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G

olden Isles Presbyterian Church is a church that exists for the glory of
God and the good of our neighbor. That is the catchy little vision
statement for our church – it is easy to remember and easy to understand.
But while there is nothing difficult about understanding that little statement,
the reality is that it can be exceedingly difficult to apply, especially the second
part about loving our neighbor.
Loving our neighbor is something that we know
we should do. It was first commanded to Israel in
Leviticus 19:18, repeated by Jesus in Matthew
22:39 as the second great commandment in the
Law, and John writes in 1 John 2:9 that it is an
authenticating mark of our Christian profession.
The Bible is clear, we are to love one another.
But we know from our experience that this can be exceedingly hard to do.
Loving one another comes at a cost, and often we are reluctant to bear that cost.
Erik Raymond recently wrote on his blog (ordinarypastor.com) the following
article that I found very convicting and so I wanted to share it with you, with the
hopes that it might spur us on to be a congregation in which our vision is an
increasing reality:
---------What is the dumbest thing you have ever said? You probably don’t want to
repeat it. Since I think it is edifying, I’ll reset my moment. I was a new
Christian and was talking to my wife one Sunday afternoon when I dropped
this gem on her: “Christianity is so easy. I don’t see what the big deal is.”
But, I wasn’t finished— “I read my Bible, pray and talk to people about Jesus.
Then, we go to church on Sunday and hear someone preach. What is so hard
about it?”
God would show me what was so hard about it within 18 months. We began
attending a church that emphasized fellowship and the “one anothers.” In no
time I was getting on people’s nerves and they were returning the favor. Life
in community with sinners doesn’t fit in a Hallmark Card. It’s messy and
pride exposing. It is anything but easy.
The difference here is simply the word love. Christianity was easy when I
was taking but it became real when I had to start giving. The difference is
love. Love always gives— it rarely takes.
Continued on page 2
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“Back to Basics”
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
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It is not surprising then that God would challenge us to be faithful in our love.
When we read any number of passages in the New Testament we find ourselves
with a bit of that tilted dog reaction to a strange whistle. “Wait, what?”
“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do
good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.
And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit
is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same
amount. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be
sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil.
Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.” (Luke 6:32–36)

Here’s the deal: the kind of love that God models
and requires is not natural. It’s not easy. Look, the
God wants us
pagans can do the self-congratulating love. Who
to love the
can’t love the lovely people who love you?! It’s not
that hard. On the other hand, God also wants us to
people who
love the people who are unloving and unlovely. This
are unloving
is the kind of love that reflects Christ’s love in the
and unlovely.
gospel. Christians, those who follow Christ, are to
have the gospel be the model and motivation for our
love (cf. 1 John 4:7-11).
A friend of mine at Emmaus likes to put thing very succinctly. He said recently,
“You don’t even have a real friend until they have annoyed you. Until they’ve
gotten under your skin you’re still in the realm of the superficial.” You haven’t
had to love them…you just kinda like them.
Think about what God has done, He has lavished us with His love and then
surrounded us with a group of people who are just as needy of that love, and
then said, “Go and love one another and show this love to the world around
you.” This community of people should be especially sensitive to this love
because they should know how unlovely and unloving they were. They should
know and esteem God’s love so highly that they itch to show it to others.
Sadly, this is too often not the case. We settle for the kind of love that comes
easy and miss out on the kind of love that takes sweat (and grace). The love
that God requires from the church is not natural; it takes work and it looks
different. It is not the stuff that you hear in the intercom at the supermarket,
read in a magazine, or pick up in a romantic drama. It is different. Instead of
being self-referential it is self-denying.
If you think that Christianity is easy, then maybe you are not loving people
very well. Perhaps you are not living very closely to other believers. Perhaps
you are not frequently applying the gospel. Perhaps the person and work of
Jesus is not the model and motivation for your love.
When we examine the Bible and what God requires of us as Christians we
see that it is neither easy or natural. It is hard work that requires much grace.
Go ahead, dig in; get your hands dirty–there are plenty of opportunities! ▪

Improvements have been made
to the light fixtures in the church
office, hallways and classrooms.
The committee is
scheduled to meet
on the following
dates in 2015:
February 26, April 30, July 30,
October 29, and December 3.
If you have any questions or
suggestions please speak with
Mr. Nick Chilton.

Finance
Loan Update
Loan Balance 12/26/14 $739,217
January Payment:
Interest
$ 3,220
Principal
$ 2,728
Total Payment
$ 5,948

Men’s Ministry
“Second Saturday”
Men’s Breakfast
February 14, 2015 • 8:00 a.m.
Brown home
Topic: Disciplines of a Godly Man
All men are welcome.

Significant Sessional
Actions


Approved Shepherding Group
rota for clean up at church
events.

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Phone: 912.638.2563
E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org
48 Hampton Point Drive
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522

(Erik Raymond is the lead pastor at Emmaus Bible Church in Omaha, Nebraska, and this post first
appeared on his blog - http://www.ordinarypastor.com/?p=14979)
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gipc-pca.org

GIPC women meet for Bible Study each Wednesday
morning (except the first), 9:30 a.m. at the Brown home.
The current study is based on the book of Acts.
The monthly Book Group for women will meet on
Wednesday, February 4th, 9:30 a.m. at the home of
Sara Brown, to discuss Their Eyes
Were Watching God. (This book also
happens to be Glynn County’s 2015 “Big Read” selection.)
The book chosen for March 4th is The Girls with the
Grandmother Faces, by Frances Weaver (1998 edition).
When former columnist and NPR Radio
commentator Frances Weaver experienced the loss of her
husband during her mid-fifties, she was forced to carve out a
new life alone. Rather than feel sorry for
herself, she realized that she needed to
make the most of her remaining years
and change her life dramatically. Her
reflections on living alone, remarriage, and family, and her
decision to attend a junior college 200 miles from home, are an outgrowth of her
premise that “uninterested women are uninteresting.”
Weaver uses humor and homespun wisdom to encourage women to maintain
their freedom, independence, imagination, and curiosity. She and her three
sisters, the girls with the grandmother faces, exemplify ways to develop new
interests and make very practical suggestions for rebuilding their lives. 

Volunteers from GIPC provide a
meal to Hospice of the Golden Isles,
located at 1692 Glynco Parkway,
Brunswick, on the second Thursday
of each month.
The meal (for 4-5 people) is
delivered to the kitchen at Hospice
between 4:00-5:00 p.m. and then
taken by a Hospice volunteer to a
family whose loved one is being
cared for at home.
If you are interested in providing
a meal, or partnering with someone
else, please speak to Betty Harrell.

The book table, located in the
church foyer, provides easy
access to good Christian books
at reasonable prices.
Recent additions include:
•Wayne Grudem’s Christian
Beliefs: Twenty Basics Every
Christian Should Know
•New Morning Mercies,
a daily Gospel devotional,
by Paul Tripp
•Tim Keller’s Walking with
God through Pain and
Suffering
If you would like to recommend a
book, or are seeking good books
on a particular topic, please
speak with Pastor Brown.

“First Wednesday”
Social Dinner
Wednesday, February 4, 2015
In lieu of the Midweek Prayer
Meeting all are invited to enjoy
dinner together at the Brown
home on Wednesday, February
4th, beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Pizza will be provided; please
sign up to bring salads and
desserts.

Midweek Prayer
Each W ednesday evening
(except the first) the church
gathers for a light supper at 6:30
p.m. followed by a time of prayer
for our missionaries, countries
where the church is experiencing
persecution, an unreached
people group, and the needs of
GIPC.
The meal is $3 per person;
reservations are not required. If
you would like to partner with
someone to provide the meal
please refer to the sign-up sheet
in the kitchen.

World Missions
GIPC is privileged to support a
number of missionaries through
prayer and Faith Promise
commitments.

A note from Peter Bakelaar:
“We truly feel blessed to have such a
dedicated team of churches and
individuals who pray for the ministry
and generously support the work.
Without your teamwork we could not
be involved in church planting in Japan.
We thank God for you!”

February 2015 • GIPC Connection • Volume 6, Issue 2 • Page 3

“I have esteemed the words of
His mouth more than my
necessary food.” (Job 23:12)

Family Worship
Old Testament Reading
Family Worship
New Testament Reading
Private
Old Testament Reading
Private
New Testament Reading

Date Book
Chapter
1
Genesis
33
2
34
3
35, 36
4
37
5
38
6
39
7
40
8
41
9
42
10
43
11
44
12
45
13
46
14
47
15
48
16
49
17
50
18 Exodus
1
19
2
20
3
21
4
22
5
23
6
24
7
25
8
26
9
27
10
28
11, 12*
*through 12:21





























Date Book
1
Mark
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14 Luke
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
Date Book
1
Esther
2
Job
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
Date Book
Chapter
1
Romans
4
2
5
3
6
4
7
5
8
6
9
7
10
8
11
9
12
10
13
11
14
12
15
13
16
14 I Corinthians 1
15
2
16
3
17
4
18
5
19
6
20
7
21
8
22
9
23
10
24
11
25
12
26
13
27
14
28
15

Week beginning
JANUARY 25
Week beginning
FEBRUARY 1































Week beginning
FEBRUARY 15
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Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom
of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven.
For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

FEBRUARY

“I have esteemed the words of
His mouth more than my
necessary food.” (Job 23:12)

Chapter
9, 10
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16, 17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25, 26
27
28
29

Matthew 5:19-20

FEBRUARY

“I have esteemed the words of
His mouth more than my
necessary food.” (Job 23:12)

Week beginning
FEBRUARY 8

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;
I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.
For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away,
not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law
until all is accomplished.

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)

FEBRUARY

“I have esteemed the words of
His mouth more than my
necessary food.” (Job 23:12)

Chapter 
4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

1:1-38 
1:39-80 
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14


Matthew 5:17-18

Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket,
but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.
In the same way, let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Matthew 5:15-16

Matthew 5:13-14
You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste,
how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good
for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under
people’s feet. You are the light of the world.
A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on My account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matthew 5:10-12

February Fighter Verses (Desiring God Ministries, Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN)


FEBRUARY































Week beginning
FEBRUARY 22

