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39th General Assembly 
By Alexander S. Brown, Minister 

A n important part of being a Presbyterian Church is our 

connectional nature. Golden Isles is not alone, but is connected 

with other churches in our denomination through the church courts:  

Presbytery at the local level, and General Assembly at the national level. 

This month I will be traveling to Virginia Beach to attend the 39th 

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America. This week 

long meeting of the highest court of our church will see Ruling Elders 

and Teaching Elders from all across our 

denomination meet together to hear reports, 

discuss policy, and take action about various 

matters concerning our denomination, as well 

as enjoy a time of rich fellowship and teaching 

from some of the foremost teachers in our 

denomination. 

The General Assembly is not just something 

that is important for the officers of the church - 

it has a bearing upon every member of the PCA.  

It can be easy to think of it as having very little 

to do with “the man in the pew,” but the 

business which will be discussed during the week of the GA is business 

which affects the health of your denomination, and the future of your 

denomination. In a very real way, the business conducted at GA has a 

bearing upon the future of Golden Isles. 

What happens at the General Assembly 

affects every congregation. 

S ome of you may be aware that in the past couple of weeks the 

Presbyterian Church (USA) has voted to remove the Biblical bounds 

of marriage from its clergy, and this past week the Church of Scotland 

has passed an act permitting the ordination of openly homosexual 

ministers. Both of these decisions have taken place at the General 

Assembly level, but drastically affect every congregation in the 

denomination. Now, the PCA is far away from such drastic and liberal 

measures, but it is vital that we understand that the GA is not a remote 

meeting which has little bearing on GIPC. What happens at the General 

Assembly affects every congregation. 
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Sunday 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
“Welcome to a Reformed Church”  

Morning Worship • 10:30 a.m. 
“Mark: A Confrontation with Christ” 

Evening Worship • 6:00 p.m. 
“Jeremiah:  Judgment and Restoration” 

Nursery, Children’s Church available 

 

See “Summer Schedule” - Page 2 

Mon 5/30 Memorial Day Holiday 

Thu 6/2  Mission Team Meeting 

Sun 6/5  Communion, AM Worship 

Tue 6/7  PCA General Assembly, 
    Virginia Beach, VA 
    (through Fri 6/10) 

Sun 6/12 Rev. Sammy Rhodes,  
    Guest Minister, AM & PM 

Sun 6/19 Father’s Day—return 
    filled baby bottles for 
    CareNet “Change-for 
    -Life” campaign 

Fri 6/24 Mr. Brown to preach 
    at the Smyrna Camp  
    Meeting (through Sun 6/26) 

Sun 6/26 Rev. Tim Foster (IPC),  
    Guest Minister, AM 

    Mr. Tommy Myrick (IPC), 
    Guest Minister, PM 

 



39th General Assembly 
(Continued from the previous page) 

A s I go to General Assembly I covet your prayers, both for me and 

for the whole court. As we gather in Virginia Beach, we gather as 

nothing more than under-shepherds called to feed and protect 

Christ’s Church. If we are to do this well, it can only be by the work of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Please pray for me, that I would be a faithful officer of Christ’s 

Church, and that I would exercise wisdom in how I vote, and interact 

with the other ministers and elders who will be there, especially those 

with whom I disagree. Please pray that there would be a spirit of joy 

and fellowship in Christ, and that even in the midst of disagreement 

there would be unity and love among brothers. Please pray that the 

Lord would superintend our business, and that all that we would do 

would give glory to Christ.  
 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)  

True to the Bible, the Reformed Faith, and obedient to the Great Commission. 

The WIC leadership team has 

been meeting monthly in the 

development and planning of WIC 

and other church-wide activities and 

will be having our first annual WIC 

leadership retreat dinner to complete 

the leadership training on Thursday, 

May 26
th
.  

Women in the Church (WIC) 

Summer is just around the corner! 

During the summer months we will 

take a break from our normal 

schedule. 

The following activities are set to 

resume in the fall: 

•  Ladies Bible Study  

•  Ladies Book Club  

•  Men’s Breakfast Bible Study  

•  Midweek Prayer Meeting 

Please continue to be in prayer for 

the regular, ongoing ministries of 

the church: Sunday School, Sunday 

Morning and Evening Worship 

services, and World Missions 

outreach.  

. . . . . . 

“God be merciful and gracious to us 

and bless us . . . that Your way 

may be known upon earth, 

Your saving power among 

all nations.” (Psalm 67:1,2) 

Summer Schedule 

World Missions 

Save the Date! 

The 16th Annual World Missions 

Conference at GIPC is scheduled to 

take place during the weekend of 

November 11-13, 2011. The keynote 

speaker will be Dr. Herb Ward, 

Professor of Biblical Studies at 

Covenant College. Dr. Ward will 

bring unique insights as he shares 

from his experience as a practicing 

lawyer and as a missionary in East 

and South Africa. He has a keen 

interest in cross-cultural ministry in 

the world today, particularly within 

the Muslim context. 

The weekend will include a Friday 

evening dinner and Saturday 

morning presentations by guest 

missionaries, followed by a light 

lunch. Sunday, November 13th has 

been designated “Faith Promise 

Sunday,” a special time when the 

congregation presents commitments 

for missions support for the following 

year.  

 
 

A BOOK REPORT  

By Sue Taylor 

The ladies book group, Beyond the 
Pages, has completed the first year. We 
met October through May and read a 
book monthly, then met to discuss the 
book.  

The group will resume meeting in 
October of this year on the first  
Tuesday of the month, at 6:00 p.m.     

For the October meeting we have 
selected three books on Alzheimer's. 
Two of the books are non-fiction, and 

one is fiction. They 
are:  A Promise Kept, 
the Story of an 
Unforgettable Love, 
b y  R o b e r t s o n 
Mc Qu i l k in  (no n -

fiction); My Journey into Alzheimer's 
Disease:  Helpful Insights 
for Family and Friends, 
by Robert Davis (non-
fiction); and Still Alice, a 
novel, by Lisa Genova 
(fiction). All of the books 
are available in paperback, 
costing $15 or less.  

We welcome any lady who is 
interested in reading and discussing 
books! 

▪ Arrangements have been 

made with an outside 

service for regular (weekly) 

cleaning of the church 

facility, beginning in June. 

▪ The sprinkler system was repaired 

and is now functioning again. The 

B&G Committee is thankful to those 

who gave extra gifts to help defray 

the cost of the repair; however, more 

is still needed. If you are able to 

contribute toward this expense 

please designate checks for “B&G 

Sprinkler.”  

Building & Grounds 
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Week beginning 

MAY 29 

 

JUNE 
“Blessed is the one who 
reads...and blessed are those 
who hear.”  (Revelation 1:3) 

Family Worship 

Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter        

1 Deuteronomy 5  

2       6  

3       7  
4        8  
5  9  
6  10  

7  11  
8  12  
9  13,14  
10  15   

11  16   
12  17   
13  18   
14  19   

15  20   
16  21   
17  22   
18  23   

19  24   
20  25   
21  26   

22  27-28:19 
23  28:20-68 
24  29   
25  30   

26  31   
27  32   
28  33,34  
29 Joshua 1   

30  2   

JUNE 
“Blessed is the one who 
reads...and blessed are those 
who hear.”  (Revelation 1:3) 

Family Worship 

Psalms Reading 

Date Book Chapter        

1 Psalms 88  

2  89  
3  90  
4  91  

5  92,93  
6  94   
7  95,96  
8  97,98  

9  99-101  
10  102   
11  103   
12  104   

13  105   
14  106   
15  107   
16  108,109  

17  110,111  
18  112,113  
19  114,115  
20  116   

21  117,118  
22  119:1-24  
23  v. 25-48  
24  v. 49-72  

25  v. 73-96  
26  v. 97-120  
27  v. 121-144  

28  v. 145-176  

29  120-122  
30  123-125  

JUNE 
“Blessed is the one who 
reads...and blessed are those 
who hear.”  (Revelation 1:3) 

Private 

Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   

1 Isaiah  33  

2   34  
3   35  
4   36  

5   37   
6   38   
7   39   
8   40   

9   41   
10   42   
11   43   
12   44   

13   45   
14   46   
15   47   
16   48   

17   49   
18   50   
19   51   
20   52   

21   53   
22   54   
23   55   
24   56   

25   57   
26   58   
27   59   
28   60   

29  61   

30  62   

JUNE 
“Blessed is the one who 
reads...and blessed are those 
who hear.”  (Revelation 1:3) 

Private 

New Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   

1 Revelation  3  

2   4  
3   5  
4   6  

5   7  
6   8  
7   9  
8   10  

9   11  
10   12  
11   13  
12   14  

13   15  
14   16  
15   17  
16   18  

17   19  
18   20  
19   21  
20   22  
21 Matthew  1  

22   2  
23   3  
24   4  

25   5  
26   6  
27   7  
28   8  

29  9   

30  10   
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