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February Calendar

Love to Forget Yourself

Sunday Schedule

How Singing Weakens Pride

P

is creative, putting me at the center in all kinds of subtle ways.
It can make eyes haughty, looking down on others. It can make eyes
busy, always looking around evaluating what others are thinking,
especially how they’re perceiving me. In that way, arrogance and
insecurity, though very different, are the destructive love of self.
Such pride is nothing less than idolatry. It’s a sin requiring repentance
and forgiveness.
It’s also terribly stupid. There is no universe small enough for me or you
to be the center.
Our attempts at building our own name are so laughable, God has to
come down to see them (Genesis 11:5). And our efforts to control our own
reputations are a grueling race without a finish line.
So, how do we deal with this pride? What are the weapons against the
love of self?
God has given us many: prayer, the Scriptures, accountability,
fellowship, and more. But I think one underappreciated tool of warfare
God has given us is congregational singing. Both the vertical and
horizontal aspects of congregational song war against our pride.

9:15 a.m. Sunday School
for Children and Adults

RIDE

Bigger God, Smaller You
The best Christian hymnody invites us to praise and dwell on the Father,
Son, and Spirit. And many of the psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs we
sing are loaded with truth that, when wed to the right melody, seeps into
our souls until we soar above ourselves.
If you do this each week, lifting your voice with God’s people and setting
your gaze heavenward, a beautiful thing happens: you forget yourself.
It’s difficult to be self-centered when you sing,
Behold Him there, the risen Lamb,
my perfect, spotless Righteousness,
the great unchangeable I AM,
the King of glory and of grace!

(Nursery available)

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
Ephesians, Matthew
(Nursery & Children’s Church
available)

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Malachi
Thu 2/1, Tue 2/20 Women’s Bible
Study 7:00 p.m.,
Chilton home
Sun 2/4 Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper, 10:30 a.m.
Each Monday Women’s Prayer
Group, 10:00 a.m.,
Parrish home
Tue 2/6 “Beyond the Pages”
Book Group
1:00 p.m., Magnolia Manor
Each Wednesday (in February)
Midweek Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m., Brown home
See pg. 3 for a special
announcement about the
cancellation of the February
“1st Wednesday” Dinner.
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Love to Forget Yourself

(Continued from page 1)

It’s nearly impossible to be the center of your world
when you sing,
This is my Father’s world;
the battle is not done.
Jesus who died shall be satisfied,
and earth and heav’n be one.
Being awed at the majesty of God swallows up selfabsorption. As John Piper has said, no one walks
away from the Grand Canyon with a bigger view of
himself. It was this insight — that life isn’t about me
— that I found so liberating when I read Don’t Waste
Your Life in college. It was a Copernican revolution
in my soul. With the glory of God at the center, I
began learning what life was for and how it was to be
lived. When we sing to God about his glory, we see
more of how gloriously big He really is, and we
become joyfully small again.

Love to forget yourself
Congregational singing is unique because — to
state the obvious — it happens with other people.
Learn to get past yourself and listen to those around
you on Sunday. Enjoy the experience of singing with
and hearing the people who share your Lord, Savior,
and Treasure.
All of this God-and-others-centeredness will
liberate you. The less you’re concerned with
yourself, the more free you will be to love and serve
others — and the less tempted you’ll be to judge or
measure or be threatened by them. This doxological
self-forgetfulness is true humility; there is no room
for pride in the heart swollen with love for God and
neighbor.
This is why C.S. Lewis said that, in the pursuit of
humility, “It is better to forget about yourself
altogether,” and that the humble person, “will not be
thinking about himself at all.” Humility wants what
John the Baptist wanted, for Christ to increase while
we decrease (John 3:30).

Sing!
The best way to push out the love of self is to
replace it with love for God and others. And what
gets to our affections more quickly and directly than
singing? I agree with Andy Crouch when he writes
that, “Singing may be the one human activity that
most perfectly combines heart, mind, soul, and
strength.”
Maybe you don’t think of yourself as someone
who sings, but given that Moses (Exodus 15:1),
David (the psalter), Jesus (Matthew 26:30), and
Paul (Acts 16:25) all sang, may I gently urge you to
reconsider? Because if you don’t like singing your
love for God in this life, you may not be ready for
the next.
Scripture makes clear that the redeemed will join
together to sing a new song to the Lamb in the life
to come. And the scene around the heavenly throne
won’t be polluted by pride anymore. The glory will
have overwhelmed and satisfied us completely. We
will dwell in self-forgetful bliss forever.
You can get ready for that day by lifting up your
voice this Sunday. Let the words sink in as you sing
them, and let the truth set you free from yourself. 

By Matt Damico. Source: desiringGod.org | Originally posted
December 9, 2017
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/love-to-forget-yourself
............
Matt Damico is the pastor of worship at Kenwood Baptist Church in
Louisville, Kentucky. He is a graduate of Southern Seminary. He and his
wife, Anna, have two daughters and one son.
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Opportunities for Growth and Service
Sunday School for Children* and Adults
Sunday, 9:15 a.m.
(*school-age | A Nursery is available for younger children.)
Morning Worship (10:30 a.m.) and Evening Worship (6:00 p.m.)
Midweek Prayer Meeting
February dates: Wednesday the 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th
7:00 p.m. at the Brown home
“1st Wednesday” Fellowship Dinners
In lieu of the Prayer Meeting the church family meets in a home for a
potluck dinner on the first Wednesday of each month. Please see the side
bar on this page for an update regarding the February dinner.
Monday Prayer Group for Women
Each Monday, 10:00 a.m.
Cindy Parrish’s home

Important Schedule Change

RE: February’s
“1st Wednesday” Dinner
Please note the February 7th
Dinner has been cancelled.
Instead, the church family is invited
to gather for Lunch at GIPC,
immediately following the Morning
Worship Service, on Sunday,
February 11, 2018.
Members of the Covenant College
Golf Team will be present and the
c on gr eg at i o n wi l l ha v e t he
opportunity to learn more about the
school.

Women’s Bible Study (“3 Ans”)
February dates: Thursday the 1st, Tuesday the 20th
7:00 p.m., Diane Chilton’s home
Men’s Monthly Study
The men’s “2nd Saturday” Bible study will resume on March 10th with a
new series based on the book of Philippians.
Book Stall
The book table is located in the church foyer and provides
easy access to good Christian books at reasonable prices.
Hospice Ministry
GIPC provides a meal (for 4) to Hospice of the Golden Isles on the 2nd
Thursday of each month. A volunteer from Hospice delivers the meal to a
family whose loved one is being cared for at home. Please see the sign-up
sheet located at the Volunteer table in the sanctuary.
World Missions
GIPC provides prayer and financial support, through the Faith Promise
method of giving, to individuals and families committed to reaching the
nations for Christ. This year’s Missions Conference is scheduled for
November 2-4, 2018.

“Beyond the Pages” Book Group
“Open to all those who enjoy reading
and discussing books”

“Beloved Invader,” a novel by Eugenia Price, will be the topic of discussion
at the February meeting, scheduled for 1:00 p.m. at Magnolia Manor on
Tuesday, February 6th (rescheduled from January). Meet in the 2nd floor
lounge of the large building beside the water fountain. Contact: Sharon Bolin
Looking ahead: The March selection is “Sisterhood of Spies: The Women
of the OSS,” by Elizabeth P. McIntosh.

Covenant College is the official
college of the Presbyterian Church
in America and is located in
Lookout Mountain, GA.

Please plan to bring soup, salad,
bread, or dessert (the same items
listed on the “1st Wednesday”
Dinner sign-up sheet).
If you have questions, please
contact Dana Haza or
Charlotte Hull.

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
48 Hampton Point Drive
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522
Phone: 912.638.2563
E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org
www.gipc-pca.org
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Westminster Shorter Catechism

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #11

1 year plan—Q & A to review/study:

Question:

Week of February 4:

11

What are God’s works of providence?

Week of February 11:

12, 13

Answer:

Week of February 18:

14, 15

Week of February 25:

16, 17

God’s works of providence are
His most holy, wise, and powerful
preserving and governing
all His creatures, and all their actions.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #13

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #14

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #12
Question: What special act of
providence did God exercise toward man
in the estate wherein he was created?
Answer: When God had created man,
He entered into a covenant of life with
him, upon condition of perfect
obedience; forbidding him to eat of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
upon the pain of death.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #15

Question:

Question:

Question:

Did our first parents continue in the
estate wherein they were created?

What is sin?

Answer:

Sin is any want of conformity unto,
or transgression of, the law of God.

What was the sin whereby our first
parents fell from the estate wherein
they were created?

Our first parents, being left to the
freedom of their own will, fell from the
estate wherein they were created,
by sinning against God.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #16

Answer:

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #17

Question:
Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first
transgression?

Question:

Answer: The covenant being made
with Adam, not only for himself,
but for his posterity; all mankind,
descending from him by ordinary
generation, sinned in him, and fell
with him in his first transgression.

Answer:

Into what estate did the fall bring
mankind?
The fall brought mankind into an estate
of sin and misery.

Answer: The sin whereby our first
parents fell from the estate wherein
they were created, was their eating
the forbidden fruit.

Sermons preached by Rev. Brown
covering all the questions of the
Shorter Catechism
are available at:
http://www.gipc-pca.org/westminstershorter-catechism.html
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Week beginning
Week beginning
Week beginning

FEBRUARY 4
FEBRUARY 11
FEBRUARY 18
FEBRUARY 25

Psalm 103:8-10 “Goodness (of God)”
The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always chide, nor will He keep His anger
forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.

FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY

“I have esteemed the words of
His mouth more than my
necessary food.” (Job 23:12)
“I have esteemed the words of
His mouth more than my
necessary food.” (Job 23:12)
“I have esteemed the words of
His mouth more than my
necessary food.” (Job 23:12)

Family Worship
Old Testament Reading
Family Worship
New Testament Reading
Private
Old Testament Reading
Private
New Testament Reading

Date Book
Chapter
1
Genesis
33
2
34
3
35, 36
4
37
5
38
6
39
7
40
8
41
9
42
10
43
11
44
12
45
13
46
14
47
15
48
16
49
17
50
18 Exodus
1
19
2
20
3
21
4
22
5
23
6
24
7
25
8
26
9
27
10
28
11, 12*
*through 12:21
Date Book
1
Mark
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14 Luke
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
Date Book
1
Esther
2
Job
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
Date Book
Chapter
1
Romans
4
2
5
3
6
4
7
5
8
6
9
7
10
8
11
9
12
10
13
11
14
12
15
13
16
14 I Corinthians 1
15
2
16
3
17
4
18
5
19
6
20
7
21
8
22
9
23
10
24
11
25
12
26
13
27
14
28
15

Chapter 
4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

1:1-38 
1:39-80 
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Chapter
9, 10
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16, 17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25, 26
27
28
29
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For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him;
as far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove
our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion
to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear Him.
For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust.

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)

FEBRUARY

“I have esteemed the words of
His mouth more than my
necessary food.” (Job 23:12)































Psalm 103:11-14 “Goodness (of God)”

Week beginning

Psalm 103:5-7 “Goodness (of God)”
Who satisfies you with good so that your youth
is renewed like the eagle’s.
The LORD works righteousness and justice
for all who are oppressed.
He made known His ways to Moses,
His acts to the people of Israel.

Psalm 103:1-4 “Goodness (of God)”
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me,
bless His holy name! Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all His benefits, who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from
the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.

“Fighter Verses” (more info: fighterverses.com)


FEBRUARY































