and not the
order—that is fixed by the
commandment.”[1] J. I Packer
concurs: “The relation is just a new
way of counting six-and-one, so that
Lord’s Day observance is the Christian
form of Sabbath-keeping.”[2]

It is good to praise the LORD and
make music to your name, O Most
High, to proclaim your love in the
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Continued on page 4

Why Not Give Sunday
Evening Worship a Try
(continued from page 3)

W

hether you call it the Sabbath
or the Lord’s Day, the day
recurs weekly; it recognizes some sort
of distinctiveness for one day in
seven; it celebrates redemption in
Christ and his resurrection, which is a
fulfillment of the concept of rest
embodied in the Sabbath; the one
who is worshiped on the Lord’s Day
is the bringer of the truth of the
Sabbath rest of salvation to which the
Old Testament Sabbath pointed (John
5; Hebrews 3-4), prefiguring the
future rest of the consummation; and
includes the notion of worship and,
finally, the concept of lordship.[3]
There is great freedom in how we
choose to keep the day “holy” or set
apart, yet we ignore observing it to
our peril. God made us; He knows we
need rest. And He has graciously
provided the means that give us true
restoration—including a day of rest
set apart unto Him and for us—
because we were created “to glorify
God and enjoy Him forever” (WSC
Q & A #1), which includes the here
and now.
Countless lists can be found with
suggestions about what should and
should not be done on Sunday. A
simple and helpful one comes from
H. G. G. Herklots. Paraphrased, he
says that the Lord’s Day should be:
1) A day of worship.
2) A day of rest in the sense that
Christians do not cause others to do
unnecessary work for them.
3) A day of real recreation, which
by its changed occupation refreshes
the mind and body and spirit “after
divine service.”

4) A day when a Christian goes
out of his way to help those who
are in need.[4]
He sums it up this way: “For
Christians, Sunday is the most
important day of the week. A week
without Sunday can be like a ship
without a rudder. On the Lord’s Day
Christians come together into the
presence of their Lord: it is here that
the Christian family realizes its unity
as at few other times. This does not
happen automatically. Sunday must
be remembered. But if it be also
hallowed it may hallow all the
week.”[5]

O

n so many Sundays, such as one
recently when assistant pastor
Chris Smith gave a wonderful message
during the evening service on Psalm
13, we drive away from the church
saying, “Can you believe what we
learned today?” And, “What better
way could there be to end this
day?” To be able to express prayer
concerns and have them prayed for by
the men and women of the
congregation; to see a little hand go up
during hymn requests and hear the
child’s voice say, “Number 100,
please, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy,’ verses 1
and 4;” to hear God’s word faithfully
and thoughtfully preached; to sing new
songs as well as familiar old hymns; to
spend time afterwards talking with
church family members—yes, I’m free
to miss all that. But why would I?
If attending Sunday evening worship
is not the habit of your life, I encourage
you to give it a try—especially during
the summer, without having to get
your children up for school the next
day. Train your children and your own
hearts in the blessing of setting aside
the whole of Sunday to the Lord,

book-ending it by morning and
evening worship. I don’t think you’ll
be disappointed, and believe you will
find it to be a very good thing. 

[1] G. I. Williamson, The Shorter
Catechism for Study Classes, Vol. 2
(Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 1970), 43.
[2] J. I, Packer, The Ten
Commandments (Appleford, England:
Marcham Manor Press, n.d.), 6.
[3] A. T. Lincoln, “From Sabbath to
Lord’s Day: A Biblical and Theological
Investigation,” ed. D. A. Carson (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1982), 398-400.
[4] H.G.G. Herklots, The Ten
Commandments and Modern Man (Fair
Lawn, NJ: Essential Books, 1958), 81.
[5] Ibid., 81-83.

Mary Beth McGreevy
(M.M., UTSA; M. Div.,
Covenant Theological
Seminary) has been an
Adjunct Professor at
Covenant Seminary for over 10 years and
has taught piano in her home for over 40.
She is the Interim Director of Women's
Ministry at Covenant Presbyterian in St.
Louis and a frequent speaker for women's
retreats and conferences. She and her
husband of 42 years, Bill, love to travel
together.
This article first appeared on her blog in
July - http://
marybethmcgreevy.blogspot.com/2017/07
/why-not-give-sunday-evening-worshiptry.html
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Westminster Shorter Catechism
1 year plan—Q & A to review/study:

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #1
Question:

Question:
What rule has God given to direct us
how we may glorify and enjoy Him?

Week of December 31:

1

What is the chief end of man?

Week of January 7:

2, 3

Answer:

Week of January 14:

4, 5, 6

Man’s chief end is to glorify God,
and to enjoy Him forever.

Week of January 21:

7, 8

Week of January 28:

9, 10

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #3

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #2

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #4

Answer:
The Word of God, which is contained
in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments, is the only rule to direct us
how we may glorify and enjoy Him.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #5

Question:

Question:

Question:

What do the Scriptures principally teach?

What is God?

Are there more Gods than one?

Answer:

Answer:

Answer:

The Scriptures principally teach
what man is to believe concerning God,
and what duty God requires of man.

God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and
unchangeable in His being, wisdom,
power, holiness, justice, goodness,
and truth.

There is but One only, the living
and true God.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #6

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #7

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #8

Question:

Question:

Question:

How many persons are there in the
Godhead?

What are the decrees of God?

How does God execute His decrees?

Answer:

Answer:

Answer:

The decrees of God are His eternal
purpose, according to the counsel
of His will, whereby, for His own glory,
He has foreordained whatsoever
comes to pass.

God executes His decrees in the works
of creation and providence.

There are three persons in the Godhead;
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost;
and these three are one God, the same
in substance, equal in power and glory.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #9

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #10

Question:

Question:

What is the work of creation?

How did God create man?

Answer:

Answer:

The work of creation is, God’s making
all things of nothing, by the word of
His power, in the space of six days,
and all very good.

God created man male and female,
after His own image, in knowledge,
righteousness, and holiness,
with dominion over the creatures.
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“Fighter Verses”
“I have stored up Your Word
in my heart, that I might not sin
against You.” (Psalm 119:11)
Fighter Verses* are short passages
of Scripture selected to equip the believer
in the fight of faith by focusing on the
character and worth of our great God, battling against
fleshly desires, and reminding us of the hope of the Gospel.

God readily available to build our own and others’ faith—
since “faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word
of God” (Romans 10:17).

Memorization Tips:


Repeat, repeat, repeat. One method is to read the
verse aloud ten times. Then recite it without looking,
ten times. Be sure to state the reference before and
after, and review, review, review!



Write the verse down and carry it with you. The act
of writing it down will help you remember it. Carrying
it with you will help you redeem spare moments
throughout your day.



Meditate on the verse, and share your insights with
others.



Lastly, spend a little time each week reviewing
passages you have already memorized.

Why Memorize the Bible?
Memorization works on our hearts to cultivate Christ-like
character. The Word internalized helps us to resist
temptation, instill faith, and enhance our prayer and
worship. Memorizing Scripture is one of the most effective
ways to “meditate” on the Word of God “day and
night” (Joshua 1:8); helps us treasure God’s Word in our
hearts that we might not sin against Him (Psalm 119:11);
allows us to meditate on the Lord in the “night watches”
(Psalm 63:6) so that we can regard all His ways (Psalm
119:15); and helps us in evangelism, making the Word of

*The “Fighter Verses” program of intentional Scripture memory is
available through Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN
All Scriptures are from the English Standard Version of the Bible
(ESV).



January 2018 • GIPC Connection • Volume 9, Issue 1 • Page 6

Week beginning
JANUARY 28

Romans 15:1-2 “Life in Christ”
We who are strong have an obligation
to bear with the failings of the weak,
and not to please ourselves.
Let each of us please his neighbor for his good,
to build him up.

Week beginning
JANUARY 21

Psalm 16:11 “Joy”
You make known to me the path of life;
in Your presence there is fullness of joy;
at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Week beginning
JANUARY 14

Romans 10:13-14 “Gospel”
For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved. But how are they to call on Him
in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in Him
of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone preaching?

Isaiah 40:8 “Word of the Lord”
The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

Week beginning
JANUARY 7

Bible Reading Plan

Instructions:

2. The portions read, both for family
and private reading, would be greatly
illuminated if they were preceded by a
moment's silent prayer: “Open my
eyes, that I may behold wondrous
things out of Your law,” (Ps. 119:18).

Please note the four cut-outs below
(based on M’Cheyne’s calendar) to be
used as Bible place-keepers: two for
daily family worship and two for secret
(private) readings, corresponding to the
day of the month.

3. Let the conversation at the family
meals frequently turn upon the
chapter read; thus every meal will be
a sacrament, being sanctified by the
Word and prayer (1Tim. 4:5).

Robert Murray McCheyne's calendar
for daily readings is a concise course
whereby one can read through the whole
Bible once a year— the Psalms and the
New Testament twice.

1. The head of the family should
previously read over the chapter
indicated for the family worship
and mark two or three of the most
prominent verses upon which he may
dwell, giving a few explanatory
thoughts, and asking several simple
questions.

4. Let our private reading precede the
dawning of the day. Let God’s voice
be the first we hear in the morning.
Mark two or three of the richest
verses and pray over every word and
line of them.
5. As you meet believers through
daily activities, when an easy
opportunity offers itself, refer to the

chapters read that morning. This will
be a blessed exchange for those idle
words which waste the soul and
grieve the Holy Spirit of God.
6. Above all, use the Word as a lamp
to your feet and a light to your path—
your guide in perplexity, your armor
in temptation, your food in times of
faintness. ▪
Additional resources:
D.A. Carson has published 2 volumes (“For the
Love of God”) that provide devotional
comments and reflections to coincide with
M’Cheyne’s daily readings. Available at the
GIPC Book Stall.
Robert Murray M'Cheyne
was an early 19th century
pastor and preacher in
Scotland. He died in 1843,
at the age of 29. His timehonored system for
reading through the Bible
in a year is still widely used.

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)


JANUARY

JANUARY

JANUARY

JANUARY

“This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased;
listen to Him.” (Matthew 17:5)

“This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased;
listen to Him.” (Matthew 17:5)

“This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased;
listen to Him.” (Matthew 17:5)

“This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased;
listen to Him.” (Matthew 17:5)

Family Worship
Old Testament Reading

Family Worship
New Testament Reading

Private
Old Testament Reading

Private
New Testament Reading

Date Book
1
Genesis
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Date Book
Chapter
1
Matthew
1
2
2
3
3
4
4
5
5
6
6
7
7
8
8
9
9
10
10
11
11
12
12
13
13
14
14
15
15
16
16
17
17
18
18
19
19
20
20
21
21
22
22
23
23
24
24
25
25
26
26
27
27
28
28
29 Mark
1
30
2
31
3

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Date Book
Chapter
1
Acts
1
2
2
3
3
4
4
5
5
6
6
7
7
8
8
9
9
10
10
11
11
12
12
13
13
14
14
15
15
16
16
17
17
18
18
19
19
20
20
21
21
22
22
23
23
24
24
25
25
26
26
27
27
28
28
29 Romans
1
30
2
31
3

Chapter
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9, 10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32



































































Book
Ezra

Chapter
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
Nehemiah 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
Esther
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
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