
 

The Word of God Stands Forever 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

Public Faith 

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship 

Gospel of Matthew 

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

 
Sun 1/31  No Sunday School or 
     Morning Worship* at GIPC; 
     Evening Worship: 6:00 p.m. 

*Meet at St. Simons Presbyterian on 
Kings Way, 11:00 a.m., for the Kirkin’ 
O’ the Tartans service—Rev. Brown 
preaching. 

Tue 2/2 Women’s Monthly Study 
  (6:30 p.m., Parrish home) 

Wed 2/3 Book Group 
  (9:30 a.m., Magnolia Manor) 

Wed 2/3 “1st Wednesday” Dinner 
  (6:30 p.m., Haza home) 

Sun 2/7 The Lord’s Supper 
  (10:30 a.m. Worship) 

Mon 2/8, 22  Women’s Study 
  (6:00 p.m., Chilton home) 

Wed 2/10, 17, 24  Ladies Bible Study 
  (9:30 a.m., Brown home) 

Wed 2/10, 17, 24  Prayer Meeting 
  (7:00 p.m., Brown home) 

Sat 2/13 “2nd Saturday” Men’s Study 
  (8:30 a.m., Brown home) 

Tue 2/16 Stated Session Meeting 
  (6:00 p.m., GIPC) 

February Calendar 
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What is it that makes the Gospel 

good news? Many people would answer 

that question by saying it is that our sins 

are forgiven. However, while that is 

wonderfully true, it is insufficient 

because it keeps the focus of redemption 

on us. In the article below, William 

Cunningham explains that the true 

goodness of the Gospel lies in the fact 

that we don’t just get the forgiveness of 

sins, we get Christ. 

Faith unites us 
to Christ 

By William Cunningham (1805-1861) 

Taken from “Sermons from 1828 to 1860” 

“For by grace are ye saved through 

faith; and that not of yourselves: 

it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8 

L 
ET US NOW…shortly consider the 

effect of faith as uniting us to 

Christ, and thus saving the soul. There 

is a great deal spoken of in Scripture 

on the subject of faith—of its great 

importance and of its indispensable 

necessity to salvation. We read, “He 

that believeth and is baptized shall be 

saved; but he that believeth not shall 

be damned” (Mark 16:16).  

It is faith that makes a man a 

Christian, that produces all those 

things that accompany salvation, that 

salvation which is the turning point of 

a man’s existence, that salvation 

which delivers him from the authority 

of the devil and translates him into the 

kingdom of God’s dear Son. 

Faith occupies this important place 

in our salvation because it unites us to 

Christ. We are expressly told this by 

the Apostle in Ephesians 3:17, where 

it is written, “That Christ may dwell in 

your hearts by faith.”  

This union of believers to Christ, 

effected by faith, is indeed frequently 

spoken of in the New Testament. The 

nature of it is set before us by every 

mode of expression and description 

fitted to convey the strongest 

impression of its closeness and its 

importance. It hath pleased the Father 

that in Christ “should all fullness 

dwell” (Colossians 1:19); and it is 

from Him alone that any portion of 

this “fullness” can be derived.  

The Covenant of Redemption was 

made between the Father and the Son, 

for man was not directly and primarily 

a party to it. As Christ fulfilled the 

conditions of this covenant, so all the 

blessings that the covenant secured 

were bestowed upon Him and continue 

in His possession. In everything 

connected with this eternal covenant, 

He acted as the Head and the Surety of 

His people in their room and stead.  

He took their place, agreeing to 

suffer what they ought to have 

endured and to purchase for them 

what was necessary for their salvation, 

but what they never themselves could 

have earned.  

He was accepted by God as the 

Surety and Substitute of all those who 

should afterwards believe in Him, and 

He was dealt with accordingly. 

 



February 2016 • GIPC Connection • Volume 7, Issue 2 • Page 2 

 Faith unites us to Christ  (continued from page 1) 

N 
OW WHEN A man believes in 

Christ, he is, according to God’s 

appointment, united to Him. There is 

a union formed between them. God 

regards him as if he were Christ and 

treats him as if he had suffered the 

punishment for his sins that Christ 

endured in his room—as if he had in 

his own person performed that full and 

perfect obedience to the Divine Law 

that our Savior’s conduct exhibited.  

It is this imputation of Christ’s 

sufferings and of His righteousness, 

or, as it is often called, His active and 

passive obedience—it is this 

communion of suffering and of merit 

in which the union of believers with 

Christ mainly consists.  

This union and communion with 

Him is the foundation of their 

salvation in all its parts and in all its 

aspects. When they believe Him, God 

regards them as one with Him—as if 

they had offered what He has 

suffered, as if they had done what He 

has done, as if they had paid the 

penalty for their sins and had gained a 

title to His favor. 

Viewing them thus as united to 

Christ—as one with Him—God 

bestows upon them the blessings that 

Christ purchased for all who should 

believe on His name. They obtain 

through faith the forgiveness of their 

sins, acceptance with God as 

righteous persons, the renovation and 

sanctification of their natures, and, 

finally, an inheritance among them 

that are sanctified.  

Christ is the great Head of influence: 

all spiritual blessings are the fruits of 

His purchase. It is only by abiding in 

Him that we are enabled to bring forth 

fruits unto eternal life; as it is written, 

“I am the vine, ye are the branches: 

He that abideth in me, and I in him, 

the same bringeth forth much 

fruit” (John 15:5). 

You see now the great importance of 

faith in the salvation of sinners. It is 

the instrument by means of which we 

receive everything necessary to our 

peace. None can be saved without it, 

and everyone who has it will 

assuredly be saved. It is connected in 

the statements of God’s Word with 

almost every blessing that is 

mentioned as important and valuable, 

as the origin from which they are all 

derived, the instrument by which they 

are all received.  

It is the Holy Spirit that forms the 

union between Christ and believers, 

and faith wrought in their hearts by 

His almighty power is the tie that 

connects them together and forms the 

bond of union. 

W 
HILE SALVATION IS thus 

through faith, it is, at the same 

time, “by grace” (Ephesians 2:5, 8). 

It is to be traced wholly to God’s free 

and unmerited favor. There is nothing 

whatever in faith as a grace or virtue, 

as an act of ours, to merit anything at 

God’s hands [or] to deserve anything 

for us…Faith, viewed as a work or act 

of ours, could not itself procure for us 

the pardon of sin any more than 

repentance, if that too were in our 

power. Far less—[even if] we could 

believe by our own strength—could it ever 

merit for us any reward at God’s hands. 

It is not indeed, then, as a work or a 

grace that faith saves: it is merely the 

instrument of uniting us to Christ. His 

work is the sole ground of our 

salvation and of all that is connected 

with it. We owe it all to Him. He 

purchased it for us by His own 

sufferings and obedience, and He 

bestows it upon us by His Spirit. 

Therefore, we must beware, friends, 

of giving to our own faith, in the work 

of salvation, the place that belongs 

only to Christ.  

When salvation is ascribed to faith, 

this is so far from attaching merit to 

faith that it is just expressly 

renouncing it. We are saved indeed by 

faith, but it is faith in Christ Jesus. 

Our faith is that which carries us out 

of ourselves to Christ, transferring our 

whole dependence, as it were, from 

our own doing to what He has done 

and suffered for us.  

And it is a constant act of trust, a 

confidence in Him for everything 

pertaining to another world. It bears at 

all times upon it a declaration of our 

utter inability to do anything for 

ourselves. Hence, not only is salvation 

by faith quite consistent with being by 

grace, but further, as the Apostle tells 

us, it is of faith that it might be by 

grace. Not only are they consistent 

with each other, but the one affords the 

most striking illustration of the other.  

Nothing could have more fully 

established or more clearly illustrated 

the free grace of the Gospel than 

making our salvation depend upon 

faith; for faith, besides being 

originally God’s gift, is a constant 

appeal to His agency: it is both in 

form and in substance a casting [of] 

ourselves entirely and unreservedly 

upon His mercy through Christ and 

resting upon Him alone.  

We believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 

and are saved.  

William Cunningham 

was one of the 

founders of the Free 

Church of Scotland. 

He held the position 

of Professor of 

Theology and Chair  

of the History Department at New 

College in Edinburgh, before 

succeeding Thomas Chalmers as 

Principal in 1847. 



GOLDEN ISLES 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
48 Hampton Point Drive 

Saint Simons Island, GA 31522 

Phone:  912.638.2563 

E-Mail:  office@gipc-pca.org 

Web:  gipc-pca.org 
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O F  T H E  M O N T H  
psalm  

Psalm 99 

The LORD reigns from His throne on high, 

let all the nations quake; 

He sits between the cherubim, 

so let the whole earth shake. 

Great is the LORD on Zion hill, 

exalted over all. 

Upon His great and holy name 

let all the nations call. 

The King loves truth and equity, 

established by His might; 

in Jacob You have done for us 

all that is just and right. 

Exalt the LORD our God with us; 

let all the world abroad 

before His footstool worship Him, 

for holy is the Lord. 

O LORD our God, You answered them; 

You were to Israel 

a loving and forgiving God, 

but judged their sins as well. 

Exalt and praise the LORD our God; 

come, worship Him alone. 

The LORD God on the holy mount, 

He is the Holy One. 

(from Sing Psalms / Free Church of Scotland) 

 

 

P 
SALMS 99 and 100 are 

companion psalms, with Psalm 

99 issuing the call to worship, to 

which Psalm 100 responds. 

In Psalm 99 the call to worship is 

based on the holiness and sovereignty 

of God, demonstrating His worship-

worthiness by considering Who He is 

and His relationship to His Creation. 

The first three verses consider the 

Lordship of God over all the earth and 

issues, in verse three, a call for all 

peoples to praise God. 

 

The psalm then moves into a 

consideration of how God executes 

His Sovereign rule, concluding that 

He does everything with justice and 

righteousness.  

Finally, the psalm concludes by 

meditating on God’s interactions with 

His people, demonstrating that 

Yahweh is a God who is both 

transcendant and immanent; both 

exalted in holiness and intimately 

close to His people. 

Throughout the psalm the call to 

worship is a refrain (vv. 3, 5, 9), 

reminding the reader/singer that the 

attributes of God lead us to respond in 

praise. 

 . . . . . . . 
 

T 
H IS  Psalm leads us to  

ADORATION by bringing us 

face to face with His majesty and 

holiness.  

It leads us to CONFESSION by 

convicting us about our failure to 

always understand our lives as lived 

under the benevolent reign of such a 

King, and doubting His goodness in 

our own lives and the lives of others.  

It leads us to THANKSGIVING by 

reminding us of the forgiveness of 

sins that we have in Jesus, which 

unites us to this God.  

And finally it leads us to 

SUPPLICATION, praying that God 

would bless the mission and work of 

His Church and that the praises of 

God would extend as far as the curse 

is found.  

“First Wednesday” 

Dinner 

February 3, 2016 

6:30 p.m. 

In lieu of the Midweek Prayer 

Meeting, the church family meets 

once a month for a potluck 

dinner. Join us on February 3rd 

at the Haza home. Bring an 

Italian-themed main dish, salad, 

bread, or dessert to share. 

Meet Joshua Tsavatewa of 

Sacred Road Ministries, who will 

share a brief update at the “First 

Wednesday” Dinner. Joshua is 

from Macon, GA, and moved to 

the Yakama Indian reservation in 

2010 where he serves with 

Sacred Road as Children’s 

Ministry Coordinator. 

Significant Sessional 

Actions 

The Session of Golden Isles 

Presbyterian Church has called a 

Congregational Meeting for 

Sunday, February 7th, 2016, 

immediately following the 

Morning Worship Service, for the 

purpose of electing Non-Elder 

Trustees. 
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Westminster Shorter Catechism 

1 year plan: Study Q & A: 
Week of February 7:   11 

Week of February 14:   12, 13 

Week of February 21: 14, 15 

Week of February 28: 16, 17 

2 year plan: Study Q & A: 

Week of February 7:   6 

Week of February 14:   7 

Week of February 21: 8 

Week of February 28: 9 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #11 

Question: 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΚ 

Answer: 

DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀǊŜΣ  
His most holy, wise, and powerful 
preserving and governing 
all his creatures, and all their actions. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #12 

Question:  What special act of 
providence did God exercise toward man 
in the estate wherein he was created? 

Answer:  When God had created man, 
He entered into a covenant of life with 
him, upon condition of perfect 
obedience; forbidding him to eat of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
upon the pain of death. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #13 

Question: 

Did our first parents continue in the 
estate wherein they were created? 

Answer: 

Our first parents, being left to the 
freedom of their own will, fell from the 
estate wherein they were created,  
by sinning against God. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #14 

Question: 

What is sin? 

Answer: 

Sin is any want of conformity unto, 
or transgression of, the law of God. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #15 

Question: 

What was the sin whereby our first 
parents fell from the estate wherein 
they were created? 

Answer:  The sin whereby our first 
parents fell from the estate wherein 
they were created, was their eating 
the forbidden fruit. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #16 

Question:   
5ƛŘ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴ !ŘŀƳΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
transgression? 

Answer:  The covenant being made 
with Adam, not only for himself,  
but for his posterity; all mankind, 
descending from him by ordinary 
generation, sinned in him, and fell 
with him in his first transgression. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #17 

Question: 

Into what estate did the fall bring 
mankind? 

Answer: 

The fall brought mankind into an estate 
of sin and misery. 

Children’s Ministry Update 

Each Sunday during the Morning Worship Service all 

children ages 4 years through 2nd Grade have the 

opportunity to attend “Children’s Church.” This past year 

the children completed a study on the first 50 questions of 

the catechism and spent a number of weeks “traveling 

around the world” learning about missions and 

particularly, the work of GIPC’s missionaries.  

In February 2016 they will begin a new curriculum 

entitled, “Teach Me to Worship.”  

 

Over the course of the next 12 months our children will 

be learning about all the elements of the worship service, 

including the Call to Worship, Prayer, Praise, Tithes and 

Offerings, Reading of the Word, Confession of Faith, 

Hearing of the Word, Sacraments, and the Benediction. 

GIPC will also begin a memorization program for 

children, encouraging them to commit Scripture to 

memory so that it will be a source of wisdom and comfort 

as they grow. Achievements will be recognized on 

Sunday mornings. 
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FEBRUARY  
òI have esteemed the words of 
His mouth more than my 
necessary food.ó (Job 23:12) 

Family Worship  
Old Testament Reading  
Date  Book  Chapter         

1 Genesis  33   

2       34   
3       35, 36   

4        37   
5  38   
6  39   
7  40   

8  41   
9  42    
10   43    
11   44    

12   45    
13   46    
14   47    
15   48    

16   49    
17   50    
18  Exodus  1   

19   2   

20   3   
21   4   
22   5   
23   6   

24   7   
25   8   
26   9   
27   10    

28   11, 12*   
*through 12:21  

FEBRUARY  
òI have esteemed the words of 
His mouth more than my 
necessary food.ó (Job 23:12) 

Family Worship  
New Testament Reading  
Date  Book  Chapter         

1 Mark  4  

2  5  

3  6  
4  7  
5  8   
6  9   

7  10    
8  11    
9  12    
10   13    

11   14    
12   15    
13   16    
14  Luke  1:1 -38   

15   1:39 -80  
16   2   
17   3   
18   4   

19   5   
20   6   
21   7   

22   8   
23   9   
24   10    
25   11    

26   12    
27   13    
28   14    

FEBRUARY  
òI have esteemed the words of 
His mouth more than my 
necessary food.ó (Job 23:12) 

Private  
Old Testament Reading  
Date  Book  Chapter    

1 Esther   9, 10   

2 Job   1  

3   2  
4   3  
5   4   
6   5   

7   6   
8   7   
9   8   
10    9   

11    10    
12    11    
13    12    
14    13    

15    14    
16    15    
17    16, 17   
18    18    

19    19    
20    20    
21    21    

22    22    
23    23    
24    24    
25    25, 26   

26    27    
27    28    
28    29    

FEBRUARY  
òI have esteemed the words of 
His mouth more than my 
necessary food.ó (Job 23:12) 

Private  
New Testament Reading  
Date  Book  Chapter    

1 Romans   4  

2   5  

3   6  
4   7  
5   8  
6   9  

7   10   
8   11   
9   12   
10    13   

11    14   
12    15   
13    16   
14  I Corinthian s 1  

15    2  
16    3  
17    4  
18    5  

19    6  
20    7  
21    8  

22    9  
23    10   
24    11   
25    12   

26    13   
27    14   
28    15   

“Beyond the Pages”  

Book Group 

The Book Group meets at 9:30 

a.m. on the first Wednesday of 

each month and is open to anyone 

who enjoys reading and discussing 

books. Meet at Magnolia Manor, 

100 Heritage Dr., St. Simons, in 

the second floor library of the large 

building beside the water fountain. 

February 3rd:  “The Adventures of 

Tom Sawyer,” by Mark Twain 

March 2nd:  “All the Light We 

Cannot See,” by Anthony Doerr 

Contact:  Sara Brown or Sharon Bolin 

Women’s Discipleship 

Women’s Monthly Study 

(February 2nd) 

“First Tuesday”, 6:30 p.m. 

at the home of Cindy Parrish 

Topic:  Women of the Word 

Wednesday Morning 

Ladies Bible Study 

Each week except the first, 

9:30 a.m. at the home 

of Sara Brown 

Topic:  Nehemiah 

Women’s Study Group 

(February 8th & 22nd) 

2nd and 4th Monday, 6:00 p.m. 

at the home of Diane Chilton 

Topic:  The Four Loves 

Loan Update 
Loan Balance 

  (as of 12/28/15) $703,755 

January Payment: 

 Interest   $    3,065    

 Principal $    2,883   

 Total Payment $    5,948 

Men’s Monthly Study 

Next meeting: 

Saturday, February 13th 

8:30 a.m. 

at the Brown home 

The men of the church meet on the 

“2nd Saturday” of each month at 

the pastor’s home. The current 

study is based on the book, “The 

Life of God in the Soul of the 

Church,” by Thabiti Anyabwile.  

GIPC Blog 

Informative articles on current events 

and issues of our day are posted by 

Rev. Brown at:  gipc-pca.org/blog 


