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Preparing for

Sunday

2016

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
“A History of the Reformation”

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
“Gospel of Matthew”

If we are to make a positive change in
our pursuit of Christ in 2016 then we
must plan how we are going to do it.

I

By Alexander S. Brown, Minister

hard to believe that another
year is drawing to a close. In just
a few weeks we will be bidding 2015
a fond farewell, and welcoming in a
new year.
If the past 11 months have felt like
they have passed in a whirlwind,
December will come rushing through
even more quickly – the passage of
time hastened by the business of the
Christmas season, from purchasing
gifts, wrapping them and hitting mail
deadlines, to Christmas parties and
visiting with family and friends.
For many of us, the last month of
the year often feels like the shortest.
However, I want to encourage you to
set aside a little time in this busy
month to prepare for the dawning of
January 1st, 2016.
With the New Year comes the
proverbial New Year’s Resolutions.
It is that great momentous occasion on
which we resolve to transform our lives.
Usually these resolutions center on
some kind of personal improvement.
T IS

For some the resolution is to finally
stop smoking. For others it is to start
exercising. Others decide that the time
has come to finally start eating better.
For Christians this list of personal
improvement often includes some
kind of resolve to improve our
spiritual health – a desire to be more
consistent reading our Bibles, or
praying more, or being more involved
in the life of our church.
All of those – both the pursuit of
spiritual and physical health – are
good desires. But I don’t think any
one of us is a stranger to the
disappointment that often sets in in
February or March when we realize
that after a few weeks (maybe even
a few days) our lofty ambitions had
feet of clay.

So, how can 2016 be different?

W

ELL,

of course there are no
foolproof measures that can
be taken to ensure that things will be
different; there is no key to unlock the
next level of spiritual success!
However, there are some steps we
can take to ensure that we are as well
prepared as we can be for the dawning
of the New Year.

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
“Advent”
Children’s Church, Nursery available

Sun 12/6 Lord’s Supper
(10:30 a.m. Worship)
Wed 12/9,16 Ladies Bible Study
(9:30 a.m., Brown home)
Wed 12/9,16 Prayer Meeting
(7:00 p.m., Brown home)
Sat 12/12 “2nd Saturday” Men’s Study
(8:30 a.m., Brown home)
Sun 12/13 Lessons & Carols
with Maestro Luis Haza
& Crystal Murphy, violinists;
Brooke Harris, flutist
(6:00 p.m. at GIPC)
Tue 12/15 Stated Session Meeting
(6:00 p.m., GIPC)
Fri

12/25 Christmas Day

Sun 12/27 Guest Minister
(Brown family vacation)

Continued on page 2
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thing that we can do is
make our resolution now. If we
wait until January 1st or December 31st
to resolve to make a change, we will
have begun the year already behind!
So, now is the time.
Take a few moments away and think
and pray about what you would like to
see changed in your life. Perhaps you
want to be more consistent in your
Bible reading, or start a regular
practice of family devotions.
Maybe it is your resolution to be
more involved in the life of the church
– maybe you want to make sure that
you are involved in one of our Bible
Studies or Sunday School. Perhaps
you want to be more regular at the
Prayer Meeting or Sunday Evening
Worship. Whatever your resolution is,
now is the time to decide, because
now is the time to perform.
Most of you know that a favorite
little cliché of mine is “prior planning
prevents poor performance.” I think
that is true in almost every area of life,
and it is certainly true when it comes
to the spiritual disciplines.
If we are to make a positive change in
our pursuit of Christ in 2016 then we
must plan how we are going to do it.
Greater involvement in the activities
of the church will mean that you will
have to examine your calendar and
block out time to ensure that your
involvement will not be crowded out
by other commitments.
So, for example, if you want to
regularly come to Sunday Evening
Worship, you may have to rearrange
family plans on Sunday afternoons.
Or if you want to come to Sunday
School, you need to make sure that
you set your alarm early enough to
get to church an hour earlier than you
currently do! You get the picture.
HE FIRST

Your resolutions need to be prioritized.
And this goes for devotions as well.
If you are to regularly read the Bible,
or nurture family devotions, then you
need to decide when in the day is best
to do that. For many people first thing
in the morning is best for Bible reading
and prayer, before the distractions of
the day kick in. For others it is before
bedtime, as they are winding down.
The same is true for family devotions
– for some it is best to do it at a meal
time when all the family is gathered,
and for others it is an intentional time
set apart from all other activities for
worship. However you decide to do it,
the first important thing is to decide
now. You can even use December as a
trial run, to test out some different
options.

H

OWEVER,

with private and
family devotions we often need
another tool in our belts if we are to
succeed. We not only need to set our
schedule, we also need to decide what
tools we are going to employ and what
shape these devotions will have.
One of the first things you are going
to need to decide is how you are going
to read your Bible. There are a myriad
of plans available to you. Your Bible
may well have a reading plan in the
back, and the internet is full of
different methods for reading through
the Bible. The important thing is to
find a method that works for you.
Some people like to read sequentially
through Scripture – seeing the
Redemptive storyline unfold as they
move from the Creation in Genesis
through the formation of God’s
Covenant people, to the realization of
God’s Covenant Promises in Christ,
to the consummation of all things
pictured in Revelation.
Continued on page 3

You are invited to a service of

with
Maestro Luis Haza and
Crystal Murphy, violinists;
Brooke Harris, flutist

Sunday, December 13th
6:00 p.m. at GIPC

Join us for light refreshments
after the service.

GOLDEN ISLES
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
48 Hampton Point Drive
Saint Simons Island, GA 31522
Phone: 912.638.2563
E-Mail: office@gipc-pca.org
Missed a week?
Sermons are available online:
gipc-pca.org
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Others, however, find that following this
method often gets them bogged down in
Leviticus or Numbers, and so prefer to
read 2 or 4 different chapters from
different parts of the Bible every day.
Some are always reading the Psalms
and/or Proverbs – going sequentially
through the book and beginning again
when they finish.
What you decide on depends on your
personality, preferences, experience
and opportunity – remember this plan
needs to be realistic, and so plan on
something doable. The goal is to
nurture a long-standing discipline.
If you are just starting to implement
these devotions I would encourage
you to pitch it low. It is far better to
find that your plan is too easy, and
then add to it, than find it frustratingly
and discouragingly difficult.
I think this is particularly true if you
are wanting to nurture a time of family
worship. I have joined families in their
devotional time who have had miniworship services, complete with
singing, prayer, Bible reading and a
short homily – that is undoubtedly

“Beyond the Pages”
Book Group
The Book Group meets on the first
Wednesday of each month and is
open to anyone who enjoys reading
and discussing books.
Meetings are held at Magnolia
Manor, 100 Heritage Drive, Saint
Simons Island, in the second floor
library of the large building beside
the water fountain.
Looking Ahead:
The January 6th book selection is
“Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson
Story,” by Dr. Ben Carson with Cecil
Murphey.

too much if you are just trying to
introduce this practice into the
rhythms of family life. Better would be
to simply begin with a Bible reading
and prayer. That foundation is a solid
one on which you can easily build and
expand as the practice matures.

T

thing about beginning
to think about this in December
is that we have an opportunity for a
“dry-run.” Pick out a Bible reading
plan* now and give it a go. If it is too
difficult or too easy you have time to
look for something else.
Try gathering as a couple or a family
a couple of nights a week to just get
used to a new habit. Make a point of
coming to the new church activity this
month to see what you realistically
need to adjust to make it a permanent
part of your life.
I know that I will be resolving to
pursue holiness in 2016, and I hope
that many of you will, too. Lets try to
plan now, so that we can hit the
ground running when January 1st rolls
around! ▪
HE GOOD

*See page 4 for Reading Plans & Resources

World Missions
November was “Missions Month” at
GIPC! Rev. Jason Davis of Grace
Community Church, a new church
plant in Vidalia, Georgia, was the
Keynote Speaker at the 20th Annual
World Missions Conference held in
early November. Special reports
highlighting the work of all GIPC’s
missionaries were shared throughout
the weekend. The congregation was
asked to prayerfully consider a Faith
Promise Commitment for 2016,
resulting in $49,000 pledged for
global missions in the coming year.
Give thanks to the Lord!

Building and
Grounds
During the month of November
chairs, furniture, and toys were
moved to allow for carpet
cleaning in the nursery and
c h i l d r e n ’ s c h urc h ro om s ,
sanctuary, hallways, and office.
Thank you to all who assisted.
Suggestions regarding repairs
or improvements to the building
and grounds are alwa ys
welcome. Contact Nick Chilton,
Committee Chair.

Finance
Loan Balance
(as of 10/26/15)

$709,482

November Payment:
Interest

$

3,380

Principal

$

2,568

Total Payment

$

5,948

Pray for wisdom and God’s
leading for the Session (Alex
Brown, Clay Huddleston, and
Dan Reed), as they review and
approve recommendations for
the 2016 church budget.
The budget will be presented to
the congregation at the annual
State of the Church Dinner in
January.

Men’s Monthly Study
Saturday, December 12th
8:30 a.m., Brown home
413 Couper Avenue
The men of the church meet on
the “2nd Saturday” of each
month at the pastor’s home. The
current study is based on the
book, “The Life of God in the
Soul of the Church,” by Thabiti
Anyabwile.
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Preparing for 2016:
Bible Reading Plans
and Resources*
Bible Reading Plans








Crossway has compiled a list of ten different reading plans to guide you
through the Bible, which offers a variety of methods for guiding your
reading. You can find it here: http://goo.gl/aa3W7V
The Navigators offer 3 different plans for reading through the Bible.
If Bible reading is a new discipline for you, their “5x5x5” plan might be a
good place to start. 5 minutes a day, 5 days a week, with 5 helpful hints to
help you dig deep as you read. They also offer the classic Discipleship
Journal plan which is a perennial favorite. Alternately, their Book at a Time
plan takes you through the Bible in a year with two daily readings. You can
find those plans here: https://goo.gl/Bt3ugF
If you want to go a bit slower, you can find a two-year reading plan here:
http://goo.gl/RSznoY
http://www.howlongdoesittaketoreadthebible.com/ is helpful to those of us
who are detail-oriented, and can help you make your own plan of when and how
to read different books of the Bible. If you are making your own plan, this chart http://goo.gl/THd2Ii - may help you keep track of what you have read.

Resources for Family Worship, Devotions, & Bible Study













The book table, located in the
church foyer, provides easy
access to good Christian books
at reasonable prices.
Many of the books mentioned
in the column to the left are
available at the table, including:
The Biggest
Story: How the
Snake Crusher
Brings Us Back
to the Garden
The Jesus Storybook Bible
A Children’s First Catechism
New Morning Mercies
For the Love of God
A Neglected Grace
ESV Study Bible
...and more!

A Neglected Grace by Jason Helopoulos is a great introduction to Family
Worship if you are new to this concept, or if you want a booster to spur you on.

If you would like
to recommend a
book for the table,
or are seeking
good books on a
particular topic,
please speak with

For the Love of God by D. A. Carson is a helpful devotional that
accompanies the M’Cheyne 365 Day Bible Reading Plan.
Paul David Tripp’s New Morning Mercies is full of helpful and
challenging insights and is a great companion to begin the day with.
Tim Keller has recently released The Songs of Jesus that leads the reader
through the book of Psalms with daily readings. This book is ideal for
those wanting to start or restart having a daily quiet time.
The Jesus Storybook Bible and The Biggest Story: How the Snake
Crusher Brings Us Back to the Garden are good resources to help guide
your children or grandchildren through the Redemptive storyline of the
Bible.
I heartily recommend the ESV Study Bible as a help as you study the Bible.
If you want some additional resources, the New Bible Dictionary
(Marshall, Millard, Packer, Wiseman) and/or the New Bible Commentary
(Wenham, Motyer, Carson, France) are great additions to your library.

*Many of these books/resources are available at the GIPC Book Stall. If you have
any questions please feel free to contact Rev. Brown at: abrown@gipc-pca.org

Pastor Brown.

“So faith comes by
hearing, and hearing
through the word
of Christ.”
- Romans 10:17
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psalm

OF THE MONTH

Psalm 89
God’s mercies I will ever sing
and with my mouth I shall
Thy faithfulness make to be known
to generations all.
For mercy shall be built, said I,
for ever to endure;
Thy faithfulness, ev’n in the heav’ns,
Thou wilt establish sure.
I with My chosen One have made
a cov’nant graciously;
And to My servant, whom I loved,
to David sworn have I;
That I thy seed establish shall
for ever to remain,
And will to generations all
thy throne build and maintain.
The praises of Thy wonders, LORD,
the heavens shall express;
And in the congrega - tion of saints
Thy faithfulness.
For who in heaven with the LORD
may once himself compare?
Who is like God among the sons
of those that mighty are?
(1650 Scottish Psalter)

O

PSALM OF THE MONTH for
December is Psalm 89. While
this is a psalm of lament that mourns
the movement from the glories of the
Davidic Kingship to the current
situation in which it appeared that God
had forsaken His promises to David,
there remains a distinct note of hope that
is pinned to those Covenant promises.
Despite the bleakness of the
contemporary situation, the psalm
begins and ends with a prayer that God
would fulfill His promise and establish
the offspring of David as that great,
victorious King.
That, of course, makes it a very fitting
psalm for the month of December, as we
remember the fulfillment of the Davidic
Covenant in the birth of Christ.
UR

As we have seen in our recent studies
in Matthew, Jesus was the promised Son
of David in whom all the covenant
promises made to David would come to
fulfillment.
It was only in His arrival that the
peaceful, redemptive Kingdom that God
had promised would come to fulfillment –
that Kingdom in which the people of
God would be subdued, ruled, and
defended and in which the enemies of
God and His people would be finally
and fully restrained and conquered.
(Westminster Shorter Catechism Q. 26)

A

.........

we should
be led to ADORATION as we
consider the grace and mercy of God –
that there should even be such a
Kingdom in which we could find rest
for our sin-weary souls. To come under
the rule of such a King is not something
we deserve but an act of God’s free
grace. It should also lead us to
CONFESSION of sin, as we consider
how we often still kick against Christ’s
benevolent rule, and how we are often
rebellious subjects.
This psalm should lead us to
THANKSGIVING as we consider the
tremendous blessings that we receive by
now being part of this Kingdom, and
then it should lead us on to
SUPPLICATION, praying first the last
prayer found in our Bibles, “Come, Lord
Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20) – asking that soon
this Kingdom would be seen in all its
fullness, and we would be brought into
complete rest, away from sin and its death.
But it should also lead us to pray for those
who are still outside this Kingdom, that King
Jesus would, in His Sovereign mercy, show
them His glory as this great Davidic King and
bring them into His Kingdom where they
might enjoy the rest we have been granted. ▪
S WE SING THIS PSALM

Women’s Ministry
A Women’s Monthly Study meets on
the first Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. at the
home of Cindy Parrish (113 Demere
Oaks Circle). Topic: “Women of the
Word,” by Jen Wilkin.
The Wednesday Morning Ladies
Bible Study meets each week
except the first, 9:30 a.m. at the
home of Sara Brown, 413 Couper
Avenue. Topic: Acts

Volunteers Sought to
Mentor Prisoners
from MNA SecondCareer
Mission to North America’s
SecondCareer matches PCA
churches, church plants, and
ministries that have limited
resources with adult PCA
volunteers of all ages.
The PCA’s prison ministry,
Metanoia*, is looking for
Corresponding Disciplers to do
one-on-one discipling with an
inmate by mail, leading him or
her through a Bible study course.
All study materials, answer
keys to study questions,
envelopes and postage are
provided, and for privacy all
correspondence is mailed back
and forth through Metanoia.
Through a recent influx of
inmates desiring to be matched
with a volunteer, there is an
urgent need for new disciplers,
especially women.
If you are interested in getting
involved in this important
ministry, please go to the link
below for more information, or
talk to Rev. Brown.
pcamna.org/metanoia-ministries/
*Metanoia is the Greek word for
Repentance. MNA chose this as the
name of the prison ministry because it
signifies turning from a life of sin to a
life that is lived for the glory of God.
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DECEMBER

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

“The law of his God is in his
heart; his steps do not slip.”
(Psalm 37:31)

“The law of his God is in his
heart; his steps do not slip.”
(Psalm 37:31)

“The law of his God is in his
heart; his steps do not slip.”
(Psalm 37:31)

“The law of his God is in his
heart; his steps do not slip.”
(Psalm 37:31)

Family Worship
Old Testament Reading

Family Worship
New Testament Reading

Private
Old Testament Reading

Private
New Testament Reading

Date Book
Chapter 
1
I Chronicles 29

2
II Chronicles 1

3
2

4
3,4

5
5-6:11 
6
6:12-42 
7
7

8
8

9
9

10
10

11
11,12 
12
13

13
14,15 
14
16

15
17

16
18

17
19,20 
18
21

19
22,23 
20
24

21
25

22
26

23
27,28 
24
29

25
30

26
31

27
32

28
33

29
34

30
35

31
36


Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Date Book
1
Luke
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11 John
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Week beginning
DECEMBER 6


































Book
Micah

Chapter 
6

7

Nahum
1

2

3

Habakkuk 1

2

3

Zephaniah 1

2

3

Haggai
1

2

Zechariah 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12-13:1 
13:2-9 
14

Malachi
1

2

3

4


Week beginning
DECEMBER 13

Week beginning
DECEMBER 20

Matthew 10:18-20
You will be dragged before governors and kings for My sake,
to bear witness before them and the Gentiles.
When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are
to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say
will be given to you in that hour. For it is not you who speak,
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.

Chapter
3
1
2
3
4
5
II John
1
III John
1
Jude
1
Revelation 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Matthew 7:26-27
And everyone who hears these words of Mine
and does not do them will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell,
and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against
that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.

Book
II Peter
I John

Matthew 7:24-25
Everyone then who hears these words of Mine
and does them will be like a wise man who built his house
on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat on that house,
but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.

Week beginning
NOVEMBER 29

Matthew 7:22-23
On that day many will say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,
did we not prophesy in Your name, and cast out demons
in Your name, and do many mighty works in Your name?’
And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you workers of lawlessness.’

(Robert Murray McCheyne’s calendar for daily readings.)
December Fighter Verses (Desiring God Ministries, Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN)



DECEMBER
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Chapter
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21


































Week beginning
DECEMBER 27

Use this time
for catching up,
review, and
planning ahead.

