
 

The Word of God Stands Forever 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship 

Gospel of Matthew 

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship 

Ruth 

Children’s Church, Nursery available 

 

Sun 1/3 (No Sunday School this week) 

  The Lord’s Supper 
  (10:30 a.m. Worship) 

Tue 1/5 Women’s Monthly Study 
  (6:30 p.m., Parrish home) 

Wed 1/6 Book Group 
  (9:30 a.m., Magnolia Manor) 

Sat 1/9 “2nd Saturday” Men’s Study 
  (8:30 a.m., Brown home) 

Wed 1/13 State of the Church Dinner 
  (6:30 p.m., GIPC)  

Mon 1/18 Martin Luther King Day 
  Monday Holiday 

Tue 1/19 Stated Session Meeting 
  (6:00 p.m., GIPC) 

Wed 1/20, 27  Ladies Bible Study  
  (9:30 a.m., Brown home) 

Wed 1/20, 27  Prayer Meeting 
  (7:00 p.m., Brown home) 

Sun 1/31 Morning Worship at 
  St. Simons Presbyterian;  
  Rev. Brown to preach at 
  the Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans 
  services (8:30 & 11:00 a.m.) 
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Catechism 
By Alexander S. Brown, Minister 

W 
HEN the Westminster Divines 

produced the Westminster 

Confession of Faith, it was their desire 

that their confession not just sit on a 

dusty shelf in the library of academics 

and theologians, but be used as a tool 

to nurture piety among lay Christians.  

Driven by a conviction that theology 

is fundamentally doxological, they 

sought a way to teach the content of 

the Confession of Faith to people with 

little or no theological training. The 

result was the Westminster Larger 

Catechism and the Westminster 

Shorter Catechism.  

In a series of questions and answers 

both catechisms sought to provide a 

helpful way to learn the principal 

truths of Reformed Theology as well 

as provide a way to enable Ministers 

to examine their congregants on their 

theological knowledge.  

The introduction to the Westminster 

documents written by the Puritan 

Thomas Manton encourages fathers to 

use the catechisms in family devotions, 

and it was a frequent practice for 

pastoral visits to include a time in 

which the minister would go over the 

catechism with those he visited. 

Catechizing remains one of the best 

and easiest ways to become quickly 

familiar with the theology that 

undergirds our life and piety. That is 

why for 2016 we are encouraging you 

all to take up the practice of studying 

the Westminster Shorter Catechism. 

  

I 
N the place of the Fighter Verse 

Scripture memory program, which 

we have been publishing in the GIPC 

Connection for the past five years, we 

will have questions from the Shorter 

Catechism during 2016, arranged to 

cover the entire Shorter Catechism 

within the year. 

There are two ways that you can 

engage with these questions as they 

come to you every month. The first is 

to commit them to memory. This will 

yield the greatest benefit of helping 

you to meditate on the questions and 

answers throughout the week in which 

you are studying them, and will enable 

you to carry that theological 

knowledge with you. 

However, it will be a lot of 

information and if the prospect of 

memorizing the entire Catechism in a 

year overwhelms you, then let me 

encourage you to simply study the 

question or questions every week – 

making them part of your devotions, 

or carry a 3x5 index card with you so 

that in idle moments you can become 

more familiar with some of the deep 

truths of Reformed Christianity. 

The Westminster Assembly, convened in 1643, produced the 
doctrinal standards that remain the creedal basis for 
Presbyterian and Reformed denominations around the world.  
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H 
AVING said that, if even the idea 

of studying the Catechism in the 

period of a year feels too much like 

trying to drink out of a fire hydrant, 

there will be a second plan included 

every month, which will take you 

through the Catechism one question 

per week. This plan will take you 

through the Shorter Catechism in about 

two years and three weeks. 

The benefit of this plan is that it ties 

in with Training Hearts, Teaching 

Minds, by Starr Meade, which is a 

book of family devotions based on the 

Shorter Catechism.  

You might find it helpful to use that 

book to help you navigate through, and 

apply, the theology you encounter. 

Whichever way you decide to do it, 

I trust that many of you will commit to 

become familiar with the Westminster 

Shorter Catechism throughout this 

coming year.  

(Training Hearts, Teaching Minds 

is available for purchase at the 

GIPC Book Table.) 

Catechism  (continued from page 1) 

“Beyond the Pages”  

Book Group 

The Book Group meets at 9:30 a.m. 

on the first Wednesday of each month 

and is open to anyone who enjoys 

reading and discussing books.   

Meetings are held at Magnolia 

Manor, 100 Heritage Drive, Saint 

Simons Island, in the second floor 

library of the large building beside the 

water fountain. 

January 6th:  “Gifted Hands:  The 

Ben Carson Story,” by Dr. Ben 

Carson with Cecil Murphey. 

February 3rd:  “The Adventures of 

Tom Sawyer,” by Mark Twain. 

Questions? Contact Sara Brown  

or Sharon Bolin. 

GIPC Blog 

From time to time Pastor Brown 

mentions articles and posts that 

he believes will be helpful and 

informative for the congregation. 

Links are posted on the church 

blog as a central reference point: 

gipc-pca.org/blog 

GIPC Calendar 

Access the online GIPC Event 

Calendar by going to: 

gipc-pca.org/calendar 

Loan Update 

Loan Balance 

  (as of 11/25/15) $706,817 

December Payment: 

 Interest   $    2,982    

 Principal $    2,966   

 Total Payment $    5,948 

Men’s Monthly Study 

Saturday, January 9th 

8:30 a.m. 

Brown home, 413 Couper Ave. 

The men of the church meet on 

the “2nd Saturday” of each 

month at the pastor’s home. The 

current study is based on the 

book, “The Life of God in the 

Soul of the Church,” by Thabiti 

Anyabwile.  

Significant Sessional 
Actions 

 Approved 2016 Budget, to be 

presented to the congregation 

at the Annual State of the 

Church Dinner on Wednesday, 

January 13, 2016. 

In lieu of the “1st Wednesday” 

Dinner in January, the church will 

meet at GIPC on Wednesday, 

January 13th, 6:30 p.m. for the 

Annual State of the Church Dinner 

(“Chili Cook-Off”), followed by the 

presentation of the Annual Report. 

Please sign up in the foyer to 

bring your favorite chili, cornbread, 

slaw/tossed salad, or brownies.  

Awards will be given for “Best 

Traditional and Best Non-

Traditional Chili.” 

Toppings for the chili, and ice 

cream with toppings for brownie 

sundaes, will be provided by the 

church. 

Women’s Ministry 

The Women’s Monthly Study 

meets on the first Tuesday, 6:30 

p.m. at the home of Cindy Parrish 

(113 Demere Oaks Circle). Topic:  

Women of the Word, by Jen Wilkin. 

Next meeting:  January 5, 2016 

The Wednesday Morning Ladies 

Bible Study meets each week 

except the first, 9:30 a.m. at the 

home of Sara Brown, 413 Couper 

Avenue. Topic:  Nehemiah 

This study will resume on 

Wednesday, January 20th. 
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Westminster Shorter Catechism 
1 year plan: Study Q & A: 
Week of January 3:   1 
Week of January 10:   2, 3 
Week of January 17: 4, 5, 6 
Week of January 24: 7, 8 
Week of January 31: 9, 10 

2 year plan: Study Q & A: 
Week of January 3:   1 
Week of January 10:   2 
Week of January 17: 3 
Week of January 24: 4 
Week of January 31: 5 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #1 

Question: 

What is the chief end of man? 

Answer: 

Man’s chief end is to glorify God, 
and to enjoy Him forever. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #2 

Question: 

What rule has God given to direct us  
how we may glorify and enjoy Him? 

Answer: 

The Word of God, which is contained 
in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, is the only rule to direct us 
how we may glorify and enjoy Him. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #3 

Question: 

What do the Scriptures principally teach? 

Answer: 

The Scriptures principally teach 
what man is to believe concerning God, 
and what duty God requires of man. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #4 

Question: 

What is God? 

Answer: 

God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable in His being, wisdom, 
power, holiness, justice, goodness, 
and truth. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #5 

Question: 

Are there more Gods than one? 

Answer: 

There is but One only, 
the living and true God. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #6 

Question: 

How many persons are there 
in the Godhead? 

Answer: 

There are three persons in the Godhead; 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; 
and these three are one God, the same 
in substance, equal in power and glory. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #7 

Question: 

What are the decrees of God? 

Answer: 

The decrees of God are His eternal 
purpose, according to the counsel 
of His will, whereby, for His own glory, 
He has foreordained whatsoever 
comes to pass. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #8 

Question: 

How does God execute His decrees? 

Answer: 

God executes His decrees 
in the works of creation and providence. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #9 

Question: 

What is the work of creation? 

Answer: 

The work of creation is, 
God’s making all things of nothing, 
by the word of His power, 
in the space of six days, 
and all very good. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #10 

Question: 

How did God create man? 

Answer: 

God created man male and female, 
after His own image, in knowledge, 
righteousness, and holiness, 
with dominion over the creatures. 
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JANUARY 
“This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased; 

listen to Him.” (Matthew 17:5) 

Family Worship 
Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter        
1 Genesis 1  

2       2  

3       3  
4        4  
5  5  
6  6  

7  7  
8  8  
9  9, 10  
10  11   

11  12   
12  13   
13  14   
14  15   

15  16   
16  17   
17  18   
18  19   

19  20   
20  21   
21  22   

22  23   
23  24   
24  25   
25  26   

26  27   
27  28   
28  29   
29  30   

30  31   
31  32   

JANUARY 
“This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased; 

listen to Him.” (Matthew 17:5) 

Family Worship 
New Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter        
1 Matthew 1  

2  2  

3  3  
4  4  
5  5   
6  6   

7  7   
8  8   
9  9   
10  10   

11  11   
12  12   
13  13   
14  14   

15  15   
16  16   
17  17   
18  18   

19  19   
20  20   
21  21   

22  22   
23  23   
24  24   
25  25   

26  26   
27  27   
28  28   
29 Mark 1   

30  2   
31  3   

JANUARY 
“This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased; 

listen to Him.” (Matthew 17:5) 

Private 
Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   
1 Ezra  1  

2   2  

3   3  
4   4  
5   5   
6   6   

7   7   
8   8   
9   9   
10   10   
11 Nehemiah  1   

12   2   
13   3   
14   4   

15   5   
16   6   
17   7   
18   8   

19   9   
20   10   
21   11   

22   12   
23   13   
24 Esther  1   

25   2   

26   3   
27   4   
28   5   
29   6   

30   7   
31   8   

JANUARY 
“This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased; 

listen to Him.” (Matthew 17:5) 

Private 
New Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   
1 Acts  1  

2   2  

3   3  
4   4  
5   5  
6   6  

7   7  
8   8  
9   9  
10   10  

11   11  
12   12  
13   13  
14   14  

15   15  
16   16  
17   17  
18   18  

19   19  
20   20  
21   21  

22   22  
23   23  
24   24  
25   25  

26   26  
27   27  
28   28  
29 Romans  1  

30   2  
31   3  

Bible Reading Plan  

Robert Murray McCheyne's calendar  

for daily readings is a concise course 

whereby one can read through the whole 

Bible once a year— the Psalms and the 

New Testament twice.  

Instructions: 

Please note the four cut-outs below 

(based on M’Cheyne’s calendar) to be 

used as Bible place-keepers: two for  

daily family worship and two for secret 

(private) readings, corresponding to the 

day of the month. 

  

1. The head of the family should 

previously read over the chapter 

indicated for the family worship  

and mark two or three of the most 

prominent verses upon which he may 

dwell, giving a few explanatory 

thoughts, and asking several simple 

questions. 

2. The portions read, both for family 

and private reading, would be greatly 

illuminated if they were preceded by a 

moment's silent prayer: “Open my 

eyes, that I may behold wondrous 

things out of Your law,” (Ps. 119:18). 

3. Let the conversation at the family 

meals frequently turn upon the 

chapter read; thus every meal will be 

a sacrament, being sanctified by the 

Word and prayer (1Tim. 4:5). 

4. Let our private reading precede the 

dawning of the day. Let God’s voice 

be the first we hear in the morning. 

Mark two or three of the richest 

verses and pray over every word and 

line of them. 

5. As you meet believers through 

daily activities, when an easy 

opportunity offers itself, refer to the 

chapters read that morning. This will 

be a blessed exchange for those idle 

words which waste the soul and 

grieve the Holy Spirit of God. 

6. Above all, use the Word as a lamp 

to your feet and a light to your path—

your guide in perplexity, your armor 

in temptation, your food in times of 

faintness. ▪ 

Additional resources:   

D.A. Carson has published 2 volumes (“For the 
Love of God”) that provide devotional 
comments and reflections to coincide with 
M’Cheyne’s daily readings.  Available at the 
GIPC Book Table. 

 

Robert Murray M'Cheyne 
was an early 19th century 
pastor and preacher in 
Scotland. He died in 1843, 
at the age of 29. His time-
honored system for 
reading through the Bible 
in a year is still widely used. 

 


