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9:30 a.m. Sunday School

an illustration that
pops up on social media every
so often that depicts two men
looking at a picture painted on the
ground. From the perspective of one
man, it is a 6, and from the
perspective of the other, it is a 9.
The caption underneath reads, “Just
because you are right, does not mean
that I am wrong. You just haven’t
seen life from my side.”
In one way it is a commendable
sentiment. The truth is that we
haven’t seen life from the position of
others, and so there is a great value in
listening to how others see and
interpret events. There is a sense in
which this cartoon can simply be seen
as promoting empathy.
However, it is often put forward as
giving a profound commentary on the
nature of truth, to say essentially that
we can have a fluid understanding of
right-and-wrong depending on our
circumstances and background. It is a
picture that some take to “prove” the
post-modern perspective that all truth
is relative.
But if we just take a step back, we
realize that this “meme” is not quite
as profound as it first seems. As
someone pointed out, this number
could not have just appeared – there
had to be intention behind the
drawing of the 6/9.
HERE IS

Someone had to have painted the
number, and the perspective of that
painter gives the number its correct
definition. This commentator also
observed that to understand the
number properly you have to take
into account its context – how does it
relate to the objects around it – are
there other numbers to align with?

John Knox & The Scottish Reformation

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
Gospel of Matthew

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Zechariah

(No services Sunday, January 29th
in lieu of the “Kirkin’ O’ the Tartan” at
St. Simons Presbyterian, 11:00 a.m.;
Rev. Brown preaching.)
Wed 2/1 “1st Wednesday” Dinner
6:30 p.m., Hull home (pg. 2)
Sun 2/5 Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper, 10:30 a.m.
Tue 2/7 “Beyond the Pages”
Book Group
1:00 p.m., Magnolia Manor
Tue 2/7 Women’s Monthly Study
7:00 p.m., Parrish home
Wed 2/8, 15, 22 Midweek Prayer
7:00 p.m., Brown home

Which way is it pointing? If it is
painted on a street, which direction
does the traffic flow on the part of the
street that is painted? Or maybe they
could just ask someone who actually
knows.
The fact is that the number is either
a 9 or it is a 6, and it is only when we
take the time to discover the wider
context that we can properly
understand it.

Sat 2/11 Men’s Monthly Study
8:30 a.m., Brown home
Tue 2/14 Stated Session Meeting
6:00 p.m., GIPC
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The Danger of the Plausible

T

why it is so important in
our day of cultural relativism to
be committed to the objective
truth of Scripture.
At the Passion Conference in Atlanta,
Beth Moore recently made a very
perceptive statement when she said,
HIS IS

You will watch a generation of
Christians – OF CHRISTIANS –
set the Bible aside in an attempt
to become more like Jesus.
And stunningly it will sound
completely plausible. This will be
perhaps the cleverest of the devil’s
schemes in your generation.
Sacrificing TRUTH for LOVE’s sake.
In Colossians 2:8 Paul writes to the
church in Colossae, “See to it that no
one takes you captive by philosophy
and empty deceit, according to human
tradition, according to the elemental
spirits of the world, and not according
to Christ.” Just a few verses earlier in
Colossians 2:4 Paul tells them that he
is writing so that “no one may delude
[them] with plausible arguments.”
We are surrounded by differing
philosophies and traditions, and many
of them have a degree of plausibility to
them. That’s what Beth Moore is
warning against – plausible arguments
that advocate positions that are
contrary to Scripture but seem to be
Christ-like.
However, it is in Scripture that we are
given the fundamental perspective on
life that will ground us and help us
navigate the sea of plausibilities. The
perspective of Scripture grounds our
subjective experience in an objective
truth that gives the proper context to
our lives.
To use the illustration, it underlines
the number to tell us whether it is truly
a 6 or a 9 – it helps us to understand
our experiences and interpret them.

(Continued from page 1)

From our joys to our sorrows, our
feelings to our knowledge, it gives us
the essential framework so that we can
understand life and know which way is
up. Scripture releases us from the
narrowness of our own interpretation
and gives us the mind of the One who
“works all things after the counsel of
His own will” (Ephesians 1:11).

I

are simply left with life as we
experience it, we are reduced down
to the point of the two men arguing
over a number. All we have is a limited
set of data that we have to do our best
to interpret, and our understanding will
be swayed by persuasive perspectives
that view life differently.
However, when we look at them
through the lens of Scripture we are
given a wholly different perspective –
an objective perspective that comes
from the Creator and Sustainer of life.
In a world of differing subjective
experiences, it is only the Bible that
can truly determine which
interpretation of life and its events
are correct. Scripture gives us the
unique but essential perspective of
seeing life as it was meant to be
(Creation), life as it is (Fall), and life as
it will be in the coming Kingdom of
Christ (Redemption).
It helps us to see more than what is
before our eyes; more than what we
can subjectively experience. It gives us
an important context in which to
understand and interpret everything
around and within us. 
F WE

“1st Wednesday”
Dinner
February 1, 2017
6:30 p.m., Hull home
In lieu of the Wednesday
Prayer Meeting the church
family gathers once a month
for a potluck supper. All are
welcome!

...
Baked potatoes and beef tips
will be provided; please bring
toppings for potatoes, salads,
or desserts.

Loan Update
Loan Balance
(as of 12/27/16)

$648,040

January Payment:
Interest

$

2,999

Principal

$

2,949

Additional Principal $

1,500

Total Payment

$

7,448

Significant Sessional
Actions
The Session did not meet in
January. The next Stated Session
Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
February 14th, 6:00 p.m. at GIPC.

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
48 Hampton Point Drive
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522
Phone: 912.638.2563
E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org
www.gipc-pca.org
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Adult Sunday School
9:30 a.m. at GIPC
Each Sunday the adults meet for a time of study prior
to the Morning Worship service. Topics include
theology, church history, how to share the Gospel, and
practical Christian living. The current series, taught by
Rev. Alexander Brown, is, “John Knox and The
Scottish Reformation.”

Midweek Prayer Meeting
Wednesday, February 8, 15, and 22
7:00 p.m., Brown home
Each Wednesday, except the first, the GIPC family
gathers at the Brown home at 7:00 p.m. for instruction
from God’s Word (praying the Psalms), followed by
prayer for the advancement of God’s kingdom at home
and abroad.

A book table is located in the church foyer, providing
easy access to good Christian books at reasonable
prices. The New Bible Commentary, covering all 66
books of the Bible, is a helpful tool for
Bible study. It is produced by reliable
scholars and written in clear, easy to
understand language.
The Story of the Scottish Reformation,
by A. M. Renwick, is an excellent little
paperback providing the
historical context of the Scottish Reformation.
In addition to sharing the experiences and
character of John Knox it covers the influence
of the Scottish Parliament and the
protagonists of the reformation. If you would
like to recommend a book for the table, or are seeking good
books on a particular topic, please speak with Pastor Brown.

Women’s Monthly Study

“Beyond the Pages” Book Group

Tuesday, February 7th
7:00 p.m., Parrish home

Tuesday, February 7th
1:00 p.m., Magnolia Manor

The Women’s Monthly Study is held on the “1st
Tuesday” of each month. The current study is based
on the book of James.

The Book Group meets on the “1st Tuesday” of each
month and is open to all those who enjoy reading and
discussing books. Meet at Magnolia
Manor on St. Simons Island in the
second floor lounge of the large
building beside the water fountain.
The February selection is The
Christmas Train, by David Baldacci.

Men’s Monthly Study
Saturday, February 11th
8:30 a.m., Brown home
The men of the church meet once a month on the “2nd
Saturday” at Pastor Brown’s home. The group will begin
a new Bible study based on the book of James, on
Saturday, February 11th. All men are welcome.

March selection: The Girls of Atomic City: The Untold
Story of the Women Who Helped Win WW II, by
Denise Kiernan.

The Gathering Place is a local ministry reaching
thousands of students each year in Glynn County with the gospel of
Jesus Christ, equipping them to be effective Christian leaders, and
sending them to impact their local churches, schools, and communities.
The Gathering Place will be hosting their annual fundraiser, the
Main Event for Adults, on Thursday, February 23rd at Gruber Aviation,
St. Simons McKinnon Airport—to which the public is invited. The event
is free (reservations are required) and begins with a dinner at 6:00 p.m. To learn more or to
register online, visit: thegp.org/MEFA (If you have any questions, please speak to Dana Haza.)
February 2017 • GIPC Connection • Volume 8, Issue 2 • Page 3


Westminster Shorter Catechism

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #11

1 year plan—Q & A to review/study:

Question:

Week of February 5:

11

What are God’s works of providence?

Week of February 12:

12, 13

Answer:

Week of February 19:

14, 15

Week of February 26:

16, 17

God’s works of providence are
His most holy, wise, and powerful
preserving and governing
all His creatures, and all their actions.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #13

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #14

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #12
Question: What special act of
providence did God exercise toward man
in the estate wherein he was created?
Answer: When God had created man,
He entered into a covenant of life with
him, upon condition of perfect
obedience; forbidding him to eat of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
upon the pain of death.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #15

Question:

Question:

Question:

Did our first parents continue in the
estate wherein they were created?

What is sin?

Answer:

Sin is any want of conformity unto,
or transgression of, the law of God.

What was the sin whereby our first
parents fell from the estate wherein
they were created?

Our first parents, being left to the
freedom of their own will, fell from the
estate wherein they were created,
by sinning against God.

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #16

Answer:

Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question #17

Question:
Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first
transgression?

Question:

Answer: The covenant being made
with Adam, not only for himself,
but for his posterity; all mankind,
descending from him by ordinary
generation, sinned in him, and fell
with him in his first transgression.

Answer:

Into what estate did the fall bring
mankind?
The fall brought mankind into an estate
of sin and misery.

Answer: The sin whereby our first
parents fell from the estate wherein
they were created, was their eating
the forbidden fruit.

Sermons preached by Rev. Brown
covering all the questions of the
Shorter Catechism
are available at:
http://www.gipc-pca.org/westminstershorter-catechism.html

Children’s Discipleship
Nursery

Memorization Program

GIPC provides a Nursery for children
ages Birth-4 years.

GIPC is also committed to supporting and encouraging
parents in the important responsibility of instructing
their children in the Christian faith, and to that end, is
providing a Memorization Program that involves
incentives and rewards.

Children’s Church: “Teach Me to Worship”
Each Sunday children ages 4 years through 2nd Grade
are dismissed during the latter half of the Morning
Service for “Children’s Church” where they are learning
about the basic elements of a worship service.
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FEBRUARY

“I have esteemed the words of
His mouth more than my
necessary food.” (Job 23:12)
“I have esteemed the words of
His mouth more than my
necessary food.” (Job 23:12)

Family Worship
Old Testament Reading
Family Worship
New Testament Reading
Private
Old Testament Reading
Private
New Testament Reading

Date Book
Chapter
1
Genesis
33
2
34
3
35, 36
4
37
5
38
6
39
7
40
8
41
9
42
10
43
11
44
12
45
13
46
14
47
15
48
16
49
17
50
18 Exodus
1
19
2
20
3
21
4
22
5
23
6
24
7
25
8
26
9
27
10
28
11, 12*
*through 12:21
Date Book
1
Mark
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14 Luke
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
Date Book
1
Esther
2
Job
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
Date Book
Chapter
1
Romans
4
2
5
3
6
4
7
5
8
6
9
7
10
8
11
9
12
10
13
11
14
12
15
13
16
14 I Corinthians 1
15
2
16
3
17
4
18
5
19
6
20
7
21
8
22
9
23
10
24
11
25
12
26
13
27
14
28
15

Week beginning
FEBRUARY 5
Week beginning
FEBRUARY 12

Chapter
9, 10
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16, 17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25, 26
27
28
29






























Week beginning
FEBRUARY 19
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I John 2:15-17 “Sin, Battling”
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in
the world — the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes
and pride in possessions — is not from the Father but is from
the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires,
but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

FEBRUARY

“I have esteemed the words of
His mouth more than my
necessary food.” (Job 23:12)

Chapter 
4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

1:1-38 
1:39-80 
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14


Romans 8:1 “Work of Christ”
There is therefore now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Week beginning
JANUARY 29

Psalm 62:5-7 “Trusting God”
For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence,
for my hope is from Him.
He only is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress: I shall not be shaken.
On God rests my salvation and my glory;
my mighty rock, my refuge is God.

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)

FEBRUARY

“I have esteemed the words of
His mouth more than my
necessary food.” (Job 23:12)































Psalm 56:3-4 “Fear, Battling”
When I am afraid, I put my trust in You.
In God, whose word I praise,
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.
What can flesh do to me?

Romans 12:1-2 “Sanctification”
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.


FEBRUARY































Week beginning
FEBRUARY 26

