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Two-way Growth

By Mr. Alexander S. Brown, Minister

S WE LEAVE winter and begin to enter the Spring we naturally look

forward to that time of year when things begin to grow again. After
winter, when almost everything lies dormant, we like to see the blossoms
appearing on the bushes, the new buds appearing on the trees, and a
general sense of freshness as the world around us bursts into life again.

As growth is a sign of health in the natural world, so it is also a sign of
health in the Church. Over these past few months we have been focused
on our growth together in the Gospel — united in Christ, and focused on
Him. If we are to be a healthy church, our central desire must always be
to grow in our knowledge of Jesus, and in our
knowledge of the Gospel.

However, as important as growth in depth is,
there is another aspect of growth that is essential to
our congregational health — growth in number. I am
sure you have all heard the warnings about churches
which are too focused on growth in number and end
up being a hundred miles wide but an inch deep. Or,
the warning about churches too focused on doctrinal
emphasis, being a hundred miles deep and an inch
wide. We want to be a church that is both a hundred
miles wide and a hundred miles deep, that is to say
that we must continually seek more and more of Christ, and the more we
know of Him the more we want others to see Him as we see Him, and
delight with us in the Gospel of Grace. What we have is Good News
indeed, and the more we see of it, the more we will want others to see it,
too.

As we enter the Spring of this new year, let’s be sure that we are
working for growth in both these areas. Let’s pursue Christ, but let’s also
actively reach out to this community which God has placed us in, so that
they might join us in this pursuit.

As growthis a
sign of health
in the natural
world, so itis
also a sign of

health in the
Church.

THERE ARE MANY ways in which to do this, but the first way in which
we need to do this is to pray. Now, this is counter-intuitive. We
naturally want to “do something,” but there is no greater work when it
comes to outreach than the work that is done in your closet before God.

Our God is the one who holds in His hands the hearts of everyone on
this island. Our God is the only one who is able to soften those hearts, so
that they would hear the Gospel and be saved. The Holy Spirit is the only
one who is able to grow the Church — as the Psalmist said,

“Unless the LORD builds the house,
those who build it labor in vain.”
(Psalm 127: 1)

(Continued on the next page) /'\ "

March Calendar

Sunday

Sunday School « 9:30 a.m.
“Overview of Church History:
Christ to Constantine”

Morning Worship « 10:30 a.m.
“Mark: A Confrontation with Christ”

Evening Worship « 6:00 p.m.
“Jonah”
(Nursery, Children’s Church available)
Wednesday

Midweek Prayer Meeting « 7:00 p.m.
“Praying with the Psalms”

Tue 3/1 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
Sandcastle Café, 7:30 a.m.
Tue 3/1 “Beyond the Pages” Book

Discussion Group for Women;
Taylor home, 6:00 p.m.

Thu 3/3 Mission Committee Mtg.
Bolin home, 6:30 p.m.

Sun 3/6 Communion, AM Worship

Tue 3/8 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
Sandcastle Café, 7:30 a.m.

Tue 3/8 Women'’s Bible Study (see pg. 2)
Thu 3/10 GIPC Stated Session Mtg.
Sat 3/12 CareNet “Walk for Life” (pg. 2)

Tue 3/15 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
Sandcastle Café, 7:30 a.m.

Tue 3/15 Women’s Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.

Tue 3/22 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
Sandcastle Café, 7:30 a.m.

Tue 3/22 Women’s Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.

Thu 3/24 WIC Leadership Team Mtg.
Dr. Bowen'’s office, 5:00 p.m.

Thu 3/24 CE Committee Mtg, 6:45 p.m.

Sun 3/27 Youth Choir from IPC (pg. 2)
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Tue 3/29 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
Sandcastle Café, 7:30 a.m.

Tue 3/29 Women’s Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
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So, we must be praying, and begging our Master that He would build
His Church, and bless us with a bountiful harvest. We need to be praying
that the Lord would bless the ordinary Sunday Services, and that He
would bless the preaching of the Gospel. That which is essential for our
growth in depth is also essential for our growth in number.

Pray that the Holy Spirit would do marvelous things in our services —
things that are far beyond my ability — that He would be pleased to bless
the praying, the reading and preaching of Scripture and the
administration of the Sacraments, so that they would be the means by
which people are convicted of their sin and the total salvation that is in
Christ.

ESUS REFLECTED THIS two-pronged nature of healthy church growth

when He summarized the Ten Commandments by saying that we are
commanded to love the Lord our God with all our hearts, and with all our
souls and with all our minds, and that we are to love our neighbors as
ourselves. Our lives are to be lives dedicated to the pursuit of God, but
our lives are to be characterized also by a love for our neighbor — a love
which seeks for them to join their hearts and voices with ours as we
worship the risen Christ. =

Meet Our Members!

By Sue Taylor

Dorothy “Dot” Cason is one of our newest members at Golden Isles
Presbyterian Church.

Dot was born and raised in Demopolis, Alabama. She and her husband met in
Fernandina Beach, Florida, where her parents were from. Dot had moved to
Fernandina to live with her cousin, and to
work at the local hospital. Dot and Garry were
married in Fernandina.

Dot has a degree in elementary education.
She has been a teacher's aide and a substitute
teacher. She is now a home maker. Dot enjoys
reading and working crossword and jigsaw
puzzles. Garry is a purchasing manager for
Georgia Pacific.

Dot Cason and her son, Jonathan became
members of GIPC in December 2010;
Jonathan received the Sacrament of
Christian Baptism.

The Casons moved to
Georgia in 1991, and they
live in Brunswick. They
have a daughter, Rachel. She is working toward a master's
degree in English Literature at Georgia Southern University in
Statesboro, Georgia. She is a member of Sigma Tau Delta and
Sigma Delta Pi honor societies. She plays guitar and video
games, although presently her time is devoted to homework.

The Casons' son, Jonathan, is in seventh grade at Glynn
Middle School in Brunswick. He plays guitar and currently takes saxophone,
playing in the Glynn Middle Pep Band. Jonathan is also a member of Golden
Isles Presbyterian Church.

The Casons love to visit their family and friends in Fernandina, and in
Alabama, whenever possible. The family also includes a couple of kittens who
were rescued just after birth on St. Simons Island.

Rachel Cason

Golden Isles Presbyterian Church welcomes the Cason family!

Women in the Church (WIC)

“Beyond the Pages”
Book Discussion Group

Meets at 6:00 p.m. the first Tuesday of
each month at Sue Taylor's home.

The March selection, to be discussed on
Tuesday, March 1st, is Hotel on the
Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie
Ford. All women are welcome!

The April book of the month is “Outcasts
United,” by Warren St. John.

Women’s Bible Study

Meets at 6:30 p.m. each Tuesday
evening except the first,
at the home of Sara Brown.

Current study:

Paul’s Letters to Maturing Churches:
Studies in Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, and 1st & 2nd
Thessalonians

(Study guides are available.)

Coming Events

IPC Youth Choir
to sing at GIPC
Sunday, March 27

On Sunday, March 27th
the Youth Choir from Independent
Presbyterian Church in Savannah, GA
will provide special music during the
10:30 a.m. worship service at Golden
Isles Presbyterian Church.

The IPC Youth Choir is in its fifth year.
The choir has grown from 8 choristers its
first year to 25, and consists of Jr. High
through High School age students. Each
Spring the choir takes a weekend ftrip,
spending Saturday on recreation, and
worshipping and participating in worship
at another PCA church on Sunday. The
choir sings once a month or more at IPC
and also joins the Adult Choir on
occasion.

Because of Rev. Alex Brown’s past
internship at Independent Pres., the
Youth Choir is particularly thrilled to be a
part of worship at Golden Isles.

Saturday ~ March 12th

True to the Bible, the Reformed Faith, and obedient to the Great Commission.



(Robert Murray McCheyne'’s calendar for daily readings)

March Fighter Verses, (Desiring God Ministries, Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN)

MARCH MARCH MARCH MARCH
“Mary kept all these things, “Mary kept all these things, “Mary kept all these things, “Mary kept all these things,
and pondered them in her and pondered them in her and pondered them in her and pondered them in her
heart.” (Luke 2:19) heart.” (Luke 2:19) heart.” (Luke 2:19) heart.” (Luke 2:19)
Family Worship Family Worship Private Private
Old Testament Reading New Testament Reading Old Testament Reading New Testament Reading
Date Book Chapter v Date Book Chapter Vv Date Book Chapter v Date Book Chapter v
1 Exodus 12* a 1 Luke 15 a 1 Job 30 a 1 ICorinthians 16 a
2 13 ) 2 16 a 2 31 0 2 I Corinthians 1 a
3 14 m} 3 17 o 3 32 0 3 2 0
4 15 a 4 18 a 4 33 a 4 3 a
S 16 a ) 19 a ) 34 a ) 4 a
6 17 a 6 20 a 6 35 a 6 5 a
7 18 a 7 21 a 7 36 a 7 6 a
8 19 ) 8 22 a 8 37 m} 8 7 O
9 20 ) 9 23 a 9 38 0 9 8 0
10 21 m} 10 24 o 10 39 m} 10 9 O
11 22 m} 11 John 1 a 11 40 m} 11 10 O
12 23 a 12 2 a 12 41 a 12 11 a
13 24 a 13 3 a 13 42 a 13 12 a
14 25 a 14 4 a 14 Proverbs 1 0 14 13 a
15 26 a 15 5 a 15 2 a 15 Galatians 1 0
16 27 m} 16 6 o 16 3 m} 16 2 O
17 28 ] 17 7 o 17 4 m} 17 3 O
18 29 ) 18 8 a 18 5 m} 18 4 O
19 30 d 19 9 a 19 6 0 19 5 )
20 31 a 20 10 a 20 7 a 20 6 )
21 32 o 21 11 a 21 8 a 21 Ephesians 1 0
22 33 a 22 12 a 22 9 a 22 2 )
23 34 a 23 13 a 23 10 a 23 3 )
24 35 ] 24 14 )} 24 11 ) 24 4 )
25 36 d 25 15 a 25 12 0 25 5 0
26 37 d 26 16 a 26 13 0 26 6 0
27 38 d 27 17 )} 27 14 ) 27 Philippians 1 )
28 39 a 28 18 a 28 15 a 28 2 )
29 40 a 29 19 a 29 16 a 29 3 )
30 Leviticus 1 d 30 20 a 30 17 a 30 4 )
31 2,3 a 31 21 a 31 18 m) 31 Colossians 1 )
*begin 12:22
Week beginning Week beginning Week beginning Week beginning Week beginning
FEBRUARY 27 MARCH 6 MARCH 13 MARCH 20 MARCH 27
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