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True Love 
By Mr. Alexander S. Brown, Minister 

I 
F NOVEMBER is the month of Thanksgiving, and December is 

the month of Christmas, then February is the month of Love. 

It might not be as ever-present as Thanksgiving and Christmas, 

but it is hard to escape the fact that February is the month of 

Valentines. If you walk into a store, hearts, chocolates and teddy-bears 

abound, as we are encouraged to quantify our love in the amount of money 

we spend. 

This fascination with romantic love is an interesting phenomenon. It is a 

powerful force in our culture, and the extent to which it influences our lives 

is shown in the millions of dollars spent each year on Valentines gifts. It 

seems that our culture longs for love. It is the theme of many movies and 

books, and is constantly the subject of discussion in magazines. It could 

even be said that the quest for love, ironically, is what drives the high divorce 

rate, as people jettison one marriage to seek ―true love‖ somewhere else. 

However, the quest for love will always be futile if we only think in terms 

of romantic love. If we are looking for the tall, dark and handsome man who 

will come into our lives and always love us like the movies, or if we are 

looking for that stunning beauty who will be utterly loveable all the time, we 

are simply looking for something that does not exist. One of the 

consequences of living in a sin-damaged world is that we will never find 

someone who is always loveable, or who will always love us well. There will 

always be times when we struggle to love others, including those closest to 

us, and when others will struggle to love us. 

B 
UT THE Good News of the Gospel is that we can be free from this 

constant, all-consuming quest for the perfect lover. The Good News is 

that the Gospel puts the idol of romantic love to death, and frees us from 

the chains of an impossible goal. 

The Gospel tells us that in Christ we have One whose love outstrips that of 

any seemingly perfect mate. In Christ we have One who will never fail us, 

who will never stop loving us, who will never become unlovely to us.  In 

Christ we have the true and perfect lover whose love outstrips anything 

anyone else could offer. 

In his letter to the church in Ephesus, the apostle Paul compared the love 

of Christ for His Church to the love of a husband for his wife –  

“Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, that He might 

sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the 

word, so that He might present the church to Himself in splendor, 

without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and 

without blemish.”  (Ephesians 5:25-27)   
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February Calendar 

Sunday 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship • 10:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship • 6:00 p.m. 

Nursery, Children’s Church available 

Wednesday 
Midweek Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

. . . 

Tue 2/1 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 
  Sandcastle Café, 7:30 a.m. 

Tue 2/1 “Beyond the Pages” Book 
  Discussion Group for Women; 
  Taylor home, 6:00 p.m. 

Thu 2/3 Mission Committee Meeting 
  Garvin home, 6:30 p.m. 

Sun 2/6 Communion Sunday, AM Worship 

Tue 2/8 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 
  Sandcastle Café, 7:30 a.m. 

Tue 2/8 **New Bible Study for Women** 
  (see announcement, pg. 2) 

Thu 2/10 GIPC Stated Session Meeting 

Tue 2/15 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 
  Sandcastle Café, 7:30 a.m. 

Tue 2/15 Bible Study for Women 
  Brown home, 6:30 p.m. 

Wed 2/16 B&G Committee Meeting 
  GIPC, 6:00 p.m. 

Tue 2/22 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 
  Sandcastle Café, 7:30 a.m. 

Tue 2/22 Bible Study for Women 
  Brown home, 6:30 p.m. 

Thu 2/24 WIC Leadership Team Meeting 
  Dr. Bowen’s office, 5:00 p.m. 

Thu 2/24 CE Committee Meeting 
  6:45 p.m. 
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True Love 
(Continued from the previous page) 

In the preceding passage we see what is so unique and so magnificent about 
the love of Christ – it is based, not on our loveliness, but on the steadfast love 
of God. 

The notion of love that so permeates our culture is one that is, ultimately, 
based on our loveliness – this is why we spend so much money on clothes, 
and make-up, and why we expend so much energy trying to impress those 
whom we would have love us. But the Gospel begins by giving us the bad news 
– that we could never make ourselves attractive to God. Our sin corrupted us 
and warped us, and has alienated us from God and there is nothing that we 
can do to impress Him – nothing that we can do to cover our blemishes. 

However, the good news of the Gospel is that we are more loved by God than 
we ever dared hope. The love which we are shown in the Gospel is based on 
the self-sacrificial love of Christ, who took us though we were ugly, dirty, and 
sin-mutilated, and made us clean, beautiful and radiant, by cleansing us by 
His blood. 

In other words, we see in Christ One whose love comes to the unlovable, and 
who makes them full of splendor by taking upon Himself the full ugliness, the 
full defilement, the full horror of our sin so that we might be freed from it and 
presented to God. 

The Gospel shows us a love that runs deeper than any love that any person 
could offer to us, and it shows us a love that is more sure than any love that 
any person could offer to us. It is a love that is based, not on our loveliness, 
but on the free, unmerited grace of God. 

T 
HIS VALENTINES season, whether married, single, widowed or engaged,  
I urge you to fix your eyes on the unsurpassable love of Christ. That is 

where our contentment lies, that is where our confidence lies, that is where 
our comfort lies. This Valentines season, warm yourselves by the fire of God’s 
love, and go tell those around you that this love is available for them, if only 
they believe. ▪ 

True to the Bible, the Reformed Faith, and obedient to the Great Commission. 

Significant Sessional 
Actions 

The Session approved the IPC Youth 
Choir to provide special music at 
GIPC’s Morning Worship service on 
Sunday, March 27th. 

Women In the Church (WIC) 

“Beyond the Pages” 

Book Discussion Group 

—Meeting at 6:00 p.m. the first 
Tuesday of each month at Sue 
Taylor’s home.  The next book to be 
discussed (February 1st) is The 
Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel 
Pie Society, by Mary Ann Shaffer and 
Annie Barrows. All women are 
welcome! 

*New*  Bible Study for Women: 

Paul’s Letters to Maturing Churches: 
Studies in Ephesians, Philippians, 

Colossians, and 1st & 2nd 
Thessalonians 

A new study will begin on Tuesday, 
February 8th at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 
the home of Sara Brown. 

Note:  Those who ordered 
study guides may pick 
them up in the church 
foyer; extra copies will be 
available at the meeting. 

Press On! 
We are now one month into our Daily Reading plan and our 

Fighter Verse memorization program. I hope that for some of 
you this past month has been a time of tremendous 
encouragement as you have been spending time digging in the 
Word of God, and memorizing the Word of God – storing it up in 
your hearts. 

However, I know, largely from experience, that some of you 
will have dropped out of the program already. I know that some 
of you will have started well, but for one reason or another have 
fallen behind, and then stopped altogether. When it comes to 
spiritual disciplines we can often find them harder than we think 
they should be, and then when we are not as disciplined as we 
had hoped, we can get incredibly down on ourselves. But you are 
not alone!  Every one of us has, at one time or another, ―fallen off 
the wagon.‖ 

But, let me urge you to start again! With a new month 
comes a fresh opportunity, so I encourage you to start fresh this 
February. Don’t feel like you need to do a whole lot of catch-up – 
just simply start with February’s Bible Readings (or even just 
one or two of the readings), and with February’s Fighter Verses. 

I was once told that when it comes to 
spiritual disciplines we must never stop 
starting – in other words, the reality is 
that we will fall off from time to time, 
but we must keep starting again, and 
again, and again. 

Resolve to find at least a half-hour every day this 
month to read a portion of God’s Word. You can read all 
four of the M’Cheyne chapters or you can read one or two, but try 
to find a regular time when you can read systematically through 
the Bible. I think that if you do this, even starting small, you will 
be greatly rewarded as you nourish your souls by feeding on the 
Word.   

I know that for some of you Scripture Memory will be a new 
practice, but I pray that you will persevere with it. I gave you a 
link to John Piper’s memorization tips, but for those who have not 
yet read them, let me summarize them: 

READ the verse 10 times. 

SAY the verse 10 times. 

Simple! Now for some of the longer verses, you might have to 
go through them phrase by phrase to get all together and in the 
right order, but in essence it really is that simple. If you can 
memorize your address, you can memorize Scripture. 

For those of you who are still on track – good job! But 
for those who have dropped off – just start again, and again, and 
again if you need to. Both of these disciplines will bear great fruit 
in your lives, and in our congregational life, so I urge you to press 
on and devour the Word of God! ▪ 

If you can memorize your address, 

you can memorize Scripture! 



 

FEBRUARY 
“I have esteemed the words of 
His mouth more than my 

necessary food.” (Job 23:12) 

Family Worship 

Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter        

1 Genesis 33  

2       34  
3       35, 36  

4        37  
5  38  
6  39  
7  40  

8  41  
9  42   
10  43   
11  44   

12  45   
13  46   
14  47   
15  48   

16  49   
17  50   
18 Exodus 1   

19  2   

20  3   
21  4   
22  5   
23  6   

24  7   
25  8   
26  9   
27  10   

28  11, 12*  
*through 12:21 

FEBRUARY 
“I have esteemed the words of 
His mouth more than my 

necessary food.” (Job 23:12) 

Family Worship 

New Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter        

1 Mark 4  

2  5  
3  6  

4  7  
5  8   
6  9   
7  10   

8  11   
9  12   
10  13   
11  14   

12  15   
13  16   
14 Luke 1:1-38  

15  1:39-80  

16  2   
17  3   
18  4   
19  5   

20  6   
21  7   
22  8   
23  9   

24  10   
25  11   
26  12   
27  13   

28  14   
 

FEBRUARY 
“I have esteemed the words of 
His mouth more than my 

necessary food.” (Job 23:12) 

Private 

Old Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   

1 Esther  9, 10  

2 Job  1  

3   2  

4   3  
5   4   
6   5   
7   6   

8   7   
9   8   
10   9   
11   10   

12   11   
13   12   
14   13   
15   14   

16   15   
17   16, 17  
18   18   
19   19   

20   20   
21   21   
22   22   
23   23   

24   24   
25   25, 26  
26   27   
27   28   

28   29   
 

FEBRUARY 
“I have esteemed the words of 
His mouth more than my 

necessary food.” (Job 23:12) 

Private 

New Testament Reading 

Date Book Chapter   

1 Romans  4  

2   5  
3   6  

4   7  
5   8  
6   9  
7   10  

8   11  
9   12  
10   13  
11   14  

12   15  
13   16  
14 I Corinthians 1  

15   2  

16   3  
17   4  
18   5  
19   6  

20   7  
21   8  
22   9  
23   10  

24   11  
25   12  
26   13  
27   14  

28   15  
 

Bible Reading 

Plan 
Robert Murray McCheyne's 

calendar for daily readings is a 

concise course whereby one can 

read through the whole Bible once a year — the 

Psalms and the New Testament twice.  

Instructions 

Please note the four cut-outs below (based on M’Cheyne’s 

calendar) to be used as Bible place-keepers: two for daily 

family worship and two for secret (private) readings, 

corresponding to the day of the month.  

1)  The head of the family should previously read over 

the chapter indicated for the family worship and 

mark two or three of the most prominent verses upon 

which he may dwell, giving a few explanatory 

thoughts, and asking several simple questions. 

2) The portions read, both for family and private 

reading, would be greatly illuminated if they were 

preceded by a moment's silent prayer:  

 

"Open my eyes, that I may behold 

wondrous things out of Your law” (Psalm 

119:18). 

3)  Let the conversation at the family meals frequently 

turn upon the chapter read; thus every meal will be a 

sacrament, being sanctified by the Word and prayer 

(1Timothy 4:5). 

4) Let our private reading precede the dawning of the 

day. Let God's voice be the first we hear in the 

morning. Mark two or three of the richest verses and 

pray over every word and line of them. 

5) As you meet believers through daily activities, 

when an easy opportunity offers itself, refer to the 

chapters read that morning. This will be a blessed 

exchange for those idle words which waste the soul 

and grieve the Holy Spirit of God. 

6) Above all, use the Word as a lamp to your feet and 

a light to your path—your guide in perplexity, your 

armor in temptation, your food in times of faintness. 

Cut out the four Bible place-keepers below to mark each of the daily reading sections. 



 

Fighter Verses 
I have stored up Your Word in 

my heart, that I might not sin 

against you.  —Psalm 119:11 

Fighter Verses are short passages 
of Scripture selected to equip the 
believer in the fight of faith.  

Golden Isles Presbyterian Church 
is dedicated to memorizing a 
Fighter Verse each week because 

memorizing together adds accountability and 
encouragement. 

Why Memorize the Bible? 

Memorization works on our hearts to cultivate Christ-
like character. It helps us to resist temptation, and it 
enhances our prayer and worship. Here are a few 
more reasons—straight from Scripture. 

Memorizing . . .  

• Is one of the most effective ways to “meditate” on 
the Word of God ―day and night‖ (Joshua 1:8). 

• Helps us treasure God’s Word in our hearts that we 
might not sin against Him (Psalm 119:11). 

 

 

• Allows us to meditate on the Lord in the “night 
watches‖ (Psalm 63:6) so that we can regard all His 
ways (Psalm 119:15). 

• Helps us in evangelism, making the Word of truth 
readily available to build our own and other’s faith—
since ―faith comes by hearing and hearing by the 
Word of God‖ (Romans 10:17). 

—Source:  The “Fighter Verses” program of intentional Scripture 
memory available through Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, 
MN; Rev. John Piper, Pastor for Preaching and Vision. All Scriptures 
are from the English Standard Version of the Bible (ESV). 

Tips for Memorizing* 

Say the verse out loud. Say it the same way each time. 
Say it one phrase at a time. Say it again and again.  

Ask the Holy Spirit for understanding and seek to 
apply the verse to your life. 

 

 

 

*For more tips, see article on pg. 2, ―Press On!‖  

Cut out the Scripture Memory Verses below. A key to memorizing is “Review, Review, Review.” Be sure to state the reference before and after. 
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