
 

The Word of God Stands Forever 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

Lessons from the Upper Room 

10:30 a.m. Morning Worship 

Gospel of Matthew 

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

 

Sun 3/27 Easter Sunday Schedule 
  see page 3 

Mon 3/28, 4/11, 4/25   
  Women’s Study Group 
  (6:00 p.m., Chilton home) 

Tue 3/29 Stated Session Meeting 
  (6:00 p.m., GIPC) 

Wed 3/30, 4/20, 4/27   
  Ladies Bible Study  
  (9:30 a.m., Brown home) 

Thu 3/31 B&G Meeting 
  (6:30 p.m., GIPC) 

Sun 4/3 The Lord’s Supper 
  (10:30 a.m. Worship) 

Tue 4/5 Women’s Monthly Study 
  (6:30 p.m., Parrish home) 

Wed 4/13 Book Group 
  (9:30 a.m., Magnolia Manor) 

Wed 4/6,13, 20, 27 Prayer Meeting 
  (7:00 p.m., Location TBA) 

Sat 4/9 “2nd Saturday” Men’s Study 
  (8:30 a.m., Location TBA) 

Fri 4/29 Men’s Fellowship Cookout 
  (6:00 p.m., Ledbetter home) 

April Calendar 
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A 
S MANY of you know, we are 

headed to Scotland for a couple 

of weeks this month; from the 4th 

through the 19th of April, we will be 

making our regular pilgrimage to the 

“homeland.” 

It will be wonderful to be back, 

enjoying all the delicacies of bacon 

rolls, black pudding and haggis – not 

to mention the rich entertainment of 

BBC Radio Scotland, 

whose famous phone-

ins have included hotly 

debated topics such as, 

“If you had to knit a 

dog, what breed would 

you choose?” and, 

“What is your favorite 

way to prepare a tattie?” 

However, as wonderful as these 

journeys are, they are often tinged 

with a hint of melancholy. There is 

always a conflict that bubbles up 

within me between the enjoyment of 

my current life in my adopted country, 

and the sense of loss in the country I 

have left behind. It is during these 

times that I am most reminded that as 

a Christian, my home lies on neither 

side of the Atlantic. It is at these times 

that I am most aware of my status as 

an exile – not from Scotland, but from 

the Kingdom of God. 

Now, that may sound a little strange, 

but that is how Peter addresses his 

readers in 1 Peter.  

Right at the beginning of his letter 

Peter states that he is writing to “those 

who are elect exiles of the dispersion 

in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia 

and Bithynia.”  

Some have supposed that that is a 

reference to the Jewish diaspora. That 

is to say, that Peter is 

here addressing Jewish-

background Christians 

who live outside of 

Palestine, scattered 

throughout the Roman 

Empire.  

However, the internal evidence of 

the letter indicates that the recipients 

of the letter are primarily of a Gentile 

background. This is why he refers in 

1:14 to “their former ignorance,” in 

1:18 to “the futile ways inherited from 

your forefathers,” and in 4:3-4 he 

refers to their former lifestyle which 

he calls a “flood of debauchery.”  

All this indicates that his readers 

were not brought up in conformity 

with the Old Testament Law and hope 

of a coming Messiah, but were instead 

converted out of Gentile paganism. 

This is not your home 
We are exiles living in a foreign land. 

By Alexander S. Brown, Minister 



So, when Peter addresses them as the 

“elect exiles,” he is making a statement 

about their current identity as Christians. 

What he is doing is applying the 

nomenclature of the Old Testament to 

the Church, impressing upon them their 

status as the new Israel, and in so doing 

he is reminding them that their home is 

not in this world, but in the Kingdom of 

God.  

Peter Davids puts it like this, “The 

church consists of communities of 

people living outside their native land, 

which is not Jerusalem or Palestine but 

the heavenly city.”  

Peter’s point is to remind them that their 

core identity lies in the union they have 

with God through Christ, and the place 

that they now have in His Kingdom. 

I F THE Christians scattered throughout 

Asia Minor were to understand how 

they were now called to live in response 

to the Gospel (which is what Peter’s 

first letter is all about), the first thing he 

wants them to understand is that they 

“reside as aliens” (NASB, 1 Peter 1:1); 

he wants them to understand that 

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia or 

Bithynia are not their homes. Their 

allegiance lies in the Kingdom of God, 

of which they have now been made 

citizens, although they do not yet reside 

there fully. 

What that means, Peter goes on to 

explain, is that how they live and how 

they process the events of their lives is 

not to be informed by the standards of 

the earthly cultures that surround them.  

In 1 Peter 1:14-19, Peter puts his point 

succinctly: 

As obedient children, do not be 

conformed to the passions of your 

former ignorance, but as he who 

called you is holy, you also be holy  

in all your conduct, since it is written, 

“You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  

 

And if you call on him as Father who 

judges impartially according to each 

one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with 

fear throughout the time of your exile, 

knowing that you were ransomed from 

the futile ways inherited from your 

forefathers, not with perishable things 

such as silver or gold, but with the 

precious blood of Christ, like that of a 

lamb without blemish or spot. 

Their conduct and character was to be 

shaped by their new citizenship, and the 

standard of their lives was not the 

ebbing and flowing values of the culture 

in which they lived, but instead the 

holiness of God their new King. 

T 
HIS IS especially important for us to 

remember as we continue on in a 

long and contentious election season.  

I think it is fair to say that this election 

season has been one of the most 

disruptive and divisive seasons in recent 

years. While there is a constant sense of 

outrage that pervades our culture, there 

has been genuine cause for outrage as 

the battle for the White House has raged 

on. And it is so easy for us to get caught 

up in excitement and emotion of all that 

is going on, and forget that this nation is 

not our home. 

John Piper wrote an article* before the 

2008 Presidential Election, entitled, Let 

Christians Vote as Though They Were 

Not Voting. In that article John Piper 

took his cue from 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

in which the Apostle Paul wrote, “From 

now on, let those who have wives live 

as though they had none, and those who 

mourn as though they were not 

mourning, and those who rejoice as 

though they were not rejoicing, and 

those who buy as though they had no 

goods, and those who deal with the 

world as though they had no dealings 

with it.”  

 

 

Now, Paul was not saying that any of 

those were bad things. In fact, in other 

places he urges us to give them focused 

attention, but his point is that they were 

not the most important things in the 

lives of the Corinthians.  

In the article, John Piper takes each 

one and compares them to voting, but it 

is his last point that I think is 

particularly important: 

This world matters. But it is not 

ultimate. It is the stage for living in 

such a way to show that this world is 

not our God, but that Christ is our 

God. It is the stage for using the world 

to show that Christ is more precious 

than the world… We don’t ascribe to 

the world the greatest status. There 

are unseen things that are vastly more 

precious than the world. We use the 

world without offering it our whole 

soul. We may work with all our might 

when dealing with the world, but the 

full passions of our heart will be 

attached to something higher – 

Godward purposes. We use the world, 

but not as an end in itself. It is a 

means. We deal with the world in 

order to make much of Christ. So it is 

with voting. We deal with the news. 

We deal with the candidates. We deal 

with the issues. But we deal with it all 

as if not dealing with it. It does not 

have our fullest attention. It is not the 

greatest thing in our lives. Christ is. 

And Christ will be ruling over his 

people with perfect supremacy no 

matter who is elected and no matter 

what government stands or falls. So 

we vote as though not voting. 

W 
E ARE exiles living in a foreign 

land. We are called to love our 

temporary dwelling-place and work for 

its good, but we must always remember 

that our home is not here. ▪ 

This is not your home  (continued from page 1) 
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*You can find a link to the full John Piper article Let Christians Vote as Though They Were Not Voting by following the link on our church blog - http://www.gipc-pca.org/blog/voting 

http://www.gipc-pca.org/blog/voting
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Men of the Church 

“2nd Saturday” 
Monthly Study for Men 

Saturday, April 9th 

8:30 a.m. (Location TBA) 

The current study is based on 

the book, “The Life of God in the 

Soul of the Church.” All men are 

welcome to attend. 

. . . . . . . 

Men’s Spring Fellowship 
Dinner (Steak & Chicken 

Cookout) 

Friday, April 29th 

6:00 p.m. at the Ledbetter home 

All men are invited to a time of 

food and fellowship on the last 

Friday of April. Watch for details! 

Loan Update 

Loan Balance 

  (as of 2/24/16) $697,784 

March Payment: 

 Interest   $    2,849    

 Principal $    3,099   

 Total Payment $    5,948 

“Beyond the Pages”  
Book Group 

The Book Group will meet on 

Wednesday, April 13th (rather than 

the 1st Wednesday in April),  9:30 

a.m., and is open to anyone who 

enjoys reading and discussing 

books. The group meets at 

Magnolia Manor, St. Simons Island, 

in the second floor library of the 

large building beside the water 

fountain. 

April 13th:  “A Man Called Ove,” by 

Fredrik Backman 

May 4th:  “Emma, A Modern 

Retelling, by Alexander McCall 

Smith 

GOLDEN ISLES 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
48 Hampton Point Drive 

Saint Simons Island, GA 31522 

Phone:  912.638.2563 

E-Mail:  office@gipc-pca.org 

Web:  gipc-pca.org 

 

March 27, 2016 

6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service (SSI Pier) 

(sponsored by area churches) 

(No Sunday School) 

10:30 a.m. at GIPC 

A Service of Lessons and Hymns  

Maestro Luis Haza, Violinist 

Scripture readings relating the events leading up to  

the Resurrection are interspersed with hymns and other 

musical selections. The public is invited. 

12:00 noon 

Easter Lunch at the Browns 

The main dish, pulled pork, will be provided— 

please bring a side or dessert to share. 

(No Evening Service) 

B&G Committee 
Thank you to all who came out to 

help with the Work Day in March!    

The B&G Committee is 

scheduled to meet March 31st, 

6:30 p.m. at GIPC. 

Children’s 
Ministry 

Each Sunday during the Morning 

Worship Service all children ages 4 

years through 2nd Grade have the 

opportunity to attend “Children’s 

Church.”  

This Spring the children are using 

a new curriculum entitled, “Teach 

Me to Worship.” Over the next year 

they will be learning about all the 

elements of the worship service, 

along with memorizing Scripture. 

If you would like to help in the area 

of Children’s Ministry, please speak 

to Cindy Parrish or Sara Brown. 
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O F  T H E  M O N T H  
psalm  

Psalm 98 (vs. 1-6) 

(Source:  Sing Psalms) 

O sing a new song to the LORD, 

for wonders He has done; 

His right hand and His holy arm 

the victory have won. 

The LORD declared His saving work 

and made it to be known; 

to all the nations of the world 

His righteousness is shown. 

His steadfast love and faithfulness 

He has remembered well— 

the covenant He made with them, 

the house of Israel. 

And all the nations of the earth 

have seen what God has done— 

our God who brings deliverance 

by His right hand alone. 

Acclaim the LORD, O all the earth; 

shout loudly and rejoice. 

Make music and be jubilant; 

to Him lift up your voice. 

With harp make music to the LORD; 

with harp His praises sing. 

With trumpet and with horn rejoice 

before the LORD, the King. 

 

I 
N HIS commentary on the Psalms, 

Alec Motyer summarizes this 

Psalm as he entitles it “Joy resting on 

a finished work of salvation.” And as 

we read through the Psalm it is easy to 

see why that is an accurate and  

apt title.  

In this Psalm the anonymous writer 

rejoices in a salvation that is not only 

complete, but that has been completed 

by God in response to His covenant 

promises.  

So amazed is the Psalmist that he 

calls on all of creation to break out in 

song, making a “joyful noise before 

the King, the LORD” because “all the 

ends of the earth have seen the 

salvation of our God.” 

However, it is important to note that 

in verse 9 the judgment of God is not 

contrasted with His salvation, but is 

included as something for which the 

creation should rejoice as part of His 

salvation.  

As the writer concludes with the 

words, “He will judge the world with 

righteousness, and the peoples with 

equity,” he is not speaking of a 

separate action of God, but as an 

integral part of this saving work. 

. . . . . . . 

A 
S WE come to sing this Psalm in 

April, we sing it through the 

lens of Easter, which shows us how 

the salvation and the judgment of God 

go hand-in-hand.  

Without an understanding of a 

substitutionary atonement, verse 9 

could rob us of all the joy of the 

previous 8 verses. If God will judge 

the world with righteousness, and the 

peoples with equity then we know that 

we are condemned, but this Psalm 

celebrates a salvation from sin, and it 

is only Easter that can explain this 

enigma. It is only through Christ’s 

death on the Cross, facing the 

righteous justice of God against our 

sins, and His subsequent resurrection, 

which demonstrated the satisfaction of 

His atoning work, that we are able to 

rejoice with Paul that God is both 

“just and the justifier of the one who 

has faith in Jesus.” (Rom. 3:26)  
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Westminster Shorter Catechism 

1 year plan: Study Q & A: 
Week of April 3:   24, 25, 26 

Week of April 10:   27, 28 

Week of April 17: 29, 30 

Week of April 24: 31, 32 

2 year plan: Study Q & A*: 

Week of April 3:   14 

Week of April 10:   15 

Week of April 17: 16 

Week of April 24: 17 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #24 

Question: 

How does Christ execute the office of 
a prophet? 

Answer:   

Christ executes the office of a prophet 
in revealing to us, by His Word and 
Spirit, the will of God for our salvation. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #25 

Question:   
How does Christ execute the office of 
a priest? 

Answer:  Christ executes the office of a 
priest in His once offering up of Himself 
a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice,  
and reconcile us to God; and in making 
continual intercession for us. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #26 

Question: 

How does Christ execute the office of 
a king? 

Answer:   

Christ executes the office of a king in 
subduing us to Himself, in ruling and 
defending us, and in restraining and 
conquering all His and our enemies. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #27 

Question: 

Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist? 

Answer:  Christ’s humiliation consisted in 
His being born, and that in a low condition, 
made under the law, undergoing the 
miseries of this life, the wrath of God,  
and the cursed death of the cross;  
in being buried, and continuing under  
the power of death for a time. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #28 

Question: 

Wherein consists Christ’s exaltation? 

Answer:  Christ’s exaltation consists in 
His rising again from the dead on the 
third day, in ascending up into heaven,  
in sitting at the right hand of God the 
Father, and in coming to judge the world 
at the last day. 

 
Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #29 

Question:   

How are we made partakers of the 
redemption purchased by Christ? 

Answer:   

We are made partakers of the 
redemption purchased by Christ, 
by the effectual application of it to us 
by His Holy Spirit. 

*WSC Q & A are available online in the  
GIPC monthly newsletter archives 

at: gipc-pca.org/newsletters. 
 

Rev. Brown is preaching through the 
questions each Sunday evening.  

Sermons are available at: 
gipc-pca.org/sermons. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #30 

Question:   

How does the Spirit apply to us 
the redemption purchased by Christ? 

Answer:   

The Spirit applies to us the redemption 
purchased by Christ, by working faith 
in us, and thereby uniting us to Christ 
in our effectual calling. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #31 

Question:  What is effectual calling? 

Answer:  Effectual calling is the work of 
God’s Spirit, whereby, convincing us of 
our sin and misery, enlightening our 
minds in the knowledge of Christ,  
and renewing our wills, He persuades 
and enables us to embrace Jesus Christ, 
freely offered to us in the Gospel. 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question #32 

Question:   

What benefits do they that are 
effectually called partake of in this life? 

Answer:  They that are effectually called 
do in this life partake of justification, 
adoption, and sanctification, and the 
several benefits which in this life do 
either accompany or flow from them. 
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APRIL 
“O send out Thy light and  
Thy truth; let them lead me.”  
(Psalm 43:3) 

Family Worship 

Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter        

1 Leviticus 4  

2       5  

3       6  
4        7  
5  8  
6  9  

7  10  
8  11,12  
9  13   
10  14   

11  15   
12  16   
13  17   
14  18   

15  19   
16  20   
17  21   
18  22   

19  23   
20  24   
21  25   

22  26   
23  27   
24 Numbers 1   

25  2   

26  3   
27  4   
28  5   

29  6   

30  7   

APRIL 
“O send out Thy light and  
Thy truth; let them lead me.”  
(Psalm 43:3) 

Family Worship 

Psalms Reading 

Date Book Chapter        

1 Psalms 1,2  

2  3,4  
3  5,6  
4  7,8  

5  9   
6  10   
7  11,12  
8  13,14  

9  15,16  
10  17   
11  18   
12  19   

13  20,21  
14  22   
15  23,24  
16  25   

17  26,27  
18  28,29  
19  30   
20  31   

21  32   
22  33   
23  34   
24  35   

25  36   
26  37   
27  38   
28  39   

29  40,41  
30  42,43  

APRIL 
“O send out Thy light and  
Thy truth; let them lead me.”  
(Psalm 43:3) 

Private 

Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   

1 Proverbs  19  

2   20  
3   21  
4   22  

5   23   
6   24   
7   25   
8   26   

9   27   
10   28   
11   29   
12   30   

13   31   
14 Ecclesiastes 1   

15   2   
16   3   

17   4   
18   5   
19   6   
20   7   

21   8   
22   9   
23   10   
24   11   

25   12   
26 Song of  1   
27 Solomon  2   

28   3   

29  4   

30  5   

APRIL 
“O send out Thy light and  
Thy truth; let them lead me.”  
(Psalm 43:3) 

Private 

New Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   

1 Colossians  2  

2   3  
3   4  
4 I Thess.  1  

5   2  
6   3  
7   4  
8   5  
9 II Thess.  1  

10   2  
11   3  
12 I Timothy  1  

13   2  
14   3  
15   4  
16   5  

17   6  
18 II Timothy  1  

19   2  
20   3  

21   4  
22 Titus  1  

23   2  
24   3  
25 Philemon  1  
26 Hebrews  1  

27   2  
28   3  

29  4   

30  5   

 Women’s Discipleship 

Women’s Monthly Study 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, April 5th 

“First Tuesday,” 6:30 p.m., 

Cindy Parrish’s home 

Topic:  Women of the Word (Wilkin) 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

April Meetings:  April 20th and 27th 

9:30 a.m. 

Sara Brown’s home 

Topic:  Nehemiah 

Women’s Monday Evening Study Group 

April Meetings:  April 11th and 25th 

2nd and 4th Monday, 6:00 p.m. 

Diane Chilton’s home 

Topic:  The Four Loves (C.S. Lewis) 


