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Gospel-Driven Growth 

By Mr. Alexander S. Brown, Minister 

HIS IS a day and age which is obsessed with branding. Earlier 

this year the internet was buzzing with news that Starbucks 

was to change its logo to no longer include its name. There was 

plenty speculation about what this means about where we have 

come from and where we are going. In a very visual, consumer-driven 

culture like ours, the brand, it seems, is „king‟ and success is measured by 

how many people can instantly recognize you 

and your product. This is true no matter what 

you are selling, whether it be coffee (like 

Starbucks), computers (like Apple with its 

instantly recognizable logo), or cars.   

The Church has always struggled with 

existing within the culture of the world which 

surrounds it, and yet not being infiltrated by 

values from that culture. We see it as early in 

our Bibles as 55 AD, when Paul had to write 

to the Corinthian church to correct the many 

issues which had been imported from the 

surrounding culture. And the Church today 

still has to struggle to maintain the 

distinction of being in the world but not of it. 

One of the biggest struggles for the Church 

today is maintaining this distinction when it comes to marketing. It is 

easy for the Church to get caught up in the marketing-driven culture that 

surrounds us and feel that if only we can find our niche, and then get the 

right logo, the right strategy and the right events to reach that niche then 

we will grow and be “successful.” If you walk into any Christian 

bookstore you will see a myriad of books on just how to market your 

church and target it to specific people and interests. 

H 
OWEVER, this is not the picture of the Church that we get in our 

New Testaments. Right from Acts 6 we see churches that were 

made of all different kinds of people, from all different backgrounds.  

Not one of the churches that we find in our New Testaments was made of 

people who had been brought in through any kind of demographically 

informed niche targeting. In fact, we have much of our New Testaments 

because of the various issues that arose, because of so many different 

kinds of people from different backgrounds. 
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Sunday 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
“Welcome to a Reformed Church”  

Morning Worship • 10:30 a.m. 
“Mark: A Confrontation with Christ” 

Evening Worship • 6:00 p.m. 
“Jeremiah:  Judgment and Restoration” 

Nursery, Children‟s Church available 

Wednesday 

Midweek Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 
“Praying with the Psalms” 

 
Sun 5/1 Communion, AM Worship 

Tue 5/3, 10, 17, 24, 31— 
  Men‟s Breakfast Bible Study 
  Sandcastle Café, 7:30 a.m. 

Tue 5/3 “Beyond the Pages” Book 
  Discussion Group for Women; 
  Taylor home, 6:00 p.m. 

Thu 5/5 The National Day of Prayer 
  Info:  nationaldayofprayer.org/ 

Thu 5/5 Mission Committee Meeting 
  Bolin home, 6:30 p.m. 

Sat 5/7 Women of GIPC Spring Brunch!  
  Young-Smith home, 11:00 a.m. 

Sun 5/8 Mother‟s Day—CareNet Coins- 
  for-Life Campaign begins 

Tue 5/10, 17— Women‟s Bible Study 
  Brown home, 6:30 p.m. 

Thu 5/12 Stated Session Meeting 
  GIPC, 5:00 p.m. 

Thu 5/12 GIPC Fellowship Dinner 
  GIPC, 6:30 p.m. (see pg. 2) 

Wed 5/18 B & G Committee Meeting 
  GIPC, 6:00 p.m. 

Mon 5/30 Memorial Day Holiday 
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The Church is not 

to be united by 

a marketing 

strategy, or a 

demographic 

commonality. 

 It is to be unified 

only by a  

common wonder 

in the Gospel. 



Gospel-Driven Growth 
(Continued from the previous page) 

What united the New Testament churches was what Paul declared to 

the Corinthians – the resolve to know nothing but Christ and Him 

crucified. The Church is not to be united by a marketing strategy, or a 

demographic commonality.  It is to be unified only by a common wonder 

in the Gospel. “When we find our identity anywhere other than Christ, 

our churches will be made up of warring partisans rather than loving 

siblings. And we‟ll picture to the world an autopsied Body of Christ, with 

a little bit of Jesus for everyone, all on our own terms (1 Cor. 1: 12-13).”1 

O 
UR DESIRE at Golden Isles is to be a church that is known only for 

being a church that is amazed by the love of God shown toward us 

in the Gospel. Certainly we want to present ourselves well, and we want 

to market ourselves in the sense that we want to make people aware of us 

and our ministry. But our driving desire is that we are, and increasingly 

become, a church filled with people from all different walks of life and all 

different ages united in our amazement at the love of God shown in the 

Gospel.  

____________________ 
1 Russell Moore, Adopted for Life (Crossway, 2009) p. 38  

True to the Bible, the Reformed Faith, and obedient to the Great Commission. 

   Spring Brunch! 

           Saturday, May 7th 

           11:00 a.m. 

                at the home of  

              Betty Young-Smith 
 

The Women’s Bible Study will meet 
Tuesday, May 10th and conclude the 
current study on May 17th (6:30 p.m., 
Brown home).  

“Beyond the Pages” is a Book 
Discussion Group for Women meeting at 
6:00 p.m. the first Tuesday of each 
month at Sue Taylor‟s home. The May 
book is The Help, by Kathryn Stockett. 
Next meeting: May 3rd. 

Women in the Church (WIC) 

The GIPC Session approved Rev. 
Sammy Rhodes to preach at GIPC on 
Sunday, June 12th. 

The next Stated Session Meeting will 
be held at GIPC on Thursday, May 12th 
at 5:00 p.m.   

Fellowship Dinner 

Thursday, May 12th, 6:30 p.m. at GIPC 

The monthly meeting of the session 
will be followed by a Dinner at 6:30 p.m., 
at the church. The entire GIPC family is 
invited to join in this time of fellowship! 

Significant Sessional Actions 

As noted in last month‟s 
newsletter, the Building and 
Grounds Committee has 
made the restoration of the 

lawn a top priority! An estimate of $1,400 
was received for total repair of the 
system, to bring it back to fully-functional 
status. Repair work on the system has 
begun. The committee is thankful for 
those who have already given toward 
this need. If you would like to help cover 
the remaining expense, please make 
checks payable to “GIPC” and designate 
for “B&G Sprinkler.” The Sprinkler 
System is a foundational piece of our 
landscaping. Once the Sprinkler System 
is back in working order, we can get our 
lawn back in order. 

As the heat of summer approaches it is 
also important to have all AC units fully 
functioning. The air conditioning systems 
were evaluated in April resulting in a 
minor repair to the kitchen unit and 
recommendations for a replacement unit 
to service the sanctuary.  

Building & Grounds 

World Missions 

“God be merciful and gracious to us 
and bless us . . . that Your way 

may be known upon earth, 
Your saving power among all nations.” 

(Psalm 67:1,2) 

God continues to call out a people for 
Himself and it is our privilege at GIPC to 
share in this great work by supporting 
those serving on “front lines” of missions 
through our prayers and financial support. 
„[God] can accomplish great things; the 
cause is His, and it is to His glory that 
men should be saved.‟† 

Of particular note is the 
ongoing work of 
missionaries in Japan 
as they continue to 
provide relief to people 

suffering from the “Triple Disaster”— 
earthquake & aftershocks, tsunami, and 
nuclear  crisis. Mission to the World‟s 
Japan Country Director, Dan Iverson, 
posts updates at:  www.iversonjapan.com 

 

Peter Bakelaar‟s 
informative reports 
on relief efforts by 
the Nagoya team 
are available via 
email or in the 
church foyer.  
 

 

† from God’s Cause, a prayer from The Valley of Vision 

Good News! 

“Blessed are those who hear the word of God 
and keep it!”  (Luke 11:28) 

 

Sundays at GIPC 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 

“Welcome to a Reformed Church”  

Learn what we believe and why,  
and how this impacts the way we should live. 

Morning Worship • 10:30 a.m. 

“Mark: A Confrontation with Christ” 

An in-depth look at the Life of Christ 
in the Gospel of Mark. 

Evening Worship • 6:00 p.m. 

“Jeremiah:  Judgment and Restoration” 

A message for the people of God today— 
vital for our faith and life and worship. 

Wednesdays at GIPC 

Midweek Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

“Praying with the Psalms” 

Prayer is the engine that drives the church. 
Learn from the Psalms how we should pray. 

In this study by Pastor Tim Keller we see that 
'...left to ourselves, we will pray to some god 
who speaks what we like hearing, or to the 

part of God we manage to understand. 
But what is critical is that we speak to the 
God who speaks to us, and to everything 

He speaks to us…The Psalms train us 
in that conversation.’*  

*Eugene Peterson, as quoted by Tim Keller in 
“Praying with the Psalms”  

http://www.iversonjapan.com/
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MAY 
“From childhood you have been 
acquainted with the holy 
Scriptures.”  (II Timothy 3:15) 

Family Worship 

Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter        

1 Numbers 8  

2       9  

3       10  
4        11  
5  12,13  
6  14  

7  15  
8  16  
9  17,18  
10  19   

11  20   
12  21   
13  22   
14  23   

15  24   
16  25   
17  26   
18  27   

19  28   
20  29   
21  30   

22  31   
23  32   
24  33   
25  34   

26  35   
27  36   
28 Deuteronomy 1   

29  2   

30  3   

31  4   

MAY 
“From childhood you have been 
acquainted with the holy 
Scriptures.”  (II Timothy 3:15) 

Family Worship 

Psalms Reading 

Date Book Chapter        

1 Psalms 44  

2  45  
3  46,47  
4  48  

5  49   
6  50   
7  51   
8  52-54  

9  55   
10  56,57  
11  58,59  
12  60,61  

13  62,63  
14  64,65  
15  66,67  
16  68   

17  69   
18  70,71  
19  72   
20  73   

21  74   
22  75,76  
23  77   
24  78:1-37  

25  78:38-72 
26  79   
27  80   
28  81,82  

29  83,84  
30  85   

31  86,87  

MAY 
“From childhood you have been 
acquainted with the holy 
Scriptures.”  (II Timothy 3:15) 

Private 

Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   

1 Song of  6  

2 Solomon  7  

3   8  
4 Isaiah  1  

5   2   
6   3,4   
7   5   
8   6   

9   7   
10   8,9:1-7  
11   9:8-10:4  
12   10:5-34  

13   11,12  
14   13   
15   14   
16   15   

17   16   
18   17,18  
19   19,20  
20   21   

21   22   
22   23   
23   24   
24   25   

25   26   
26   27   
27   28   
28   29   

29  30   

30  31   

31  32   

MAY 
“From childhood you have been 
acquainted with the holy 
Scriptures.”  (II Timothy 3:15) 

Private 

New Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   

1 Hebrews  6  

2   7  
3   8  
4   9  

5   10  
6   11  
7   12  
8   13  
9 James  1  

10   2  
11   3  
12   4  

13   5  
14 I Peter  1  

15   2  
16   3  

17   4  
18   5  
19 II Peter  1  

20   2  

21   3  
22 I John  1  

23   2  
24   3  

25   4  
26   5  
27 II John  1  
28 III John  1  

29 Jude 1   

30 Revelation 1   

31  2   

(R
o
b

e
rt

 M
u
rr

a
y
 M

c
C

h
e
y
n
e

’s
 c

a
le

n
d
a
r 

fo
r 

d
a
ily

 r
e

a
d
in

g
s
) 

May 2011 GIPC Connection • Volume 2, Issue 5 • Page 3 


